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A new Acqttainiancf. ■ 

^/L R. Wdlers brought hooie to d 
with htm, Mr. -Bendy, -p Mr. Wi 
when he laid afide his religious fits 
that-was as often as he hid cliearful 
pany) was a good-hearted old man, 
was too much wrapped up tn his 
not to refpeft her gueA: Bently, 
had never feen, though both gentl 
had heard fufHcieody of £> bad a u 
being at Layton. The . cbearful mea 
with that mutual fatisfa^ton, peace . 
Vol. Iir, .^ I 
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'breaft, «Dd plemy on tteboardj may be 
fuppofed to infpirc. 

As foon as dinner was," over Anna • 
rofc to be gone; when Mr. Bcntly, uking 
hold of her ftruggling hand, advifed her 
not to attempt walking by herfclf: Alarmed, 
ihe beggcd.tQ.kflow what the had to fear ? 
•* Fear, fwcet maid,'* anfwcred hcj "why 
*' your dangers are fo manifold I can hardly 
" repeat.ihttn all : in the firft place, here 
•• is old Roger Bently, a hale widower of 
^' feventy- three, finds himfelf flrangely 
" tempted to i*un away with you ; thca 
** you are convifted on the evidence of the 
V enry of 'the women, and the admiration 
" of the men, of the high crime of beauty, 
■-^'jUd^he monftrous phenomenon of humi- 
**Rty and modcfty;"the firft they, can- 
«• not take from '-you, but the two laft 
" they will contrive fo ta disfigure, you 
" wHI not yourfeS" know them to be your 
* " own ; and laftl^", cofltinued he, lower- 
ing his voice, *^ there is a certain hand- 
** ftome libertftrc, of hoi^-whippiug me- 
j , ■*! mory. 
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*"' mory, whofe violence, more plealing, is 
" confequently more dangerous than all.'* 

Anna had no idea this was the pcrfon on 
whom Edwin had wrecked his difappoint- 
ment and ill humour; her furprife at hi» 
odd accoftment was-not fo great as at that 
difcoveryj Mrs. Wcllers, Jaughing, faid, 
then ifrhe fair damfel was in fuch danger, 
it would be quite in his way to ftand forth 
■ the champion of innocence — ** Is (he realty 
"■innocent," demanded Bently^ with a fuf- 
ficient earneftnefs. 

** You fee the company flic is in," faid 
Mrs. Wcllers. - 

Bently felt the reproof, and getting up, 
ftriking his oaken towel (without which 
he never 'now ventured out) hard on the 
ground, told her he would be her cham- 
pion andher. friehd.as Jon§^..and oa)onger 
than fhe deferved it — ^This rpugh kindneft 
alarmed Anna fo much, that flie was not 
capable of making him any anfwer, nor 
did Ihe ffnd herfelf much eafier by his refo- 
lution of walking home with her — Mrs. 
Wellers, who knew the goodnefs of Mr. 
B a Bently *s 
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Bcnitly'j heart (which under the appear- 
ance of mifanthropy and obftinate pofi-c 
tivenefs, veiled a fenGbHicy which w^s often 
painful to himfelf, and a generofity that 
yias felt by every individual he could alHft, 
without being hurt by their grateful ac- 
knowledgements) was rejoiced at the fa- 
vourable imprcflion fhe faw he had received 
of our heroine ; and willing to increafe a 
partiality fo vilible, faid they could all walk 
hdme with her : *' but come, Mifs Manfcl," 
faid (he, " You fliall give Mr. Bently s 
•*' fong." Our heroine was too fenfible of 
her friend's kind intentions towards her» 
to hefitate at complying with her requeil ; 
though very much againft her inclinations 
ID the prefent iafta^e; Ihe fung, therefore, 
Linley's 

" Alas I from the day my poor hetrt." 

Bently's eyes bore witnefs to the pathos of 
the words, and the melody of the voice 
iranfported him out of himfelf — *• Do 
** take notice, madam Wellers," faid he, 
batf fobbing, " I will h^ve no more of this 
"girl's 
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** girl*i fongs ; I did not promife to make a 
•• fool of myfelf i but I fuppofe yoa undcr- 
*** ftand muGc; do you play, Mifs ?" — 
** When (he can get an inftrumcnt," faid 
Mrs. Wellers — A nod from Bently was 
all his anfwer. 

They fee out for the village in high good 
humour, Bently inGfting on Anna's leaning 
on his arm, and were as cordially received 
by baicon and his family* whofe affiduicics 
and refpeft to our heroine were equally new 
and unaccountable — Mrs. Dalioo blamed 
her for walking in the hear, and for alarm- 
ing them by her long abfence — She was 
Peggy's dear Mifs Manfei; and their obli- 
gations to Mrs. Wellers, for her kindncfs, 
were endlefs. 

Bently, whofe religion confifted in the 
mere private^ practice of a particular kind 
of love to his fellow creatures, without ever 
entering the door of a church or meeting, 
except Eafter, Whitfun, and Chriftmas 
days, held Dalton and all his fe£t (his 
friend Wellers only excepted] in conteitipc 
and diHike, while that good man looked 
B3 00 
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on Bently with abhorrence, as a reviler of 
reli^on, a prophaner of thefabbath (as he 
actually more than once had fu&red Tome 
young people he had invited to his houfe 
to firike up a dance in his hall after tea, on a 
Sunday evening,) and an outcafi; of heaven. 
Few civilities were Ukdy to take place 
between two people fo oppolite in their in- 
clinations to each^other; Mr. Bently hardly 
fat down i hb ftaid only to bid Anna be fure 
to feek a friend .at the Abbey — Mrs. 
Wellers was as little difpofed te piolong her 
ftay ; they were therefore foon at liberey to 
open to their ward the fplendid fortune 
that awaited her acceptance. 
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A S Anna knew notbing of the friendlT^ 
alHincc-entered into, between the right ht>- 
aoureble Lord Patrick Sutton, and the re- 
rerend John Da.tton, her furprife was not 
more excited by the matter, which gave 
them fucb evident pleafare, than at the 
manner of fuch a propolal's being made ;- 
but while her whole heart rcjefted, with an- 
tipathy and contempr, the moft diftant 
idea of fuch an union, Ihe had her doubts 
of its being feriouOy intendod by Lord 
Sotton. Perfeft mafter of diffimulation 
ifaeknew him to be ; on:e her bitter enemy, 
and ever the otpeft of her dillikej which 
fhe was at no pains to conceal, was it 
likely he could mean to unKe tiimfelf to 
her?— fome.n^yttery, flie could not help 
B.4. thinkr 
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thinking, lay under this aftonifliing appear- 
ance, and as coming from him, could mean 
her no good. 

Mrs. Dalton was amazed fuch great for- 
tune had not the power of tranfporting her -, 
ftc affured her over and over it was troe*. 
that fhe would certainly be a great lady j 
hoped Ihe would get Mr. Dalton a living j 
take Peggy to wa't on^ her, and Billy a 
place; Jackey in the excifej and Polly, 
Sally, and Jenny, into fomething or other; 
thofe aflurancea, and thofc expcftatioiis, 
were echoed by all prcfeat: ihe inter-' 
rupted not the volubility that appeared to 
have taken poffeiEon of the fdmilyj but re- 
ferved her fentiments for the event, as flic 
was bid to expeft the avowal of that great 
and good man's affc&ion the next day: 
the evening paffed in the utmofl; harmonyj 
a bottle of Mrs. Dakon's beft currant wine 
added to their hilarity, and they retired to 
dream of livings and fat capons.- 

Before the family were aflfcmbled to 
breakfaft next morning, a fcrvant arrived 
with the following letter; 

T« 
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To Mtfi Mass EL. 
" Madam, , 

*' Were not thofe rentiments of teoder- 
nefs I feel for you founded on an uofiir- 
mountable regard and long-cherilbcd at- 
tacbmeat, more ceremony might be re- 
quilite on their avowal : I have told Mr. 
Dalton my intentions of fettling oh 
you a handfome allowance, and making 
you Lady Sutton ^ you are too prudent 
not to be fenfible I muft forego many ad- 
vantages in this difpofal of my name and 
fortune ; but my reliance is on that, and 
the gratitude of your djfpofition, which, 
together with my great love of your per- 
fon, outbalances every argument of in- 
tereft and ambition. 
** I wilh the matter concluded imme- 
_ diately « Mr. Dalton may infpeft the 
miting, and I will follow this note if 
(which I think cannot be doubted) your 
anfwer be propitious j till when> 
I am, my lovely girl^ 
Your devoted 

SuTTOH.'* 
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While Anna wu peruHng this proud of- 
fer, the Daltona were impatient to fee, 
to congratulate her and tbemfelves, to 
ipeak conBrmation of their own hopes* 
and to aBft in rufing twr's; they were 
feized'With wonder at her ftay above ftairs; 
the fcrvant was very courteoufly afked to 
walk in and fit down, and divers que^ 
dons aflted about his good l/)rd. At 
• length Mrs. Dalton's ttDpatiencc carried 
her up flairs, Ac found our heroine in the 
aft of fealing a letter, which, with great 
compofure, Aie direfted to Lord Sutton, 
and then acccAnpanred her- down. The 
perfon who brought the fetter, wac the 
great man's great man, viz. his fcrvant 
out of livery, and the -fame on whofe fa- 
g^ity his Lordfhip depended fo much, at 
the time he was fo good as to fend our 
young heroine into the world -for expe- 
rience. He was vaunting his own impor- 
tance to the gaping Dalton and his Cm- 
pering daughter, when Mrs. Dalton en- 
tered, followed by Anna> the good crea- 
ture not forming ac idea a Lord could 
be 



ANNA. tr 

Ve rafted, ftill ranning on in ha eaftte- 
building provifion -for her family, bleffing 
Ac accident tbat thicw the luckjr orphan 

in their way. ' , 

The fervant who had not the Itaft re- 
coltedion of her perfon, ftood 'up> at 
their entrairce, with' the uimdft rtfpeft,. 
aiMi received her letter for his 'maftcr -with- 
a fervility in his manner that fhewed his- 
penetration ; a treaty- wich ib beauttful a: 
creature^ bore omens of the good fortune 
of the negociation which this trufly do* 
meftic knew how to make ufe of. As- 
ft>on as he was gone from the door, every 
mouth was open with inquiries'of the con-- - 
tents of the letter,, and her anfwcr, which' 
lift Mr. Dakonhinted he might'hare been 
eenftilted on ; (he produced the letter^ he ■ 
tead it twice over, making remarks as he- 
wcnt on, ntpattating on the generofhy,, 
the goodnefi 'bf' heartj.-the franknefs of/ 
difpofition, . and ' above all, the 'homiHty'.' 
df the writer^, whofe praifes were- echoed' 
by his w'rfe and' daughter, ^* Well, , my? 
" dear girl, faid Mrs. Dalton, nowyouran— 
B6- "fwer,. 
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^ fwer ; I long to fee tbit ; t am fatt k is 
** clever, you have fuch a knack at your 
•* pen ;*' ihe prefcnted a paper with the 
rough copy, but it is not in the power of 
pen to i^int the inftant change of counte- 
nance, the furprize and dejedion of one 
part, the rage and. malice of the ochcrj, 
wheoDalton read the following i 

** I am equally ignorant of the fentimeots 
of teDderBefs> or the regard on which 
they are founded, that gives your Lord- 
fhip a right to wave any ceremony con- 
fiftcnt with your dignity, or due to me. The 
contents, of your letter^ my Lord, whether 
fertous or ironical, it is not in my powo' 
to determine;, but I frankly owd, nothing 
commg from a nian who, unprovokedly» ' 
could fo efientialty injure an innocent or- 
phan, can be either agreeable or eUgible^ 
in the common occurrences of life> much. 
leb when the facred uoion of marriage is. 
propbfcd. 
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« l/l^hordf I iwdly have the pnideoce 
to let too gKst a value on my own peace 
and happinefs* to facrifice either to your 
imaginary generoiicy; nor will (I tnift) 
the gFatitude of my difpofition be called 
for in the acknowledgment of any farther 
&vour conferred by your Lordllup on, 

. My Lord> &c. &c. 

A. Masski.** 

The paper fell from his hand as he con- 
cluded it, and his wife's face exhibited a 
variety of colours; fptte and fiiry' darted 
their rays from the eyes of Peggyi but 
^>eech was denied to them all. 

Anna natur^y concluded their own 
views might lead them to with to fee a 
-perfon on whom* Ihe confe£^, they had 
many claims, in a fituation to repay them 
every obligation i but flie had no fufpicton 
they would look on her as a paffive ma- 
chine, to work their own advantage with j 
little lefs could the expe& the fcene that 
followed : " Wretch, cried Daltonj" at 
laft« 
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Uft, " and hvn .j!ou> theii, ijared 't» fend. 
f*cbis icrawl .to that wonbjr nobUmao, 
f who, uogrsteful :fool,;doft thou ithink 
*' is bound to fii{^)ort thy vpftart pride, 
^ or >how wait tfiou .piy what thfe law ' 
f ' mil enfovoe'far ihy 'muiitenancc and 
" l^r jt^iog -Up, wbich. I now demand, and 
" will inftantly eajploy an officer to arreft 
** thee for; you fhall go, madam, to jail, 
"<aQd iec if there, in want of food, rai- 
- " ment, and every neceflary of life, you 
*' will find -anocher Dalton t*' With ibefe 
words he .went haftily out of the room,, 
leaving Anna a Itstue of iurprize end 
terror} it was nowhtfiurn to he dumb,- 
tears were lihswi&dentetl her; {he-alreadf 
{Mr herielf in .the rgde bandis ^ haili^s,. 
and anticipated the terror of theprifon Aw 
was thteatenedflith. Mrs. Dalton, though' 
fhe had no i^ea her bu^b^nd eould really 
intend a Rwafufe her conlctfioce lotd het- 
was ax once b»i'haro^« and unjuftj wwt 
in reality, fo much difpleafiKl and hurt' 
bcrfelf, that ihe the rs^ier adopted the 
ccndui^ he had affu^iKd, liiough, at the 
fame- 
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fame ttnw> ^k. was Aire it wai mereljr 
■nrant CO iiuiinidice-hn'. Peggy, tbcun- 
fvcliflg Feggy, forfook the ^ufe of her 
^uth andfex, to yent the moft crud re- 
pniachei for Aod^^ ungrateful return ta 
Ifcr father's xkifric;, snd reviled her, in 
the bimereft cernit; ifor her pride and po- 
verty ; adding every infult envy and ill 
nature eould invent to her inveSives. It 
is not probable oa early period would have 
been ptft w h«r «loqu«nce, had k not been 
interruprod by- the ftidden fall o^ th« 
chair, where Ae fat, erf the unhappy ob- 
je& to whom it was addrefled. 

Pale Kid motionltis, when they beheld 
her at their feet, fright «nd -terror took 
die place of anger; and dear 'felF bein^ 
ftilt the (A>]tSt in view, operated no«r as 
firoi^ly in their endeavows to reeov^, 
K it had before done in redacing her to 
tbe.fituation ihe was then in ; they got her 
laid OB a bed, unlaced, and almoft uraAed 
lier with hartfiiorn in vain. From the in- 
Aant Dalton left the room, her fenfes for- 
fook her, nor had fiw bcA fenfible of a 
Tingle 
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fingle reproach from either mother or 
daughter. To their mutual confternattoR 
and difmay, they found every effort to re- 
ftore her to life ineffcdual ; they fetit to 
every probable place after DaltoD ; he was 
not to be found. They then began to have 
the moll alarming fears for her life, 
and at length lent for Dr. Collet ; his 
fkill and attentiOBj in half an hour, 
brought her to the appearance of fenfe $ 
but her perfect recovery was preceded by 
a violent burA of hyfterics. Collet found 
himlelf exceedingly interefted for his patient, 
fo lovely a woman he had never before 
feen, and the fituation in which he found 
her, left not a doubt with him, but the 
diforder was on her mind i] and noc- 
wthftanding all he had heard concerning 
her, fhe bad fo much the peculiar happi- 
nefs of bearing in her open countenance 
the traits of innocence and ingenuity, 
that Collet became an inllant convert to 
ber looks : be alked, with the voice of 
kindnefs, how fiie found herfelf, and whe- 
ther there was any thing in his power, as 
doc> 
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ioGtOTx or friend, that would £>oth c 
relieve the evident diftrefi of her mind 
ihe thanked him fervently for the human 
ofier, but faid, at pTefent^ ihe had nc 
fuffidently the power of recolleftion t 
avail herfelf of his friendOiip, nor di< 
ihe chufe wholly to decline it: the ear 
-neftly begged, then, to be left to her 
Iclf, which was complied with on th 
part of Mrs. Daltoo with ibme difficulty. 
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The Elopement. 

XT Vfvi by this time three o'clocki and 
no X>alton returned i her dread of his re- 
appearance was unfpeakable j at 6rft it 
occurred to her (he might go to Mrs. 
Welters', but as that ftep could not fail to 
enrage Dalton, what could (he hope from 
it but to be torn from her proteftiod, or 
to be a tax on tKe gcnerofity of people 
who were little more than Itrangcrs to her, 
to pay his demand. If the idea -of Mr. 
Bently's particular charge prefented itlclf, 
it was accompanied by the fame conclu- 
sion, and her return to Mrs. Manfel was, 
for that reafon, render«d impraifticable ; 
but to continue under the roof of a man 
who could fuffer fucb a thought to enter 
his h»rt againft her, was to put berleVf 
^ entirely 
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entirely in his pQwer. As to Lord Sutton, 
it was ODfortunate fijr that paflionate 
lover, that he nrver obtruded ' on th« 
thoughts of his fair miflrefs, unattended 
by focnc very untoward circumftance by 
way of concooiitaat to, the antipathy (he 
fell for him. 

When little more than an infant, ihe 
was difcarded by Mrs. Melmoth, be was 
theperfon to whofe baneful influence Ihe 
attributed that misfortune ; when fhe loft 
the favour of Lady Edwio^ bt was the 
fufpe^ed, though iecret enemy i and now 
when her heart was breaking with grief 
snd apprehenfioo, her mifery originated 
with him i and coi^ any circumftance on 
earth induce her'to hefitate one nioment, 
whether to rcje^, at all rifts, or unite 
herfelf, for life, to a being Ihe held with 
fo much reifon in abhorrence? HSu Ihe 
determined never tobej and no w^ 
ofiering to her im^inaiion to avoid 
him but flight, it po (ooner flruck hef 
as her only refource, than ihe iitllantly 
lefolved to put it into execution } but here , 
again 
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again a tboufand difBcuhies occurred] Sie 
was wholly without acqtraintance, defti- 
tutc of .friends, and had very little money, 
not a creature in the created ipace of nature 
could (he apply to for protedion or affif- 
tance; neverthelefs, the alternative was tco 
horribjc to fuiFer her to deliberate, her 
part was to efolve. 

The ftage, ihe recolle<Iicd, pafled to- 
wards London at five o'clock; could fiie 
but reach that {he would have hope. Mrs. 
Wellers was in London, on the inquiries 
after her charafler in Grofvcnor fquare > to 
her (he might eafily write, and by that 
means put it out of the cruel Dalton'g 
power to be iroublcfome to her friends j 
the idea that again brought Dalton and 
his threats to her mind, was fo terrible, 
all fear of danger, all dread of throwing 
herfelf among ftrangers vaniftiedi of the 
wickednefs and villany every where to be 
met with in the metropolis, fhe had heard, 
but it muft be bad, indeed, if in any part 
worfe men than Sutton, or more barba- 
ro«3 than Dalton were to be found; the 
U-aft 
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leal): delay might put it out of her power 
to efcapej he might now be coming to put 
his threats in execution ; that verjr night 
might be fpent in a prifon, from whence Ihe 
could not be liberated, but at the expence 
of every thbg dear to her j no time wai 
therefore left for confideration. 

Her bed room luckily contained all her 
trunks, and what elfe of value flie could 
call her own; ihe haftily packed up a 
couple of gowns, fome llneo, and a few 
valuables, the late property of the deceafed 
Mrs. Manfcl; that doiie, the dodor's 
friendly offer recurred to her memory; the 
begged the- maid to call him without dif- 
turbing her miftrefs* who was at dinner ; 
the ^rl, who very much refpefled her, 
obeyed, and Collet was introduced alone 
to his fair patient. 
Her terror and agitation increallng ai 
■ the day advanced, her natural timidity 
gave way to the urgency of her affairs, 
Ihe therefore, inftantly aflccd him if , he 
was in earneft in his offers to ferve her? 
Upon tua word he was. 

VW«11. 
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"Well, then, sir," ftid fte, "it is of 
" the kft importance to me to be able to 
** quit this place dircAly; [1 have not 
•* a motnent to iofe, nor a friend in the 
"world; I am in debt to Mr. Daltoii 
" more than rs in my power to pay,, but 
"I leave thmgs of value behind me, thofe 
" trunks are all full of good cloathes, 
, "given me (burfting into tears) by a dear 
•* friend who loved me ; Ihaveno wifli but 
•* to pay as far as all! have will go; will 
** you. Sir, be fo good as to put your feal 
•* on them for that purpofe ?" ** I will 
•* do any thing you wifh me," faid the 
good-natured Collet, greatly moved. — 
** God reward you, Sir," anfwercd flie : 
** one favour more I have to aflc, which 
•* is, your advice how 1 fliall convey this 
" bundle to the ftage, unfeen by the f^- 
•* mily."— ** I wiH fend my boy," returned 
Collet, '* throw it out of the back win- 
*' dow, he Hiall receive and carry it round 
" the comer, whither you had beft follow 
** the moment you can get out," 

Mri* 
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Mrs. Dalton now coming up, (he doc- 
tor took himfclf off, firft giving a fignificant 
glance at the window. When he was gone, 
Mrs. Dalton began to wonder what was 
become of her hufband, where he could 
"be gone, and on what errand j for what- 
ever he might fay in his pafTioh, (he was 
fure, except very much provoked indeed, 
he would never take the ftep he had threa- 
tened Anna with ; to be fure it was a very 
grievous thing to have. a young perfon they 
had brought up as their own, and loved 
fo well, turn out fo obflinate, felf willed, 
and blind to her own intercft, as well as 
theirs ; and after always behaving fo well 
to her, to have her refufc an offer that 
would be the making of them all ; but 
ihe hoped, on feriouily confidering the 
importance and advantage of Lord Sutton's 
Jove, Anna, her dear Anna, would think 
better of it. The good woman who really 
loved our heroine, blended her happinefs 
fo entirely with the iniereft of hw own fa- 
mily, that Ihe perfuaded herfelf it was 
one and the fame thing, and ber intreaties 
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M ANNA.. 

were accompanied with tears. Anna had 
the gendeft of human hearts, every in- 
ftance of maternal tendernefs now returned 
to her memory ; ihe recollefled, with 
gratitude and affeftion, the expofed ftate 
of hec infancy, and candidly owned to 
hcrfelf,the hopes entertained of the ag- 
grandizement of their family through fiich 
unexpe^lsd means, were natural ; and, 
therefore* in confequence, the difappoint- 
ment bitter :~ Ihe was now, /or the laft 
time, perhaps, with a perfon who had 
bctn to her a careRil good- woman j it 
was yet in her power to fatisfy her own 
feelings, by amply rewarding the car? ta- 
ken of her helplefs years ; or it was yet 
in her choice to abandon what had been to 
her a parental roof, and by expoGng her- ■ 
felf to a pitylefs world, encounter evils of 
which Ihe had buta faint idea — her coward 
heart fhrunk from the trial. But what was 
the dreadful alternative? Lord Sutton, proud, 
defigning, and vindi^ive, was it probable 
.he would forego a fcheme, which^ by his ; 
own note, it was proved, had loft him (o 
, dear. 
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doar, OS would he not r«tber feek revenge 
ior the indignity ofiered his pride i Intereft 
Bx well koew to be the god of D^dton's 
idolatry : ip lich, fo powerful ' a man, 
whole very name carried a talifmanic infin-. 
^ce with narrow minds, wanted ftot the 
Sicans> and it was idle to think he would 
want inqlination* to prevail on him to aft: 
u be directed » the cruelty of his difpofi- . 
tion fhe knew, and t^xaded being its vic- 
tim; bHt to marry him, or indeed any 
other roan but one in the world, Ifae would 
die ftrft; and agqln, the terrors ifae befbce 
felt at the thoughts of Dalton's return, 
feized her/ which, iOn her being forbid ' 
walking in the air,' increafed to fbch a 
degree, . ic was with great difficulty flic 
was kept from faintiag ; &a then begged 
to be left to reft, as (he w£& (90 weak, 
and too much exhaufted for coaverfation. 
' Mrs. Daltoo, w^b ber natural good hu-^ 
mour, defired her to think on what Jhe 
had (aid,' and put it in her power to in- 
form Mr. Dalton, when he came home, 
of her refolution to apoto^ze to Lord 
Voi,. UI- C Sutton 
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Sutton for the rude and improper letter 
Ibe fent him, Anna's eyes filled widi 
tears as Mrs. Dalton afiWtionately embra- 
ced her at .parting; again her refolutton 
wavered— when rafting her eye towards the 
wiodew, ibe faw Collet's lad ■, that inftant^ 
therefore, was the crifis of her fate; no 
time muft be lo& in deliberation j flie 
threw out the bundle, iuid recommending 
herfelf and Kcr caufe to the proteftion of 
heaven, ftole down, unperceived, through 
aback door, into a lane, from whence a 
foot path crofled a field, out of the fighc 
of the houfe, and led to the high road; 
at the fiile ihe fotmd the lad waiting 
with ha things, and in half a minute the 
iUge, which CfiUet had ordered to Hop 
there, drew up ; fortunately it had no 
other pofiecger ; Ihe haftily got into it, 
.and drawing up the Ihutccr, which was 
lialf .wood and half glafs^ took breath. 
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the Storm. . 

In ihe firft -hurry of Anoa*s fpirits, flw 
knew not whether to lament or rqoice at 
the fuccefaof her fcheme; her unfriended 
lituatton, and total ignorance of any pare 
of London, but that lead eligible for her 
to be feen in^ or any one perfon to whom, 
in her prefent fi£uation> (he could properijr 
apply, fo OioGked her imaginitian,..that 
the coach no fooner moved o^ thJuj ^r 
courage failed; fear and apprdiedfion 
tempted her to return i fuppofe flie went 
to Mrs. Welleri only tn try whether a man, 
who had brought her up with his owa 
children, could really be fo cruel, fo in-^ 
human ; or whether his threats we^ noe,' 
as Mrs. Dalton faid, the eSeSts of paf-: 
&)o, "which would be fbi^t when that 
C 2 was 



a» A N N A. 

was over ; at worft, ihc couW but leave 
the Hill privately, if he perfiftcd in his 
demaads. 

This new plan, «ded by the recoiling 
of her imagination at the dreary profpeft 
before her, had well nigh been adopted, 
when over the top of die (butter, as flic was 
going to caft a wifliful look on the place 
Ihe bad left, a hackney coach palled, m 
which flie plunly faw .the hated vif^ of 
Lord Sutton in earnefi conference with Dai- 
ton— a light foconfirming to her worft fears, 
taroed'thefcale: flie threw herfelf on her 
knees, to thank Heaven for having in- 
fpircfl her with refolution to fly firom 
Che fnatc laid for her, and again endea- 
voured to think of fonK place, where flie 
ftiight becfor the preieot, iecure from the 
evils Qe bad efct^xd, as well as thole to 
which O'.e might be ftill liable: after turn- 
ing in her mind every poffible means of pro- 
eurit^ a laic and creditable lodging, ihe 
waa:obliged co leave that eflential point to 
ch«i|ce. 

h 

. . Google 
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It was about half pflft fix when the ft^ 
got to Whicechapel ; the firft ftand chcjr 
came to, Oie defired the driver to call her a 
hackney coach, and changed her vehicle 
withouc having yet determined where to 
go ; after being repeatedly a&ed by the 
coachman where (he was to drive, not being 
able to recolleA any other place, (be ati- 
fwered Wcftminfter — ** Weftminfter 1'* 
repeated the man, <' is t Ui^e |dace — you 
*' may a» well order me to drive to Lon* 
*« don— What part mua I go to?" This 
queftion,' £mple. as it was* confufed and 
didurbed her; after Tome hefitation, (he 
anfwered ** The Abbey." — The man 
mounted his b(a and drove off. Every 
Itep they went filled her with unfpeakable 
apprehenfions they Ihould foon reach their 
journey's end : where upon earth could lli« 
go then, whofe exifonce feemed of confe* 
quence to no creature ItWngr even the 
fltelKr of a hackney coach had a degree 
of comfort attending it; yet of thdt Am 
ihould foon be deprived. Every bufy &ce 
ihe pa(red, however meaa their appearance; 
C 3 were 
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were objcfts whofe fituatJons were in c6m- 
parifon of hers, enviable— They had a 
liome; they had conDeftionsj they were 
not dcftitute of the endearing ties of blood : 
even the wretched wanderer, who knows 
not where to^lay his head, could (hare his 
miferies with parents, children, or fome 
kind relatives, who would feel for, if they 
could not relieve his diftrefs. In the midft 
of thofe infupportable reflexions, it began 
to thunder and lighten, the rain poured in 
torrents from the heavens, and the coach- 
man, impatient himfelf to obtain fhelter 
from the weather, drove on at a furious 
rate — Anna was naturally terriBed at thun- 
deri it was a weaknefs (he was particularly 
fubjeft toi but at this period, the terror 
of the florm, loft in the more fliocking fi- 
tuation of her mind, was not attended td, 
till turning the corner of a narrow ftreet, 
which the coachman had chc^en to cut the 
way as Ihort as poOible> one of the hind 
wheels flew off and the coach inftantly over- 
turned : providentially (he received no hurt, 
but what was the e(k&. of the fright, and 
' ' that 
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that was much Ms than it would have 
b;?n, had fuch an accident happened 
to her .in lefs dtftreiTed circumftances. 
— People flocked to their doors^ al- 
ibought he ftorm continued Aill too violent 
to fu£Fer xmny to gratify their curiofity 
by. crouding round the broken vehicle: 
however, a decent, elderly woman, atwhofe 
Tittle Oiop window hnng a few pair t^ 
gloves and ftockings, ti^ther with ibme 
children's (hoes and caps, opened her glafs 
door and invited our h!!roine ii>: flie thank- 
fully accepted her civility, and was con- 
duded rhrough a^fmaU fhop into a fniaHer 
parlour, where fat s young womad ia, 
mourning, who very good naturedly offered 
her chair, and aOtfted the woman Of the 
Ihop in her civilities: the tears of Ahna, 
whofe inward agitaticHi was far greater than 
her apparent caufe, were no longer to be 
relhained; Che wept violently; and having 
ghrcn that'feafonable erent to her emott<Hi9 
grew mprt compofed. The firft thing that 
then ftrack ber, was the bundle, which io 
her confufion fhe bad forgot to take out of 
C4 the 
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the coach, but enth^ly ignorant of the vil-' 
lany pradifed conftantif in the metropolis, 
without feeling the leaft alarmed, Ibe now 
dire^edhcr attention to the carriage. 

A mob had by this time fuirounded it, 
the coachman had taken off' the horfes, and 
wai going, as hh faid, to aflc his mifter's 
-direfVions about the coach, when he was 
flopped to give an account of the lady'a 
bundle : the man richer had not feen it, or 
couiiteffriOEd it very well, for he dtredlr 
leturnt^ and f«trcbed evcfy part in sad 
about the Coach, without fuc^fs ; It wtt' 
not to be found. 

When this unfoFtunate cifcumftance 
v*s told Anna; (be actually gafped for 
breath, and far fbme lAomenti her counte- 
nance, ever expreffive of the feelings of 
her heart, looked the moft poignant de- 
fpatr. A watch, two guineas, and arooum- 
ing ring, was her whole pc^ffioh— With- 
out a fii^le change of any foit, a friifnd to 
fpcak to, or home to receive ber, (he found 
berfelf very nmch indifpofed ; had uncom- 
mon puns in her head and limbs, and the 
accumu- 
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accumulating ighf(ntanes that fbllQwed 
her, fo nested her, Ihe thought her woes 
were drawing to a period — Not ablt to 
ftand, die funk to the ground, exclatmtog, 
God be merciful to me! What is to coout 
next! The women in vain attempted to 
Jboth and pacify her j the agitation ^f het 
wind, the adventures of the day, and the 
uncertainty of what might yet happen be* 
fore the clofe of it, added to an uncommon 
heat and drought, which increafcd.everf 
moment, induced her willingly to accept 
of the humane offin- made her by Mrs. 
Hughes and the young woman I . men- 
tioned, to lie down on the bed* where lh« 
prefently fell into fo found a Qeep k was 
not eafy to awake her. 

The hof^Htable womea gave thcmfelres 
no other concern, as the night came on* 
about then* gucft, than wlut the idea, of the 
fufiferings. of the friends ef fft amjaJ^le a 
creature on her fiayiog out^ fuggefted — 
. I have faid, Anna's countenatiee . alwayt 
nade her friends j they vrerc chauncd: witii 
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her looks and* matioer, noi could tbey re- 
frain as Ihe \iy aOeep, admiring the beauty 
of her perfon — Above the middling clafs 
they were fure flic wasj her dreft was pei^ 
fedly genteel and good» though plain, it wat 
indeed the very CircalHan defcribed by Mils 
Bibins— A large black bonnet and cloak, 
a morning cap, and jbair quite undrelTed, 
hair hid the etegance of her figure^ when 
the entered the houfe ; but when thefe were 
temoved, flie appeared, as Ihe really was, a 
moft perfect creature. 
■ At midnight ihe awoke j but what was 
the confterpatioQ of the women, to find 
her totally infenfible to every thing around 
Iker, -and burning hot j' they immediately 
fent for a neighbouring aporhecary, .who 
pronounced her in a fever of the irruptive 
kind. 

' The di'ftrefs of the vfomeo may be con- 
ceived; when in addition to the fmall 
hopes he gave of her recovery to fenfe, 
befot^the turn of her diforder, their fearch, 
whicK was made in hn prefence into her 
pockets* left them iq wtire ignorance of 
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her family, friends, and connexions ^ In 
this dreadful ftate, Providence threw our 
heroine on the benevolence of people, whole 
goodncfs of heart and humane difpofitioa 
were fucb, that power only was wanting 
to' render them of the greateft benefit to 
fociety. 

Mrs. Hughes was a young widow, whole 
concerns had brought her to London for a 
few weeks, and had accidentally taken that 
lodging ; fhe declared, (he would not only ' 
give up her bed to-the poor flranger, but- 
would defray the expence of her jllncft:' 
the woman of the houfe and her daughter 
agreed alternately to nurfe her, and the 
apothecary engaged his conftant atten- 
dance — In this ftate of infedfibility happy 
to her, we muft now leave our heroine, and 
return to our friends at Layton» 
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A nehk AEnd in Difirefi, 

iV HEU Daltott went out in tke moni- 
ingi Im firft aim w«s to overtake the fcrrant 
who outied Anna's anfwer to her noble 
loverj rage gave him ftrength, and between 
walking and running, he reached the maa- 
fion of Lord Sutton within one ninute after 
•the man got admitctnce — The next thing 
was to endeavour to foften the harik un- 
grateful letter his Lordfliip had juft re- ' 
ceived— He was fliewn into the library, 
where he found that flower of nobility, try- 
ing to hide his mortified vanity and anger, 
under the appearance of contempt — " Very 
*' wel'a Mr. Paifon." faid he, with the open 
letter in bis hand, " upon my honour this 
•' fame ward of yours, does you infinite 
•* credit,*; ** My Lord, I beg, I intrcac 
"your 
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»» your Lordthip," bowing to the very, 
ground.-—" Oh, pray fay do tnore^ the 
" thing is at an cndj I fliall ceruinly not 
•• trouble Mi6 any more ; yetj^-^fwearing 
pretty riDun^, *' 2 man of my rank, my 
** conoeftiona, my fortune and figure in 
"the world, to. be refufed by a wench 
" with not a fixpence— but it is now plain 
** (he was undone I that Welch fellow had 
** certainly got her; it was impoffibleflie 
" could elfe have bun fo blind to the ho> 
** nour he had done her; but ihe would 
«* dearly repent it"—" That (he ftall, in- 
" deed my good L-ord," anfwered Oalton ; 
** if your Lordflup gives her up, Ihe Ihall 
** rot in a jail.** At this threat, the noble- 
munificent countenaoce of the peer bright- 
ened up: he agreed, fhe defcrved rio 
favour either from his good friend or 
bimlHf, nor fliould ihe find any; but 
\frhea he was acquainted with what had 
{Kifl*ed in the morning, he blamed Da1b>n 
for his well-meant zeal ; wifely concluding, 
if there really Was a connection between 
ber and Edwin, It was likely he yronld be' 
:^Ued to by hef, on fuch an c:iigence : 
how- 
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Jhowever, after many argomenta pro and 
con, it was drtenniaed Dalton lliould fue 
out a writ againft Anna for pne hundred 
and fifty pounds; and take down an officer* 
in prder, if circumftances fbould render it 
necefTary, to oblige her to return with him 
to town> and his Lordlhip condefcended to 
be of the party — But the Power who 
counteracts the det^ft-Uid fchemes, ren- 
dered this ftcp the means of difconcerting' 
the whole matter^ for had they not been 
met, as 1 have related, by our heroiDc, hcr^ 
terror at the ftcp fiie had taken, would have 
certainly carried h.er back, where in all hu- 
man probability, fhe muft at laft have be- 
come the property of the man flie moft 
hated on earth. 

She was not milled when they arrived at 
the village— In order to avoid any abrm, 
Dalton and his noble companion alighted 
before they got to the houfe, and the officer 
was direAed to put up the Coach and wait 
at the King's Head. 

.Mrs. Dalton and Peggy were at tea, when 

this uoexpe&cd honour dropped in on them» 

. grievous 
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grievous was the tale they had to relate — 
The Ibock poor Anna had received dwelt 
too ftroogty on Mrs Dalton's mind, not to 
be r^ieated with fincere diftrefs ; and Lord 
Sutton was warned by a look from the 
hulband, not to truft ber with any mote of 
their intentions than could be avoided. 

Mortified and enraged, as was that 
nobleman, be could not help betraying 
diflferent emotions, during her account of 
the pitiable fituation of his lovely con- 
querefs, to find jiimfelfi and what was 
more, bis fortune, held in contempt, at the 
fame moment that he yet adored the impla- 
cable objed, who thus dared rejed bb 
love and fcorn his power ; to know when 
they were of the mofi coniequence to his 
peacr, all his arts, all his plaufible, his 
ftudicd manoeuvres, failed in their expe^ed 
efied, inflifled on him a fenfitide ^ief i and 
the idea that Ihe who occafioned' it was 
likewife mifcrable, gave him a malignant 
pleafure ; but agun, when fancy brought 
to his mental view, the lovely, the en< 
chanting mud, ber in whom all his wifiies 
centered. 
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centered} torn with angu'iA), finking with 
dtftrefs and fear^ feedings of tenderneTs, 
utter ftrangers 'before, to his callous heart, 
foftened and unmanned him ; equally unable 
to boar fenfations To Qew^ or to exift under 
the torture of fufpence. he defired to fee 
her, and begged Mrs. Dalton to afiure her 

M Aiould be, if (he wifhed it, the laft time 
be would trouble her. 

^e went up flairs-^but returned in a 
fecond with a look of confternation, and 
told them Anna was not there. 

Wha^ was Ihe fo fooiv recovered, was ftie 
out i Oh, faid Dalton, 1*11 roufe her I'll 
warrant you} and going up called loudly 
on her name at every .ftep ; In fbprt the 

^-spartments, the gardeh,. and environs, were ■ 
all fearched j bo Anna was to be found. 
Well, it was'very fly, Peggy faid, but ihe 
was undoubtedly g<»ie to Mrs. Welters'. 
She was difpatched to inquire — ^Ihe had not 
been there— that lady went early to town 
and was not returned. 
- -A general courtcit was now called, and 
inquirieft made in ibc aei^^bourhood* Mr. 
< Bend/« 
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"BeDtly*s parting words were over heard 
^7 Peggy — (he would lay her life Anna 
was gone to the Abbey. Another meflenger 
was fent thete, and returned unfuccefsfuK 
Lord Sutton could not think of going 
home on that uncertainty, though his heart 
funk within hinv» aoc^ealoufy was among 
the new and comfortable innnates of his 
bofom. 

Laee in the CTening, a melT^ge was 
brought from Mrs. Welters, deGring to fee 
Mif> Manfel in the morning ; they avoided 
giring the fervuit a hint of her abfence, at 
the requeft of L(»tl Sutton, whofe pride 
was gratified in the fuperi<H- notice t^en 
of her b£ fo ardently wiflied to call bis own. 
He Itaid there thai night, but without even 
laying down, and refpeft obliged the family 
to accompany hint. 

The morning brought him no fatisfaftionj 
and the anxiety of his foul. To affefted his 
heakh, and lowered his fpirits> as rendered 
him an objeft truly deplorable ; he defired 
fome tea, and ordered the coach to convejr 
lum btrnie. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. UU 



CatiJid Ccncfi{fims. 

W H I L E the tea was geting tody, 
Mrs. Weilers, haviDg heard fome rumour 
of the clopemcDC, which was confifmed 
by Anna's not coming to her appointmcnr, 
walked down to- Dalton's : as fiie had no 
knowledge of L^rd Suiton's perfon, and 
either that was not an emblem of bis rank 
and dignity, or flie was fo ftupid as not 
to obfervc itj her eyes bruflied fligbtly 
over him to Mrs. Dal.ton, whofe looks 
plainly fpoke her want of reft, and difturbed 
mind, ibe alked after Mifs Manfel. 

D^s, Dalton burft into tears ; her appre- 

hen&ons were fecret but difmal, and Ihe 

dreaded every rap'at-the door would fatally 

confirm the iad prefage her mind had 

formed i 
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formed ; her hufband, who now faw the 
matter would become the talk of che place, 
thought to make the l>e(l of »> by faj'ing 
they had a few words, and Mifs Manfcl 
had left them in a huff. Mrs. Weljcrs ' 
fighed, but made no comments on either 
€de ; after a little iniigniScant chat, (he 
took her leave j it was, fo much bad Ibe 
been influenced in favour of Anna, painful 
to her to encounter the furmifes and hints, 
the knew would efnploy the whole village j 
flie could fay nothing in vindication of her 
favouriK, and it was irkfome to her, to hear 
condemned a young creatiire who had 
made fo great an intereft in her efteem in fo 
Ihort a time : flie, therefore, took the fi^d 
way home ; where, when (he arrived, Mn 
Bently was waiting for her. " Why Madam 
" ^yellers," fud he eagerly "your little 
*■* friend is naught at laft j (he is gone off 
" it Teems. Well, welt, I have been de- 
" ceivcd by man and betrayed by woman t 
'* and fmce this girl, whofe looks carried 
" the innocences of infancy into the matu- 
*• rity of beauty, has likewife impofcd on 
my 
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** my hopes, by a falfe appearaDce, I will 
** no more be a dupe to my own^ wiflies, 
*' but. Madam, can you fay nothing for 
** herj will your candour give her up ? Do 
•' fay fomething — for the credit of human 
** nature, do — fay this is a curfcd fcandalou» 
*f place — that rtie girl 13 ill ufedj and that 
** Ihe is under your prote^ion j— for the 
" lore of God, do." 

** I wi(b, Mr. Bently," anfwered the 
good woman, " I could with truth fay all 
« you wilh in her favour." 

«' What, you can't then ? and flie is 
•* not gone » your fcfn*s ? Curfcd be the 
** acts that feduced the faireft work K& 
** heaven; but ts it quite over, can no* 
** thing be done to fave or reclaim her?. 
*' Half my fortune wonld I this moment 
•• ^ve to have her now fitting at youp 
** right hand in innocence and honour." 

Mrs. Wellers, whole foulj fraught with 
every virtue of humanity, had all her fcx's 
foitnefs about it, and whole attachment 
to Anna'had been as pleafing. as ftron^ 
was affefted beyond exprellion at the 
earneft- 
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carneftoefs of the generous Bentlf ^ fhe 
droped a tear which infefted her com- 
panion. 

At this moment a Mrs. Wilfon was ah- 
nounced ; this [)erfon was formerly a fcrvant ' 
in the family, married the coachman, and 
was at this period miftrefsoftheinn hereto- 
fore defcribcd ; Ihe was an old maid when 
fhe entered the holy pale ; was then, and 
Rill continued, a woman of that voltibility, 
and thirft of knowledge, few things pad: 
in the village fhe was not acquainted wttfaf 
either in the public or private tranfaftions 
of its inhabitants ; and fewer ftill fhe did 
not repeat with her own comments and 
additions. . She knew Madam WeMers 
was very fond of the girl at the Mcthodift 
Farfon's, though fhe had not talcen half 
the noltce-of a niece of her's fhe had re-' 
commended to fucceed in her place ; her 
natural love of goffip was therefore in- 
creafedby two motives, one was, a deSre 
of fbewing Mrs. Wellers how ill judged 
her partiality was ; the other, a bit of rc- 
ycnge, for her prefuming to take a young 
. ■ . perfon 



46 ANNA. 

pcrfon into greater favour than her aforefaid 
niece-, flie ftitl continued to walh her mif- 
irefs's laces; the excufe for this morning*a 
calJi' was to know if ihe wanted any thing 
done, and before an aiifwer could be given, 
alked if Ihe had heard the news ? 

Mrs. Wtllers guefled it refpedtcd Anna, 
and not being under any reftraint with 
this woman, anfwcred ih the negative, 
«nd~bid her repeat what fhehad heard : ' 

** Why, dear me," ma'am, that young 
" body at patfon Dalton's has fbewn her 
*' cloven foot at laft ; in good earneft fhe is 
•* gone off with the gentleman, he who ufed 
** you fo ill. Sir," curtfying to Bcntly: 
■** what a pity it was you was fo deceived 
*',in her — every body wondered how it. 
" could be." 

" That (he is gone," faid Mrs. Wellers, 
'* I beljeve, but not with any gentleman." 
*' Ah, law, ma*am, well, to be fure, it'i 
•* vaft4y good in you i but indeed 'tis a 
•< great pity. Dr, Parker's old groom lives 
** with him, and he told my hufband and 
■• I no longer than yeftcrday, what a fine 
.V beautiful lady bis wife is, and a power 
S "of 
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•* of money (he brought him ; for roy 
*' part, I think 'tis a (hame fuch iluts are 
•' fuffered to live, I would have rhem 
** burnt alive* There was he, in a horfe- 
*' man's great coat, and Tom out of his 
" livery i I hardly knew him, I ann fure, 
" waiting and peeping about at our houfe, 
** till he got her off ; but it will come 
■** home to the hufly, that's a fure thing." 
Mrs.Wellerswasaftumfhed — Mr. Bently 
queftioned her over and over ; Ihe varied 
.not — indeed there was little room for va- 
riation, as it was literally true. Mr.-£d- 
win having Tent bis valet to reconnoitre, 
and heating by him that Anna walked 
alone to the hill,' watched for that oppor- 
Xuiutj of follou'iDg and fpeaking to her ; 
her fudden illnefs reached Mrs. Wilfon, 
and flie, according to cullom, fet it go- 
ing : Edwin was foon informed of an ac- 
cident that rendered his journey a fruit- 
ier one, nevertbolefs he watted, titl by the 
£une channel of intelligence he heard of 
her rerovery, and then returned to Lon- 
don. Mr. Bently groaned, and beat a ta- 
too 
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too with his oaken towel ; Mrs. Wellers 
was loft in thought, when Dr. Collet 
made his appearance; aod WiUbn was 
ordered to wait in the kitchen. 

In the alTiftance given our heroine, X)K 
Collet had been wholly aftuKed by the 
divine impulfe of humanity and compaf- 
fion; he had not at the time fuffered a 
thought of the propriety, or even the le- 
gality of the ait to inttrvene between his 
philanthropy, and- his prudence ^ he had 
folemnly engaged, to put his feal on her, 
cffeAs i but it had not occurred to him it 
was proper he fhoutd know her motives 
for the defperate ftep fhe was taking ; h« 
had promifed young Herbert to w«ch all 
her aftions, and yet had aflilled her to 
move out of his knowledge; thofe things 
confidered, he was out of humour with 
his own conduAj and having mufed.on 
the part it now became him -co a€t, till, be- 
wildered in his ideas, he walked to the hill 
to communicate the whole tranfadionj and 
to take Mrs, Wellers' advice and opinion 
on it. Mr. Bently and the lady were ae 
a firft 
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fitft bmSf Mttntiw, bat die flpry iboa 
made iotercfted auditors, when it waa con- 
cluded : " tben," cried Mr. Bcntly with 
Irao^un, " the ii not at laft gone with 
" tiat puppjr, mi be w<u wiHing to giw 
" up her Snejy to pay her debti ? Poor 
"girl, though gimn by a friend whp 
"loved her tool Ah, lovely girl, ^ou 
" wilt find many, I fear, who will foppijf 
" that Wt love! Yes, the lion loves the 
"lambtodeilroyitj but itiball bethioe 
"own fault, if, whether oow innocent or 
" goUty, thy future fteps lead not to ho- 
" nour and peace." Mrs. Wellers' Hrft 
impreffions at hearing Collet's relation, 
were thofe of joy j but when fte laid 
every circumftance together, there ap. 
peaied nothing in ier application to the 
doftor, for his alSltance, to clear her 
from the fufpicion of going with Edwin j 
that^ and the manner of her departure, ac 
the ioftant file knew inquiries were mak- 
ing into her charader, was rather a con- 
firmation of the worft, and, indeed, was 
one ftrong reafon why he was diffatisfied 
Vol,. lit e „ 
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tt his own condu&, which appeared, on 
reflection, rather an a£t of weaknefs than 
liumanity. Not (o, Mr. Bently, he wai 
obftinately'benton retaining every BiToura- 
ble , imprcffion of her, and fo peevilh at 
the leaft hint that tended to fee any pare 
of her conduA in'a blamable light, that 
Mrs. Wellera fufl^red him to depart with- 
out acquainting htm, as Ihe did the doc- 
tor, with all her reafons for fearing the 
worft. 
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CHAP. LIII. 



Frtncb PoHtj. 

W HEN we left the Edwtn family* it 
was not -with the moft favourable ideas of 
the ftability of their friendlhips, or the 
confiflency of their conduft. 

Frajan had ftrong reafons to fear, as 
well as CO hate Anna. No fooner had flic 
fhut each avenue of kindncfs to her at 
Melmoth Lodge, than, infatiate in avarice 
as revenge, flie began to confider how, in 
every point of view, the innocent girl's 
ruin could be turned moft to her intereft ] 
half the money Mrs. Melmoth, by defire 
of the Colonel, had ordered, Ihe put ipto- 
her own purfej void of principle,' mo- 
defty, or common honefty, it was not to be 
expected the amiable governaote would 
tofe any opportunity of Uackening the 
D 2 cbarafter 
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diara£Ur of a young creature flie had fo 
deeply injured, and whole return to fa- 
vour would difcover her fraud and ini* 
quity: one enormous a£t of wickcdnefs too ^ 
often is fucceeded by another ; encouraged ~ 
by the fuccefs, or neceffitated to con- 
ceal the paft, the prc^^reffion of vice, 
after the firft plunges, becomes not only 
cafy, but convenient : Madame Fnijaa 
wanted not thefe inducements} the money 
was already her own, fiinnc point lace of 
Mrs. Melmoth's became next a temptation, 
too invitingly in her way to be irfiftedi 
Anna was employed in looking it over the 
morniog of her difmlflion fi<om the Lodge. 
It was very elegant and'valuable, but had tc 
been ten dmca more fo, Mrs. Melmoth " 
vould not have thought of demanding ic 
of our her<UDe before her departure. In a 
few days, however, the lace was inquired 
after i the houfe was fearched from top to 
bottom ; it was no where to b« found, •« 
it was certainly ftole : Frajan infifted on 
Baving ber trunks a^id drawers ezammed, 
although^ Die« nterd, fhe bad.heraofor^ 
I beea 
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been rrufted with jewels to the value of 
thourands, and could have her charader at- 
tefted by fome of the firft Englifti ladies j 
but as it had been her misfortune to be com- 
panioncd in the manner fiiehad'fince her 
refidence at the Lodge, not only her trunks 
but her perfon muft be fearched : in this 
reafonable requeft Mrs. Melmoth begged 
ihe might by all means be indulged. No 
lacccould befound ; and the child, on whom 
the wind, a kvf months before, was not 
fiiffered to blow too roughly s in whoie bo- 
fom vice of any kind had not 'found a 
place, was branded as a thief. Mr. Mel- 
moth's affairs were in too much confufion 
to fuffer him to attend to the chit.chat of 
hiahoufe; and his wife's credulity Iwd her 
too open to the artifices of Frajan : the was 
the caGer duped by her, as the (lory got 
abroad, and wasimplicitlybelieved acAihby' 
Grove. Colonel Gorget protelted it wa» 
what he expefted : that gallani "^TOterau, 
though he had not a doubt about whoirad . 
xeally got the lace, was plea&d to encourage 
. any report that would add to the. difgrace 
D s 06 
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of the poor orphan, and for ever bar each 
pafTage, humantty and r^;rec might eUe 
have opened, for her re-entrance to favour 
at Mel moth Lodge. 

Thus, Brfl among the fervants, then in 
the village, from thence into every gentle- 
man's houfe in the vicinity, from them to 
the next nr,arket town, and fo over the 
county by degrees, a lamentable ftory of 
Mrs. Melmoth's robbery, and by whom, 
was circulated, and univerfally believed j 
with this limple addition, the one fuit of 
point was magniBed into three, to which 
were added fame jewels of great value. 

This tale at laft coming to Mr. Mel- 
moth's ears, greatly accelerated thedifchvge 
of Frajan ; he turned her out of the houfe 
the indant he heard it, declaring he fliould 
as foon fiifpeft his own child of being dilho- 
neH as Anna. 

On Frajan*3 return to London, (he 
found her friend the Colonel in defpair 
of recovering the fugitive Anna, but very 
civil to her, though unable to procure her 
admiffion into any other genteel family ; 
and 



A , N N A. ss 

and Lady Waldron, being at riiat time paft 
fear of any difcovcry in the power qf her 
^lU de cbambrt to make, having been un- 
fortunately interrupted, in a very intereft- 
ing tele a tite with her own footmao.by the 
perfon moft concerned in the difcovery, 
namely^ her Lord, neceflity obliged the ac- 
coniplilbed French woman to lower her 
views ; and Oie afterwards filled the fcveral 
fiations of 

Figure-dancer at tbe play-houTe^ 

Bar-maid at an inn, 
' Sultana to the niafter of a ftrolling pup- 
pet- Hiew, 

Teacher at a.boardtng-fchoo1, and 

Houfckeeper to a fingle gentleman frifeur^ 
- from whom flie had received notice to pro- 
vide herfelf, at the time her enobled patron 
formed the dcfign of giving the Coup de. 
Grace to his fortune,. liy carrying off, in 
his fifty-fixth year, an heirefs under twenty- 
one. 

Lord Sutton was introduced ,to Lady Ed- 
win and her daughter, at a falhionabte af- 
lembly, where he was an invited gueft. 
D 4 The 
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The riches of thcEi^vnns were exaggerated 
by thi world : theoeconomy of th«r well- 
regulated expences enabled them to do . 
fo many benevolent} and even magniticent 
things, and their payments of all kinds were 
fo pundual, that, ample as wastheir fortune, 
fame dotibled it : t}\ii antienc and honour- 
able houfc of Trcvannion was likewife uni- 
Tcrfally known and acknowledged ; they 
were the firfl. women at the aflenibly, and 
his pride attached hitn to their party during 
the evening. The Weak fide of Lady. Ed- 
win was family pride; of her daughter, 
perfonal vanity : Lord Sutton's lludy wa^ 
woman's weaknefs, and hia triumph their 
folly : he made fo good a ufe of his pene- 
tratioft, that he received from Lady Edwin 
i general invitation toGrofvenor-fquare. 

There, in his freqyent viiits, he faw hit 
way to Cecilia ; he artfully exhibited his 
own riches as a temptatioa whereby he 
might poflcfs hinifelf of hers ; he foon be- 
came enamoured* "he adored, he died for 
her ; and fo far fucceeded, as to obtain her 
permiflion, to apply 'to her parents fot 
their 
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tBeir confcnt to his felicity : but Welch ob- 
ftinacy was not to be fubdued by Irilh fraud > 
for though he had made himfclf mafter of 
'every memorable event in Lady Edwin's fti* 
mtly, tho* he knew the particulars c^^l the 
littles in which her anceftors had diflia- 
guilhed themfelves j^ and hebad the princely^ 
Llcwetlins, the heroic Tudors, and the va- 
cant Hughs,, of her race,, at his finger's 
end, it would not clear, from his oWh gti- 
Beatogy, the blot of Gorget. 

Thcfon of anlrilh adventurer marry into 
the family of Trevannion I the offer was 
not fimply rejeAed, it was an infult ;- Lady- 
Edwin would not hear it mentioned ; {he 
fhoutd btuih to look on the bufts of her 
progenitors after fo ignominious an aA : all 
flie could be prevailed on^ and that with, 
great difficulty, was to conceal her indigna- 
tion, and put a negative on Lord Sutton's 
propofal, without alligning any particular 
reafon. 

Mortifying as this rejedion was, he 

concealed the rancour it occafioned : the 

pride of Lady Edwin Simulated hit own ;. 

D 5 hers. 
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hers could not be greater than his ; the 
difference was, hers was founded on a real 
grandeur of foul, that valued the virtues 
ai much as the honour of her anceftors^ 
and piqued herfelf in equally fupporting 
both.i his was the poor boaft of riches ac- 
cumulated with dilgrace, and wickednefs 
crowned with fuccefs. Not defpairing of 
bringing the daughter to avenge his caufe 
on the mother, he affeAed to fubmit with 
refpeA and patience to a fentence which 
robbed him^ he fwore to Mifs Edwin, of 
more than life. Like a philofopher^ white 
he laid a plan to undermine parental autho- 
rity j like himfclf, with a guarded caution, 
he continued his footing in the family, pay- 
ing, hti devoirs at ihe fbrine of vanity and 
folly, affiduoufly improving every opportu- 
nity of ingratiating himfelf into the young 
La^jr's favour. 

Mtfs Edwin began to grow extremely 
tired of reftraint, though flie had as little as 
moft ladies of the age, in her purfe, her 
drefSf and her vifitors ; but the dignity of 
virtue, and the regular, honourable fyftem 
«f 
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of conduft adopted by her parents, forbade 
the dear flirtation, the polite freedom, of 
ibme part of the beau monde i a married 
lover, for inftance. Lady Edwin would 
have fliuddcred to have feen her daughter 
fmile upon ; a known libertine Ihe admitted 
not within her doors j and all coquetry Ihe 
utterly defpifed. 

How much more delightful, then, to fi« 
- gUre avay as Lady Sutton, accountable to 
no one for her aftions : as to the old Lord, 
it would be enough for him to have the ho- 
nour of fo fine a creature to bear his name, 
fpend his fortune, and at tin>es, when no 
more agreeable engagements offered, to 
f refide at his table, without his prefuming 
to interfere in her condudl. 

She had nearly bmught herfelf to lifl:«n 
to his propofals of elopement, when het . 
joarney to Bedfordfliire fufpendcd his opei 
rations •, but, like a wife general,, toni 
Sutton took care to have a friend in- the gar- 
rifon, in- the perfon of Madame Frajan, 
whom he procured to wan on. the young 
lady i and at the time they returned to 
D & town 
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town all was ready ibr the laft fiep ; he waa 
to figbf fwear, and vow j Frajao to plead 
the caufe ' of fibertjr aod pleiUiirc t whea 
vengeance, in the formed an angeV flopped - 
his career. 

Concluding, as I )«d before^ that Anna 
-was really the daughter of Mrs. Melmoth» 
and quite out of his reach> thedefpairof 
agaiB meeting her had conquered the vio- 
lence of his appetite, without effacing from 
his heart the impreflion of her beauty ; 
Anna Daltoo vraa often prdcnt to his ima- 
gination i her opening charms, recurred to 
his memory, and excited defire, when no- 
thing elfe could. 

When, therefore, this trufly confidant 
brought him the news of her re-appearance, 
and that, in a fituacion to warrant a renewU' 
*c{ his former hopes 1 , the journey to Scot- 
land, the riches, nor the faiiuly of Mifa 
Edwin, had any longer attrtdiona : he li- 
berally rewarded his intelligencer, and feac 
her home with full infinifldons for her con- 
dud, and a promife of reward for her future 
fervices. 

After 

■ , Cougk 
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After reckoning the moments till ten 
•'dock, he repaired to Lad^ Edwin's aA 
fembljr; where the firft fight of Anna, 
drove every other thought of womaa Out 
of his head j his heart became a.wiUJDg 
vidim to the mature lovelinefi of the child 
he had followed with his unhaHowed 
wiflies J every glance of her eye, every turn 
of hercountenancej and every gefture,gave 
htm emotions, both of love and fear ; he 
fat, indeed, by Mifs Edwin; he attempted 
at compliment to her, but his looks, his 
admiration, uid his.paffioo, veri all di- 
reded to Anna ; and his hopes now refted, 
with anxious e^emefs on the affiftance of 
Frajan, whom he fcnt a billet to before he 
left the houle. 

The envy and jealoHfy, which had ba- 
nilhed from Mifs Edwin's mind, every kind 
thought of the young perfon Ihc had once 
honoured with her friendlhip and correfpon- 
dence, was increafed by her obfervation 
of the looks direfted from her noble lover - 
to Anna j pride, in this cafe, was as ftron* 
an excitement to hatred and diflike, as incli° 
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nation in that of Herbert j yet the rancour 
of herdifpolltioD mufihave recoiled on her- 
felf, had not her good fortune furnilhed 
her with fo refpeftable an affiftant as M^ 
dame Frajan. — Afcer out heroine retired 
from the drawing room, and the aflemblf 
broke up, Cecilia begged an audience of Sir 
William and Lady E^twin. 

She began, with great a&cted humility, 
to alk their forgiveness, for what had pafled 
in the morning, ailedging her natural 
warmth of temper, and her vexation at fee* 
ing fo very unworthy a perfon held in fuch 
efteem in their family. — Lady Edwin 
coloured, and riBng haflily was -going 
out of the room, when Cecilia threw 
herfelf at her feet, and adced only to be 
beard. 

Sir William doted on his childrent and 
this fofmeft and humility in his daughter, ' 
fo unufual, and fo unexpe^ed, might have 
got from him half his eftate, had that been 
the object in purfuit: be intreated his- lady 
to ^ear his dear girl, and raifing her in hia 
arns, bid her fpeak, afluriog ber of aU 
a parent's 
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a pareat's fondeft love could do to make 
her happy— A well-timed flood of teari 
completed the triumph of theanful daugh* 
ter over -her guilelefa parents — - Lady Ed- 
win was re-feated, and Cecilia, after a de- 
cent time taken to re-coh3pofe her features, 
defired her woman might be admitted, who 
could acquaint them of fomething in Anna 
Manfel's charaAer, which would con- 
vince them of the little pretenfioni {he 
could have to the rank (he held in their 
family. 

Sir William wifhcd to do without a 
French evidence; but hisdaughtei'pcrfifted, 
and Frajan was ordered in. 

The account given by her of Anna, was, 
that when flie refided in Mr. Melmoth'i 
houfe, in quality of governefs to her chtl- 
dren, the pcifon who now had the honour 
of being companion to Lady Edwin, lived 
there, having been taken oiF the parilh by 
Mrs. Melmoth ; that Ihe had ungratefully 
returned their chaiily, by^very fpecies df 
ill behaviour, and had at laft robbed her 
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ben^adrefi ; that fiie wu then fent awajr 
to her parochial fettlement, fiocc which ffae 
had not heard .of or even ften her from 
th»t'tinne (three or foar years ago) till this . 
morning, when Ihe was no Irfa furpriledto 
meet her in her prefent £ti»tion, than ta 
iiear her addrel^ by the name of Mantel,, 
her real one being Dalton. 

This ftroke, pre-concerted between her 
and Cecilia, had its efl^ft ; (faame and fur- 
prize were blended in Lady Edwin's coun- ' 
tenance; flic profefled fhe wanted faith; 
her fitter, Mrs. HerberCi had recommended 
her to them — Was Ihe certain as to her 
perfoD as well as fads ? 

** Lord Sutton, Madam, is Mrs. Mel- 
" moth's near rdatioa i he was at the Lodge 
" when the affair happened, and will, I 
** dare fey, confirm toy account" •* So 
*' you fee> Madam," fatd Mifa Edwin,. 
*' you have not only taken a beggar, a 
'* thief, and impottor, into your favour 
** and confidence, but you have afhially 
*• introduced her to your circle, and made 
" hrr the companion of your children." 
' ■ The 
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The forrow and mortification this account 
of Anna gave Lady Edwiti, was at thofe 
rq>rdofs, changed to anger and refentment ; 
fhe fent a card to Lord Sutton, to aik, 
if be had known Anna Dalton at Mel- 
moth Lodge ? If (he was difcharged from 
thence on ill behaviour ? If her honefly 
was doubted ? And finally, if the young 
pcrfon who prcfided at her aflcmbly un- 
der the name of Manfet, was the fame? 

The ANSwBit. 

" Lord Sutton's bcft complinncnts to 
. *' Lady Edwin ; aflures her, it is with in- 
'* finite reluftance he anfwers the -queries 
" contained in her card, but hopes, as the 
" girl was very young when Lord S. 
** knew her, time, and fuch great favour/ 
" Ihewn her by a perfon of Lady Edwin's 
*' rank, may have worked a change in her 
'• difpofition. 

" Lord Sutton did know Anna Dalton 
** at Melmoth I-.odge — {he certainly was 
*' not difcharged for her goodnefs — her 
" honefty was indeed much fufpefted— Ihe 
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" is the fame perfon that lives with Lady 
" Edwin as companion." 

The moment this card was delivered to 
Lady Edwin, fhe wrote to Mrs. Herbert, 
the letter which Anna was, as I have faid 
"before, ordered to. deliver, fcvetely re- 
proaching her, for introducing into (o an- 
cient and honourable a family:, & perfon, 
whoTe origin and aftions were a difgrace Go 
any place : fhe then recounted her crimes, 
as they had been reprefented to her i and 
bitterly added her change of name as a 
sonGrmation of the whole. 
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CHAP. LIV, 



Polite Wedding. 

JVl R S. Herbert finking under domeftic 
diflrefSf which the dtHipated and unfeelibg 
conduS; of her hufband continually in* 
creafcd, was, though exceedingly fhocked, 
lefs folicitous about the fate of Anna than 
in eafier circuftances fhe would have been \ 
Ihe examined her only on the laft part of 
the charge, and finding thai well founded, 
gave herfelf no farther trouble, bat obeyed 
the mandates of her enraged lifter immedi- 
ately, by dlfcharging the fallen favourite, 
and endeavqured to make her peace with 
the family, by recounting all (he had from 
the deceafed Mrs. Manfel known of her, 
which indeed amounted, as Mifs Edwin 
faid, to nothing, as fiie bad been intro- 
" duced 
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duced at Llandbre as the near relation of 
the parfon's wife— This difgraccful hiftory 
of the early part of her life, gave that 
young lady an opportunity of entirely root- 
ing out of her family, an objeA that mor- 
tified her vanity, and obftruAed her views ^ 
of conqucft. 

Mrs. Herbert and Patty were enjoined 
to hold no correfpondence, or give any 
' countcnanace to fo-worthlefs a bodyj- Mrs, 
Herbert engaged for them both that they 
would not; and as for herdaj^ghwr.overawed 
by her coufin, who, from her bofom friend, 
afFeftcd to treat the moft amiable, and gen- 
tle creature in the world, with a haughty 
diflancc, the rcverfc of what Ihe had beea 
ufed to, flie wanted courage to put in a 
word for her abfcnt friend ', though flic 
well knew, from the tenourof her conduft» 
as well as the principles the had always 
adopted, and her praAice of every femalo 
virtue, it was impoQible AiC could be- 
guilty of the mean vices laid to her charge. 
Though unable to fpeak in Grofvtnor 
Square, when th«y returned to their lodg- 
ings» 
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iDgs, flic was very eloquent to her msuna, 
reminding her of a thoufand inftances of 
goodnels and even greatnefs of foul> they 
bad been wicnefs to in Anna. 

Mrs. Herbert, more than half convinced 
by the generous pleadings of her daughter, 
would have been happy to indulge her, by 
again ferving Anna, but Ihe was not at li- 
berty to aA as Ihe thought properj Mr. 
Herbert's corineftions on one hand, and his [ 
neglc£t of his affairs on the other, bad fo 
involved his circumftances, that the large 
mortgage on their eftste had been twice on 
tiie p<nnt of being foreclofed, when X.ady 
Edwin's generofity and aSeSion faved it. 

It was now again in the fame predica- 
mept, without the fame rcfource. 

Mr. Herbert was fo fer from wifiiing 
to conceal the caufes of his ill management, 
that even iq this excurHon, he brought pub- 
licly his woman and her famSy with him, 
and the fame atcendftnts as If flie bad been 
his wife. 

Sir William, -enraged at the perpetual 

We u^rcd his -fiftw, tvkifed any more 
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to affift her undeferring huftxand : this re* 
fufal was avenged on the fuffering wife, by 
the moft injurious ufage. 

Dead to the calls of nature, and callous 
to the pleadings of humanity, it was of 
po import to him, that his amiable and , 
promifing Ton : was obliged to his Oncle 
for his prefent fupport at the Univerfity, 
Mid his hopes of an eftablilhment in life: 
that his lovely daughter's charms were to- 
tally overlooked, for want of the golden 
bait, which drew half the town after hef 
lefs charming coulin ; or that his deferving 
wife owed to the fraternal love of her bro- 
ther, evcQ the contra^d appearance Ihc 
now made j while :her fortune her rank, 
and accompliflimcnts ehtitled- her (o figure 
in the firft circles. Since his' miftrefs, and 
her children, could no longer be fup- 
ported, it was not necelTary for him to be- 
fanheron aayterms with a wife, who could 
not fupply his' profligate nccefCties. 

Cecilia's diflikc of Anna was very vi6- 
fale, and her intereft over her father well 
Known } infulced at . home, d* ings» 
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abroad, it was not for them/ Mn. Her- 
bert ftid, to fet out champions for the dif- 
trclTcd} it might be thdr ruin ; fhe there- 
fore begged her daughter to let the mat- 
ter reft, at leaft for the prefent. 

Young Edwin heard this new oharader 
of Anna with more pleafure than he chbfe 
to (hew ; if Ihe had loft her reputatioOj 
whether juftly or not, Die would be come- 
atable, her pride would be lefs, and hi» 
conqucft eafier; his valet well knowing his 
attachment to Miis Manfet, when he heard 
her clothes were fending off (a fccret of 
that kind cannot remain long fo in a 
gentleman's family) watched with fo good 
fuccefs, that he was able to inform bis 
mafter where fhe was gone to, wijen he 
dreffed him» a piece of fervice which was 
handfbmely acknowledged by Mr. Edwin. 

A rich wife now becoming necel3ary to 
prevail on Sir William, to give him an in- 
dependent eftablifhment tn l,ifei when he 
might take to his arms the charmer for 
whom he fighed, when uncontrolled by 
the advice of bis parents^ and- indifierent 
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(o the opioioo of ibfi world, he nug&t 
keep, in the firft ftile, the ^irt he loved i 
the charms of Mifs TurbvUle became 
ereiy day more attracting, and the paf- 
fion of her lover more violent, her con- 
fent was obtainedt and at the impprtuoate 
felicitations of Mr. Edwin, the marriage 
celebrated at the feat of the lady's guar- 
dian, in Bedfordflure, almoft inftaotaoe* 
ouQy. 

Money does every thing in Loadoti ; 
and SeddoD, with that glitteringgead, con- 
trived> in a month, to fumifh their houfi; 
with the moft }uzurioiis elegance, before 
,Acy went out c^ town. Mr. Edwm tak- 
ing Mifs Herbert afide, a&cd bcr if flie did 
not long to hear from her friend ? " Yes, 
^ indeed, my deat* cou0n, I do," anfwered 
flie eagerly. " Why then," laid hei, 
** write a note and leave it in my library, 
** and,'* iioiling, " I thtak I can promife 
•* ycffl an anf*cr." 

She did, direfily, as fte was inftrQ^tedi 

but an accident happmcd to the anfwer, 

which drew on t>er the difple^fore of all 

her 
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her famitjr, and more particularly that of 
Mr, Edwin. 

An heireft, a toaft, a coquette, was 
Mifs Turbville, with juft as nnuch under- 
ftanding as was neceflary to form fuch i 
character } flie married Mr. Edwin with a 
difpofition, which, had it been improved 
by Attention and affe<5tion on his lide*, 
might have changed the unamtable part 
of her charafter, and rendered her a valua- 
ble member of fociety i his pcrfon uncom- 
monly handfome, his talents unqueftiona- 
bly good, and thofe adorned whh every 
advantage that education could beftow ; 
his manners inflnuating ; his addrefs pleaf- 
ing and pcrfCtSly police ; It was hardly 
poffible for Mifs'Turbville to avoid being 
fttisfied and happy in the choice her de- 
ceafed parents had made for her. 

Mr. Edwin's, perfon and manners, if 
not enforced by a great eftate, would have' 
made an imprelTion on her heart, though^' 
perhaps, not of that ferious naturp as to 
induce her to Jbrego that advantage ; flic, 
therefore, notwithftanding her paffion for 

Vol. Ilf. E admi- 
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admiration, thought, when fhe married, 
but of loving, and being beloved by her 
buiband. 

But a vcty few days> nay bours, had 
paft, after the wedding, before fhe found 
too flrong reafons to fufpedi the match, 6a 
his fide, had been perfeflly one of con- 
venience. 

The lai^ fortune fhe was heirefs to, 
with an agreeable perfon, great tafte in 
drefs, and infinite fpirit and vivacity, had 
made her a divinity with, half thefops-of. 
the agej Satcered, followed, and carelTed, 
in every circle in which (he appeared, file 
had not fufpeiflcd any man could be pof- 
- felTcd of fuch charms and attractions fo 
univerfally acknowledged, without being 
tranfported with love and gratitude i but 
the cold, inanimate fettlngout of Exlwln's 
career in his married flate, his incrcadng 
neglcft both of his wife and home, told 
a different tale. 

She was jealous of his want of affec- 

t'lun, without any particular reafon for iul^ 

piclon. Cecilia Edwin, with equal pride, 

■ vanity. 
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vanity, and tafte forplcafurc, had more 
art, more cunaing, and lefs beauty, than 
her fifter-in-law, whofe confidant Ihc was; 
her obftrvations of her brotl*r had made 
a difcovery which (he was anxious to im- 
prove, and was, in confcquencej under 
pretence of idlenefs, often loitering in his 
library and apartme^tsi her keys, of which 
&e had a great number, were tried to his 
writing table in vain j the Jock was a very 
good, one, and curiofity was in dcfpair> 
when one morning, Mr. Edwin, whofe 
vifits at Brookes's were become long and 
frequent, had returned home fatigued, 
and half aflecp, at feveain the morning, 
and his valet being Ukewife tired, they 
had both quitted the drelHng room with- 
out perceiving bis keys, which were left 
on the table, and were fcen by Mifs Ed- 
win in her ufual perambulations over his 
apartments. 

With trembling eagerncfs fhe flew to 
the repofitory of her brother's fecrets, and 
inftantly found Anna's note to Mifi Her- 
bert, which Mr. Edwin had not though c 
£ z proper 
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proper to deliver. « Now," /aid.'flie, 
agitated beyond ezpi;einon, ** fhall I .find 
** out the cunning of that creature j ^nd 
** now will I expofc to my lifter the vil- 
*' lany of her hulband."* 

She was mtftaken, no villany appeared j 
the note was to her coufin. *•' Fool," faid 
£he, " he is aduatly carrying on a corre- 
•' fpondence between his miftrefs and her 
*' lover, this letter to Mifc Herbert is 
•• meant at Charles ; however, with or with- 
•* out your leave, my wife brotlier, I fhall 
•' take, the liberty of opening this corre- 
•• fpondence to your wife ■" but after pcru- 
ling it over and over again, the found 
nothing appear that, inftead of 'criminat- 
ing Anna, did not fpcak highly to h«r 
praifc. * ' 

So direft a contradidion to her fufpi- 
cions ftriking her very forcibly, a tranfienc 
regret arofc in her m'lnd for depriving 
Anna of her mother's favour j but it was 
only tranfienc i for Frajan urging the in- 
jury pffered to Mrs. Edwin, in a corre- 
fpoodcnce with Mr. Edwin, for which he 
could 
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tould hav^ but one motive, and that a 
Ihamefui one, and reminding her, if fhe 
had any defigns upon Charles Herbert, 
how neceffary it was to perfuade his lifler 
of her diflike to Edwrn, the fptrit both 
of rage and jcaloufy continued to influ- 
ence' her a'gainft the unoffending Anna. 

The moment ihe met Mrs. Edwin, the 
fuHen, difTatisBed look of that young bride 
kiijdled into refentment, by the fight of the- 
inclofure to her hiilband ; {he now found a 
reafon for his defining her bed, for his' 
cutting indifiFercnce, and cold negleift — 
She wept and tore her hair. Hyfterics and 
bitter reproaches accompanied this difco- 
covery, as Ihe called it, of her hufband's 
infidelity. 

The carriage was immediately ordered, 
and Lady Cecilia was furprized to fee at 
her toilette both her daughters, her atten- 
dants being at their requeft difniiffed : the 
letter was produced. 

Lady Edwin was not more haughty in 

h^r difpolttion, than humane in her fenii- 

mantstthcprideof high Wood, was accom- 

£ ^ panied 
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panied with a generofiiy of foul, and eleva- 
tion of ideas, that fhe deemed' hereditar]r 
virtues, and which, next to hereditary ho- 
nours, was mott valuable in her eQimation. 
That a girl (he had turned from her houfe 
and family, in a manner fo difgraceful, 
fbould have flrength of mind to write fuch 
a note, fo conformable to her own Ideas of 
propriety; that amindfo vitiatedin itsown 
pradlices, could fo charmingly dilate to 
that of another, was a .contradi^ion Oie 
could not reconcile } and the warmth of 
her temper never fuffbring her either to b^ 
a moderate/ricnd, or placable enemy; her 
partiality for Anna, and in the fame degree 
her anger to thofc who had, as Ihe inftanily 
believed, fallely accufcd her, returned : bue 
the fituation of her daughter-in-law, young, 
fatherlefs and motherlefs, deferted b^er 
hufband at fo early a period, which flje 
foaad to be too truly the cafe, aSedteil her 
exceedingly. 

His propenfity to gaming, which he had 

- always fccretly indulged, was now public j 

be was married to one woman, while his 

heart 
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heart preferred another s that other, the 
moft likely, had he been united to her, to 
have drawn him from every evil habit ; and, 
not obtaining her on the terms which only . 
now was in his power to offer, as likely to 
make him dcfperately carekfa of the future i 
or, if he did gain her, no doubt could be 
entertained of her entire power over him. 

Thus, then. Lady Cecilia foundjhe bright 
profpc5ts her imagination had formed, of 
feeing the honour and virtue of her anccftors 
perpetuated in her fon, clouded by fears 
of a moft alarmifig nature ; the more pain- 
ful, as Ihe could not reveal them to either 
of the young ladies. 

Mrs. Edwin's tears and -diftrefs, called 
for, and received every confolation mater- 
nal affeftion could offer } flie affured her, 
and begged her to believe, a little time and 
experience, joined with the unabating t^n- 
derhefs of fo charming a wife, muft have 
its weight in the mind of a fenfible man : 
and, with refpe£l to this paper, added Ihc, ■ 
darting an angry look at her daughter, which 
your officious, and I wi(h I could fay welU 
E 4 meanin£ 
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meaning, curjofity, hss expofed, for God's 
fake deftroy it ; no one reprchenfible thought 
is here fecn on the part of Ann^ Manfel :' 
you find, the only degree of blame Ihe can 
incur in the tranfaftion, by clandeflinely 
correfponding with Edwin, is done away 
in her note : lliould your brother, Mifs, 
know of the liberty you have taken with his 
letter, he would not incur my cenfurc Uy 
putting a repetition of fuch a breach of the 
laws of honour out of your power, by for- 
bidding you his houl^.' 

This threat had more weight than any 
other part of the converfatioo on the two 
ladies ; the id.^a of reparation was not to he 
borne. Young Edwin did not intend to re- • 
turn to Wales this fumtiter ; if he quitted 
Londi)n at all, it would be to a family 
manfion of his Lady's in Shropfliire; and, 
if Mifs Edwin quarrelled with him, Ihe mufl 
go with her filly mother, and be content to 
converfe with her fimple coufin, Patty, 
or be chieSy alone : the iirfl: was a bore,, 
the latter intolerable; withavery ill grace, 
therefore, Ihe confcntcd to obey her mother, 
ftipu- 
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ftipuratihg only, that Patty ihould be fe- 
▼erely reprehended, and forbid, under paia 
of their general difplcafure, ever more tO' 
fepeat an aft of fiich difobedience ; in this 
ihe was indulged : as Lady Cecilia was ' 
Tcry angry with Mirs Herbert,, the pru- 
dence of Anna but' aggravated her offence ; 
ftnd though Ihe did not think it necelTary 
to reveal it to them, Jhe had ferious appre- 
hehfions of her fon's conduft. In her heart 
Ihe yer efteemed our heroine, and would 
have gladly re-inftated her in her family^ 
but at pKfenc it appeared totally im- 
proper. 

She therefore fent for Mrs. Herbert and 
her daughter, and in the prefencc of Mrs. 
li^lwin and Ceciliai treated her with tefs 
ttndernefa and more afperitj, than fhe had 
ever done, or indeed, had occafion to dOy 
before. " . 

Mrs. and Mifa Edwin then left them,.- 
haughtily returning Mrs. Herberi's civili- 
ties, and- totally overlooking thofe of her 
daughter. 

E 5; ■ Mrs.. 
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-Mrs. Herbert, with all the eloquence of 

^ grief befought her fiflcr to forgive the 

poor girl for what had happened; and Patty 

joining her fupplications. Lady £dwio was 

icon appeafcd. 

Seeing ihey ftill appeared very difpiritcd,* 
ihe. inquired with great tendernefs into the 
caufc — Mrs. Herbert, with looks of fad- 
.nefs and defpair, kept fileni^; but Fatty 
burfting into tears, informed her Mr. Her- 
bert had been that morning arretted for a 
debt of feven hundred pounds, contracted 
by Mrs. Nichols; and that he was carried 
at his flwn requeft to the King's-Bench , 
prifon, as he faid, he was wholly without 
rcfources to pay that and many other 
demands he expeded would be ntiade on 
him. 

Not left furprifed than afFcfted, Lady 
Edwin aiFeftionately embraced them, fay- 
ing, (he never fhould forgive herfelf for 
aggravating at fuch a period, the diftrefs 
they were in ■, (he infifted, as flic did not - 
know Jiow Sir William would chufe to aft 
towards Mr.' Herbert, to take on herfelf 
the 
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the government of them, and that they 
fliould direftly fend for what things they 
had at their lodgings, and ordered th«~ 
maid who attended them to follow; th$ 
man, fhe fuppofed^ her mailer might 
want. 

Mrs* Herbert and her daughter were tot* 
little accuAomcd to fuch fcenes^ not to re- 
joice at leaving a place where they had 
fuffcred fuch mortificacion and difgrace: 
their baggage was foon removed, and be- 
fore night they were comfortably fettled in 
Grofvenor fquarc; Lady Edwin omitting 
no one thing that could alleviate their dif- 
trcfs i but Sir William was inexorable to 
Mr. Herbert, nor would hear of his affairs^ 
except he would relinquifh that cflate ic 
■ was no longer in his power to keep, to iiis 
fon, on which terms he offered once more 
to pay off the mortgage. 

This was refufed^ with fcorn by Mr. 
Herbert; whofe miftrefs being removed 
with him into the liberties of the prifon, 
(aidj he wanted nothing of them. 

E.6 \ Sir 
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" Sir William, enraged at his hardened ^I- 
lany, refufed to hear eren hb beloved filler, 
in behalf <^ a man (a loH to evetj fenfe of 
honour ; and to avoid any farther folictta- 
tions he was pre-determined to rejed, pre- 
vailed <»> Lady Edwin to leave town imme- 
diately: Mrs, Herbert declined accompany- 
ing them ; ibe had hitherto fulfilled, to the 
titmoft of her power> her conjugal duties, 
nor could ftie now, in the hour of difirels, 
notwithftanding his libertine conduA, pre- 
vail on herfelf to defert her bufband. He 
had foitnd her coming to him, but the 
chofe to ftay within reach of ferviog the 
father of her childreo. ' 
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Young Herbert, whofe ill ftate of 
faealch preveoted his being at Mr. Edwin's 
wedding, was fent for to towii on this grie- 
Toiu occasion— Ttiough fond of his mo- 
ther, whofe idol he tras, and always feel- 
ing for her in treatment, he did not think 
himfelf escufed by the bad opinion he en- 
teruined of the morals of his father, 
from paying his duty to him .as his fon. 

indeed that . Ainhappy aian had ever 
treated each of his children with indulgence 
and tendernefs, though he fo blindly ran 
on in aftions he well knew mufl: in the end 
TAiin their fortunes. Mrs. Herbert's join- 
ture was all thaj: w^ left of. the wreck 
^ their once affluent circumflances — He 
had 
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had never propofed to her parting with 
that-, and if he had, her ftrong maternal 
feelings would have refufed a facrificc for 
which her dear boy would fuffer. 

Charles found his father in a fituation 
wKich wrung his foul, in a paltry lodging 
at a grocer's (hop, up one pair of narrow 
ftilirs, in dirty linen,' and unfhaved face. 
At a table, with his bottle before him, fat 
Mr. Herbert ; his once handfome perfon 
loft in the flovcniy difguife of inebriety and' 

' indolence — On one fide fat his miftrefs, 
with two of her children, on the other a 
a man in navat uniform ; they were in a 
roar- of mirth, when the appearance of 
young Herbert/ in whofe countenance the 
diftrefs of his mind was vllibly pictured, 
brought the blufii of fliame into lus fa- 
ther's cheek, and impofed lilence on his 
companions — Charles was at iirft only 
fenlibic of the dreadful change in Mr. Her- 
bert's circumftances : to viHt him in pri- 

~fon, and to know that his vices brought 

him there, were fafts^at at once filled him 

with conspaffion and fhamc -*- but the 

changed 
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changed figure of a beloved parent, took 
from bim all power of reSe£tion — • In the 
effiifions of filial tendcrnefs, he remem- 
bered only the wretched fate of his father, 
without thinking on the Iniquitous life in 
in which it had originated. 

Mr. Herbert was not an ill-natured 
man; the agony in which he beheld a Ton, 
of whom he had been always proud, 
brought to his mind In full force, the in- 
juries he had done his family ; fhame and 
grief overwhelmed him; and when Charles, 
with folemn refpeft, afked if nothing could 
be done to relieve him from a Hate equally' 
diftrefBng and diJgraceful, he hid bis face 
and wept aloud. 

A paufe enfued. 
* Young Herbert-had then a view of his 
father's com pan ions — he recoUefted Nichols 
when flie waited on his mother; a glow of 
indignation took poOeffion of thole features 
which but a moment before espreffed no- 
thing but duty and affedion — Daning a 
contemptuous look at her, he bid her leave 
jbe room— She, heated withliquor, refufed 
ta 
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to obey himj on which, forgetting the re- 
fpeft due to bis father's prcfeace, he role to 
turn her out. 

Nichols was violent in her teiiiper^ and 
virulent In her language, her rage increafiid 
with her refiftatic.c, her outcries brought 
the man whom ihe called brother, to her 
alHftance j he was a lh}ur, ill-Jooking fel> 
low, about thirty-five, and ' made up tO' 
Herbert in a threatening pofture — The 
young man, whole natural ftrcngth and 
courage was increafed by a fenfe of a fa- 
ther's ruin and a mother's injuries, that 
mother, now full in his mind, with all- 
her forrows about her; burfting with rage 
and angaith,. as an objeft more fuitable <o 
him, he inftantly let go the Woman, and 
feizing on her champion, threw him down 
ftairs where he lay fenfelefs. 

The alarm given by fuch an affair wa» 
fbOD fpread; a furgeon was immediately 
lient for, who found hia collar bone broke, 
and oae hip diflocated, and, moreover, from 
the habic erf body he wai in, pronounced 
him in the utmoft danger;, the woman tore 
her- 
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h«t h^r, and ran about diftra£ted^ vowing 
fhe would have blood for blood. 

Thofe threats from otic he well knewca* 
pable of puniDg them in execution, (truck 
Mr.' Herbert t o the f oul j it was in vain he 
iiQ^ernt^Fei' to be caTm'i To-jKgjt the 
event, and to have in confideK^tion, ttTat it 
was its /ttt (he fc violently vowed to be the 
deflrudba of. 

Iflftead of the effefts he wilhed his en- 
treaties to have, it only exafperated her 
more, and fevcral expreffions Ihc let drop, 
giving him reafon to fuppbfe her concern 
was for a perfon criminally dear to her, 
though he had been looked on, and fup- 
ported byhimasher brother, he threw him- 
felf into the arms of his fon, crying-, *' Oh I 
" Charles, Charles, canft thou yet bear the 
" prefencc of a father, who, for that devil, 
"has brought thy amiable mother, thy 
" lovely fifter, and thyfelf to ruin •, who, for 
*' her, and for wretches like her, has entailed 
" poverty and dependence on his pofte- 
" rity i and who now, by the vile excefs of 
** wick- 

C5 .id,.Goog[c 
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" wickednefa has perhaps brought his 
"only fon to an untimely end. 

" Fly, Charles ! leave me, while yet the 
" confufiori and the abfcncc of that fiend 
" will admit it — fave, for the fake of thy 
" poor mother, a life of fuch confequence 
*• to her i let not my crimes drive her to 
*^ madncfsj let them not rob my innocent 
'« Patty ef h^r only proteflor." 

Charles, his heart wrung by the grief 
of his father, and fliocked at the likely con- 
fequcnces of his rafiinefs, yet felt a joy 
not to be defcribed, at this confeffion of 
his fenfe of the errors of his life j- he en- 
treated him to be ccHnforted; now, that he 
was fenfible of the wrong fteps he had 
taken, fortune would again fmile on him. 

Oh never, never, anfwcrcd thr diftraft«d 
man ! — Go, go, my dear, my noble fon — 
if thou would'ft not rob me of my ftnfes, 
let me know thee out of danger ; — fwear 
thou witt inflantly quit the kingdom: — 
trifle not with my agony j leave me, I com- 
mand thee, this inftant, if (running to his 
piftol) if thou would'ft not fee me add firi- 
cide 
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cide to my" other fins. — Terrified ac this 
threat, hefwore to obey him. 
The vile woman had now left the room, 
- to adift in carrying up the man i inthecon- 
fuQon and hurry it was therefore pofllble to 
pafs unnoticed. " Fetch another furgcon,'* 
faid Mr. Herbert to his fon, " this moment." 
On that pretence, he paOed the people in 
tbehoufe, and, what was ftill more lucky, - 
the conftables, who had been ienffor on 
the 6rft alarm by the outrageous Nichols. 

When he reached the oppofite fide, he 
looked up at his father's apartment, where 
he faw him ftanding watching eagerly whe- 
ther he had efcaped, which finding he had 
effe&ed, he waved his hand, pointing to 
the South, meaning for him to go to France : 
this be refolved to doi but he had matters 
to fettle, of more, confequence to him than 
even the prefcrvation of exiftencej his mo- 
ther's weak health and fpirits mufl: be armed 
for the news, and there was one more perfbn 
ke wtlhed not to leave England without 
fteing. 

He 

• Cc-:,dj.GOOglc' 
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He bad heard from his fifter, .of Anna*s 
difgr«e in Grofvenor fquare ; the' vices laid 
to her chai^ he gave not the Icaft credit 
to, but he was not fo clear in his fufpicions 
of her conDeAion with Edwin, which he 
was now conHrcned in, by hearing of the 
note he conveyed to her, from his lifter. 

Attached to her from principle, as well 
as paffiooi which had increafed ia everf 
interview, he found himfelf unable to con- 
quer his prejudices in her favour, — Not- 
withftanding fo many reafons to think with 
left refpeft on a woman of doubifal charac- 
ter, his partial fancy wandered over her per- 
fedionS] and dwelt fo flrongly on her 
charms ; reafon, reBe£tion, nor the infupe- 
rable bars of fate, had power to lefien her 
empire over his mind. —• Though his peace 
was.deftroyed, and his health impaired by^ 
the continual itruggles of hope and fear in. 
his bofom, he at laft Hole from Oxford, 
■ and (what myftery will not love develope) 
traced Mlfs Mantel to Dalton's : it was at 
this period he< made his acquaintance 
with Collet, with whom he regularly cor- 
refpondcd i. 
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ref^xmded ; It was him he wanted to fee to 
the 6rfi inHancei and, as he' was going, 
perhaps for ever, to endeavour to obtaia 
one interview with Anna, merely to catch' 
a laft look, to confefs to her his hopelefs 
love, and to tiy to prevail on her, for 
her own fake to return to Parfon Manfel's, 
and to bid her adieu for ever 1 

He crofled the water, and taking a 
coach from Trtwer Hiil, arrived at Lay- 
ton the very day after Anna left it. Col- 
let gave him a moft friendly recepdon, 
and told him he had juft wrote an account 
he was forry to give him of Mifs Manfel. 
Mr. Herbert's countenance, when he 
entered, was fluflied, partly with the agita- 
tions of his mind, and partly with the idea 
in ■which he had indulged himfelf, of vent- 
ing a paffion that deft royed him, at the 
feet of the objefl: who infpired it, changed 
to a deadly pale, not daring to alk what 
he dreaded to hear; for however ftrong 
. appearances were againft our heroine, the 
rooted good opinion and refpeft which 
her conftant fociety and conduct had given 
him 
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him at Llandore^ and the eftablUbed amia- 
ble charader flie bore during her refidence 
there, as well as the love expreffed for her 
by fo good a man, and fo worthy a woman 
as the teftor and his wife, together ^yth 
the fecret hopes which ever-accoinpanies a 
lover's wifh, had always flattered him fhe 
might yet be iaoocent, though not 'for' 
him. 

But now Collet's difmal coootenance, at 
once the enfiga of pity and ill news, 
fliocked him beyond the power of utter- 
ance; after a little paufe, however, his 
reafon reafumed its fway, and he heard the 
account of her elopement with emotions of 
forrow, in which compaffion was vifibiy 
blended i he regretted her not being fol- 
lowed, though now all doubts of her fe- 
duftion by Edwin were at an end. Thofe 
only who have felt every joy blafted, every 
wifli fruftrated, can form an idea of the 
diftrefs of mind he laboured under at this 
moment} his heart died within him; the 
thoughts of flying to the continent ho lon- 
ger engrofled his attention ; of what value 
was 
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was life to a man deprived of the wretch'* 
laft rcfource, hope ? He revealed co Col- 
let the accident that happened to him, and 
the confequaaccs he had fuch reafon to'ap- 
prehend from $he efie£ts of bis palBon. 

Collec now turned as pale in his turn. 
" What," cried he, ** can you then fo 
** coolly talk of an event that may bring 
*• you to an untimely dcajh ? why, for 
" God's fake, are you here, why do you 
" not leave the kingdom f But flay, where 
" is the man do you lay ? Here, write, 
•* write direftions •, and. Lord have mercy 
*' upon us, what will become of your 
** friends ? you fay you have a mother ? you 
** arc too much in love to think of her, I 
** fuppofe.— Come, let us go," putting on 
his hat- 

Herberr, whofe filial attention had been 
wholly ioft in the defpair which feized 
him on CoHet's. account of Anna, now, 
indeed, remembered he had a mother, one 
whofe life hung upon his welfare, and a 
lifter who doted on him j he tberefiwe 
gratefully accepted of Collet'i offer toac' 
company 
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compftnf him to town to vilit the man, 
and to render him any fattjier fervice the 
exigency of the cafe required. 

When they reached the Borough, Col- 
let, alighted, and Herbert ^nt on to the 
London coffee houfe, as a place leb likely 
, for him tq be known, in cafe of the worft, 
than any one in thie vicinity of St. James's 
endof the town; WhenGoUct arrived at the 
grocer's, he inquired for Mr. Herbert, 
and was moft agreeably furpriftd to hear he 
had gone from thence, having feot for his 
lawyer, and removed himfelf to the Fleet } 
his next inq,uiries were of Mrs. Nichols 
and .her brother. 

" Brother !" anfwered the woman of 
the houfe, " the fellow ihe calls fo is bad 
*' enough I believe, and ihe fufiers enough 
*' for him ! but I afiure you. Sir, though 
** I let lodgings, if I had known ihe was 
" not Mr. Herbert's wife, "ftie ftiould not 
*' havt fet her foot berej it wasjioc the aft 
" ofa gcnileman to bring fuch a creature 
" to an- honefl; houfe, when he had got fo 
** good a lady and iuch fwcet children — 
•'Poor 
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** Poor dwr gendicvotiMU}, t^-Wav&A have 
" melted a heart of itoat to have ftea ber 
** and her dxughur, lamenting over each 
** otbet-, and fillbg on their kneei to prajr 
** the fcm might get out of the klogdom, 
" for the Doftor fays, the man will far- 
•* tainly die." 

Collet could bear to hear no more j he 
inquired where the furgeon lived, and 
having got directions, waited on him im- 
mediately; he happened luckily iiototfly 
to be a Jkilful, humane mah, but one 
who had walked the hofpicals with CoUet; 
and was an old acquaintance— He gave 
him tvery light into the mao^s-finjaiSon in 
his power, and concluded by fayia^ if 1c 
was poffible to keep thetvomati from him^ 
he (hould hope to lower the fevbr; and 
in that cale, the thigh being redii£ed,and 
the bone fet, he might reco^r jbut though 
he had told her the evil confequtfnces Whtch 
woukt certainly follow her obftinately dif- 
turbing him with her turbulent gri^ 
be had not been ^le to prevail on her tb 
leave him. - 

Vol: III. F At 
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. At Collet's clefire they went there, md 

being fhewn ioto a rocvn adjoining Aat 
where ihe patient ]a.j, hcfird Nichols in a 
loud fcej, between crying and fcolding, 
vowing revenge againft the murderer of 
h?rd?aT Jack. 

She was informed the Doctor wanted to 
fpeak with beri when Aie made her ^- 
pearance, .he begged her to think on the 
advice he had^ given her, and if the life of 
- ^e, lick perfon ^as really dear to her, to 
permit him to be quiet. 

Cotlec was a very good furgeon, apothe- 
cary, and man-midwife } he was more, he 
ItAQW a little fmattering of the ]aw> which 
he 14^^ 'picked up in his yo:ath at the houfe 
of 4n unqUwho was of that profeAion. 

Thfr landlady entering with very little 
Cfireinony/ at this moment, to demand her 
Knc, and at the fame time to require lecu< 
lity,: for what might become farther due 
bi^fprcthe man would beiif to nnoveif he 
, reciovered. Collet afked who had taken the 
lodgings? Mr. Herbert was the aafwer.— 
f This lady, then, can have no right 
u: . *!heic,» 
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■< here," faid hc; " I wJU pay what may be 
** due ^otil th^t gentleman^ you niuft your* 
•* feif determine whether, when I difcharEpe 
" the apartment, you will accept this lady 
** for your tenant." 

« Not for the world," anfwered the wo- 
man i " the beft ladies, whofe misfortune 
" it is to be obliged to live in the rulea, 
•* occupy my apartments j I have no occa- 
*' fion to take in caft miftrefles." 

Nichols, whofe cunning equalled her 
wickednefs, for the firft time now thought 
of the unthrifty game Hie was playing. 

Mrs. Emmerfon, indeed, k^iew well 
enough from the beginning,- the character of 
Nichols; but w-hile her lodgers paid before- 
hand, and fpent with profufenefs, money, 
whichj if properly applied, would go far 
towards fatisfying their creditors, it was 
her way to be the moft fervile and fawn- 
ing of creatures; but when it was no longer 
in their power to feed her unbounded ava- 
rice no one knew the art of changing 
fooner or with fb little ceremony. 

Fa Mri.' 
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Mrs. Herben, Ac lawful wif<e, widi he* 
diugbter, vrhak ap|]>Baranee in their un* 
drds was efegfut and genteel, and in a 
carriage, (one cif Mi. Edmn's) which was 
fplen^d, were ot^ed; of infioitelj more 
confeqoenc^ to her, than Nichols, now 
abandoned by her keeper, although the 
liad maintained, at a moft extrav^^nt rat^ 
fdl the faintly, from the time they had 
been in the lodgings : this the wcetched 
^rdman felt, and though fhe was not fo 
deftittite of die means to infure refpcA as 
her landlady fuppofed ^ the idea of being 
debarred from feeiag her quondam bro- 
ther, brought her to a humble fenfe of her 
fituadon, flie promifed if {be was fufi«red 
CO condnoe there till Tyrrel could be fafely 
removed, flie would not enter his room 
without their leave: , 

On this, Mrs. Emmerfon was promifed 
payo^enc of every expeace that Ihould be 
incurred, and the two furgeons then vifited 
the padent. 

They found him with ev^ jymptom 
of an ioflammatory ievf r, reftlefs, and ap- 
parently 
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parmdjr in, great agony, yet fenfiUc. He 
aflc«d with e^eriula if tbew were any 
&opes of his recovery ? Mr. Walker told 
him, and it wu cenfinned by Colleti that 
all depended on his bnng kept quiet. 

After a littk paufi;, ** Then," iud he, 
** gentiemen, you admit k to be doubtful, 
■* and that is enoi^h to give me warning 
^ that I (haU fboo be called upon, to an- 
X (vrer ab the bar of heaven, for the fins 
" of my paft life : while I have my fenfts» 
** then, tct me make all the atonement ngm 
" in my power, for the injury I han 
" done the gentleman, who, if I defer i^ 
** and die, muft fuffer 6x an a£t to which 
" I provdced him." 

Mr. Walker would have advifed him to 
compofc hiinfelf for the prefenc, alledging 
the certainty there was of the leaftagita-. 
tlon increafing the fever; but Collet, who 
thought if he expired as foon as his con- 
k&Ott was ended, it was of far left im- 
port, than keeping one moment in fufpenft 
the fafety of fuch a nm ai Chsrlcs Her- 
F3 - -.Six bert; 
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berr> . ran out of the roon:i> and in a fecofid 
returned, with pen, ink> and paper, and ad* 
viGng him to. encourage thofe repentant 
thoughts, fet down with great gravity to 
take his confelEon. 

Nichols, too guilty not to be alarmed 
at Collet's condu6*, ruflied fiercely in^ de- 
manding what they were at? Her prefence 
vifibly difordered the fick man ; be begged 
flic might be fent out of the room^ and Col- 
jet feizing her, not in the moil g^tle man- 
ner, forced her into an adjoining apartment, 
locked ber in, telling her in a determined 
YQice, if Ibe attempted to interrupt theni 
again, fhe Ihould infiandy be turned out of 
the boufe. He returned then to his of- 
fice, and took down the following particu- 
lars, given at broken intervals of pain by 
the patient: " 

** James Tyrrel yoluotarily confefles,- 
" he lived fellov fervant with Elizabeth 
'* Nichols, by whom he had a child, be- 
** fore Ibe waited on Mrs. Herbert, on 
** which account , be abfcondedj and enr 
** tered on board a' man of war^ that find. 
"ing 
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" ing Mr. Herbert fiad' taken ^icfiols into 
" keeping, and that he was a man of inte* 
** reft, he applied to his old- friend, wh6 
** was rejoiced to fee htm, and introduced 
* him to Mr. Herbert as her half brother, 
" and prevailed on him tO' get him a gun- 
" net's warrant; that they Renewed their 
■" connefticm whenever he could leave the 
** ftiip, which having done once too often, 
" he was brokej fince which they had mu- 
*' tually agreed to make up a fum of money, 
•* and elope 'from Mr. Herbert ; that riicy 
•* bad fucceederf fo far as to realize twA 
**■ thoufand pounds, and the next morning 
'* (now they had got all there was to be 
*' had) was fixed for their departure when 
" the accident happened, which is like 
" to end in this criminal's' death } but the 
" (aid James Tyrrel foJemnly declares, in 
" the prcfcnce of Jofiah Walker and Je- 
" remiah Collet, that he firft a0aulted Mr. 
^ Herbert, without any provocation what- 
** ever, and he is fure that gentleman was 
" wholly innocent of any detigns agalnft 
« his life." 

F4 With 
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With this {Mper as &on as figned and 
witneiTed, which was done in the prefcDce 
ofEmmerfon and bis wife* who werefiua- 
AODcd for the occaGon, Collet was in fuch 
a hurry to get away, chat he forgot to li- 
berate the lady, or to get into a coach he 
had ordered to be called, but ran away to 
the London coffee-houfej where he found 
Mr; Herbert, with a packet of letters be- 
fore him, fealed and directed, and himfclf 
xeady to let out. 

Collet congraiculated hJm on thp good 
news he had brought, and Ihewing him 
the confcflSoq of Tyrrel, now averred there 
was no occafioa for him to leave his 
frieoda and country. 

It is not to be doubted but Herbert was 
glad to fiod the black aod abhorred crime 
of premeditated murder was not ajttr^uted 
to him ; but afqu'ittal of this, and every 
.Other error of bis o»ure, could not f^ve 
peace to his bofomi there the feducing 
form of Anna forever dwelt — Reafoo nor 
philofophy could reconcile him to her lofS) 
which every moment afflided him. be- 
yond 
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y^ the klht — Hia beatc fimk «ken 
])e reficAed <» hn prefeot Otua^ion ; he 
had pon&dered and r«-confiikrod kow be 
cfluld ex^it, breathing tke (ivne air with 
her, for erer loft t« him-r-having concluded 
it impbiQbte, lie rcfalred to leav« the king- 
dbro, and when on the Contlaent, write to 
his fcicnda for kare to continue fome 
Ume abroad prerious to his entering the 
Temple. 

Collet's intelligence, tbcrefore, bad not 
th9 cffcd he expefted ; Herbert found his 
mother had been at Emmeifon's, and that fhe 
concluded him gone; the reafbn he choTe 
to affign for parting was, he thought beft 
avoided ; and having given his friend thofe 
reafons, and engaged his correfpondence, 
he lent for a chaifc and iet off for Dover. 

Collet> from the time he had left home,, 
till the prefent moraenr, had never be- 
jftowed a thought on Layton? but the in- 
ftant be had done the laft friendljr office 
for Herbert, and had fecn him from the 
door, it occurred to him, that he had three 
vomen, from^ each of whotn he was ia 
, F 5 hourly 
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bourly.eEpe^tionof afammoDS, twomeii 
In fevers, and a boy with a broken I^, 
every one of whom he ought to have vifited 
thait evening, and that he had lefthonie-' 
without the kaft intimation of where .he 
"was going or when he Ihould return^ he 
had alfo promit^d Charles to wait on Mis; 
Herbert in the morning, and inform her 
of all that had pafled at Emmerfon's, but 
without hinting that he had feen her 
ibn> or on what occalioni immediately 
then throwing himfelf into a poft-chaife, 
he returned to Layton. 
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ijft^V DreJtHg. Room. 

Xt was broad diy when the DoAor reached 
his own houfe, which was in nofmall con- 
fufion on account of his abfence; finding " 
he had- not been particularly winted, he 
retired cxtremelj^ fetiguedj and enjoyed the 
heavenly repofe a fenCe of! having adted 
under that diving ctxnmand of loving our 
neighbours as- ourfelves, and. doing unto> 
all men as we would they Ihould* do unto> 
us, infurcs. 

The next morning brought M.n. Wfel-,- 
lers, among the reft of his-friends, tojequirot . 
by what fudden power Collet jiad.vaniflied's. 
her, and her only, he made: acqu4i))ted wi^ 
the whole affair, (hewed her the Jetters be: 
f Eonufed to deliver, and which he intended 
F 6. going: 
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going to town to do as foon as be had beea 
round to TiQc bis patients. 

The one direAed to Mrs. Herbert in 
Grofvenor Iquate, caught her eye i fhetold 
him (he had two days ago been twice there, 
and was aflured alt the family had left town. 
But as I have not informed my reader of 
the fuccefs of that lady'a inquiries after mjr 
heroine's charafter, I muft account for 
Jbme part of her behaviour, by doing it 

BOW. 

She went} her fon efcorting her , to Sir 
William Edwin's, where ezprefiing much 
difappointment at hearing they had left 
iown> the fervant told hw young Mr. 
Edwin lived in Portman fquve. They 
drove there — the ladies were not ftirring— 
they a&ed what time they irould bevidble? 
About two o'clock — At two they returned, 
and were ulhercd through a fmte of magni- 
ficent rooms j intQonCf in which fat Mrs. 
Edwin and Cecilia, attended^ by Frajaf^^ 
who was now ^ually the favourite 4^ 
both lifters. '-" 

3 ^'^ 
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Mn. Wellen* curicflt/ was «xdted 
About thofe young ladies^ tnore from dkft 
fcports of others than any thing (he had 
heard from Anna; her grateful Tcmem- 
hrasce of the former kindnefs of that £1- 
ouly had fealed her lips, rcfpefting uiy itt ' 
qualities Mi& Edwin inight be fubjeft to i 
aa M Mrs. Edwin fhe was in a manner a 
firaoger to her; but fuch very fine ladies 
could not but be famous; they led the: 
modej the Edwin cap» hat, ihoe, and lalh, 
were univcrfally wore. 

They were fitting on white fatin Ottch. 
manst a fuperb breakfaft equipage before 
them; the room breathed perfumes; it was 
decorated with the choiceft and moft 
beautiful Bowers in the fineft china v&ies ;.' 
the toijctte magnificently fee out with, 
filver fiUagree boxes ^ and the aflemblage 
of every elegance luxury could event, ot 
money purchafe, were here in the height of ^ 
profufion. 

' Mrs. Edwin's drefs was a beautiful fpot- 
ted. gauze chemife Uocd with pale pinic 
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perliiuij Cecilia's the fame, with the diflfe- 
tence of a laylac lining. 

But peace dwelt not on the brow of the 
feir miftrefs of this el^ant manfion > a fret- 
iul fullennefs clouded her features ; not in 
llik pofieffion of her hufband's affeaiwisy 
fbe defpifcd the ridiculous ^ advice of her 
mother-b-law, and fcorned to court, where 
her vanity told her flie ought to be couited; 
her houfe was a continual fcene of diffipa^ 
• tions yet there flie was reftlcfs and difetis- 
fied ; her delicate coniHtutiou began to 
fuf&r from the fatigue of following each 
fafhionable reform in fearch of happinefs,. 
and this mornii^ her eyes were funklan-' 
guidl'y in that head, which fiiU violently 
a4:hed, from the late hours of the preced*- 
ing evening. 

- Mifs Edwin was more gayi Ihe had at-- 
traced the notice of a man of fafiupn and ' 
quality, who had locked and fwore enough- 
to gratify any coquette alive. 
■ Mrs. Wellers being received' with great 
politenefs and feated, opened her bufinefs ; 
k was (Lady Edwin not being-in town) to 
inquire 
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inquire, tbe charader tif a jroung perlbn 
who. lived with her as companionj a Mifa 
Manfel. . , ^ , 

Mrs. Edwin, indifpofed and out of fpi- 
ncs before, appeared greatly aff^ftedat the 
name; and prefently burft into tean -, the 
fadne&'Of her appearanccj amidft fo Aiany' 
fources of pleafure had fenfibly ftruck Mrs. 
WelleFS'the moment Ihe came in, and-to 
find the caule originated with her favouritCi 
not a little Shocked her. ' > 

Mifs Edwin immediately anfwered her 
ihquiries, in a manner the reader will ex- 
peft. Frajan was ready not only to con- 
fiim but invent ;' and Mrs. Wetlers appear- 
ing a very good fort of a woman, was told' 
in confidence they had every reafon to fuf- 
pe<% Mr. Edwin now aduatly kept the ob- 
jeft of her inquiry. 

Mrs. Edwin's tears Sowed afrelh at this 
|>art of the ftory i and Mrs, Wellers 
fhocked, mortified, and difappointed, took 
her leave. 

When they were in the carnagej as ihe 

begad to exprefs her diltrds at what had 

hap- 
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^ppevea, Mr. WeHwsiwitiliout thcipafti 
(^aogc of count«Ba^(!„ dftclvf t|im r<(^ 
rion of never taking aoy' one into hishoufe 
wklio^ 9. good chara^^ ; b«; tljeir appcar- 
4pc?cycr,lafpecipus. : . i 

Aathey drove on fherumisated oa,wh«( 
h^d paffed and all f]w had lizard t tntt 
vlicn the cfune to compare the adiona flic 
had been told of» with the ingeououa look, 

. t)ie ekgaht manners* and refined fentiinents 
of Anna, fucb a flagrant contradLdioq Ihe. 
uraa ^ftoiiidK>d at ; and recoUc£tiog how 

- incoofiftent wiith their accoimc of her had 
been the behaviour Ihe was accidentally 
witnefs to when. Edwin vifited her,, her 
partiality returned^ and rendered Mi& 
Edwu^s chara^r of Anna iacrediblej. Ih^ 
OQCC more went to Grofvenor (quarc, in 
order to get dire&ioos to vftits to Lady- 
Cecilia, and refolved to avoid comiog to 4 
final eclaircifibneatwitl^ Ansa tUi,fli« hoArd 
from her. 

Again flie queftioned the fervant* verf. 
clo&ly abmtt any. i^ ,the lamily'i being in . 
tDwo> and agaua jhc ww as ftwU; anTmred! 
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in the oegadTe i fo that the letter to Mrs. 
Herbert there, might well furprife hoi 
though the elopement oi our heroine, with 
the abfence of Mr. Edwin from home, 
and the pofitive sflervernions that he was 
in the village, left ic but too probable all 
She had heard was true, which was agreed 
to bj. Collet, whole attachrnent to Herbert 
waa evinced bf tfaeoDncern he felt. Strol- 
ing home, ihe called at Dalton's, merely by > 
way of hearing the chat of the day. Mrs. 
Dalton was crying ; the dilappoiacment of 
ber hopes, and the uncertainty of whac 
was become of Anna, extremely affeAed 
ber} and the cautious hufbaod not being 
in the way to prevent her,, fbe told Mrs. 
WeWcrs the whole ftory of Lord Sutton'a 
love for. Anna, and the great oficrs he had 
made her. 

Mrs. Wellers was dumb with aftonlfh- 
mcnt,^Ihc could not believe it i the letter 
he had lent Anna Ihe had left careleflly 09 
fhe table, where Mrs. Dalton bad found it j 
it was produced as evidence of (he truth of 
her aflwticm. 

Good 
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■ " Good God !" exclaimed Mrs. Welfcfs, 
** whatwickcdnefslurksund'erthismyftcryi 
" can it be— can a nobleman wifli to marrj', 
" can he court in an honourable way, s 
,** young perfon he has himfelf known la 
" be an impoftor, a thief?" 

" Who a thief. Madam?** anfwercd Mrs, 
DaJton. colouringi " not Anna, nobody caii 
** accufe her, I am fure, of fuch an aft j I 
'** will pledge my life for her principles in 
■•* every refpeftj very bad things have been 
** faid erf her in this wicked vfllagej btit (he 
" is as innocent, Madam> as a new bora 
*' infant, wherever Ihe is." 

*' Will you permit me, Mrs. Dalton, to 
" take this letter with me? It will help to 
•* clear Mt& Manfel, if (he is innocent, of 
" many a vile imputation.** Mrs. Dalton 
agreed to it, and Mrs. Wellcrs toot it home 
with her. 

In the greateft affom/hment Ihe read it 
over and over; and, in taming ir, found the 
rough draught of Anna's anfwer ; fpight of 
her elopement, fpight of the words and ho- 
nour of two ladies of che ton, and a French 
waiting 
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waiting woman, Mrs. Wellcrs gave way 
to a benerolcnt joy ; fuch a proof of tbe 
innocence of her dear girl was, Ihe faid, 
the ftroDgeft cordial to her fpirits. 

She fent for Bcntly — he was gone to 
London, and had not been at home all 
night 1 Coliit tC^s next -acquainted with 
this extraordinary circumftance ; he took a ' 
copy to fend to Charles, and the original to 
fliew Mrs. Hertcrt/with which he fet off to 
town; firft goiog.to the Borough, where he 
heard that Nichols* Ending fhe was difco* 
rered, had decamped very carlf that 
morning, and Tyrtel was in a fair way of 
recovery, , 
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The food Ji^abtr, 

X* ROM- the Boraugh Mr. CoUet went 
to Grofvenor fquare: — Mrs. Herbert was 
St firft denied, but on his f^ng he brought 
letters froin her ha, he vas inftaiitLy ad-, 
mitted i here he found a gcntkmao, blend- 
ing hts^ears with thofe.of the diAraded 
mother and daughter. 

Mrs. Herbert was leaning back- in an 
arm chair, the pifture of filent woe, the 
big tear, in fpeechlcfs "agony, rolling down 
her pale cheek; whilePatty, whofe face 
refted o'- ' r folding arms as fliefat at the 
t;u. '- . I>:y lobbed. 

1 ; . -,^ iicieinan, whoappeared extrtmely 

afii -t ti, arofe thcinllant ColifC entered : — 

" VVcfcar, Sir, toafltyou thene^'s : — is the 

*' villain yet living i is Mr. Herbert fafc ?" 

"Oht 
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**Oh r cried th^fond mother, who could 
now Ipeak, ** faf it, fay but my Ton, the pride ~ 
** of my life, the darling of my|foul, is fafir, 
" out of the reach of that malignant fate he 
" inherits from his mother, and while 1 live 
" I will revere you as my good angel." — 
Mifs Herbert involuntarily advanced, and; 
catching hold of his hand, burfl: into a frefii 
flood of tears. Collet was too much afiefted 
to anfwer : he felt for the letters ; and; in 
bis hurry to deliver the one he received from 
her fon for her, he gave into, the hand of 
the gentleman the one be had wrote to fend 
to Herbert, with copied of Lord Sutton's 
later and Anna's anfwer, which he had not 
yet ftated, referving it to tell him of his jour- 
ney to Grofvenor fquare. 

Mrs. Herbert waited trembling to know 
the cMtents, and Patty eagerly looked 
oyer his (boulder, but the furprize of each 
was equal, on finding it addrefled to-Charles, 
and foil of Anna » — Patty coloured i the 
gentleman turned pale.— 

" Ah ! " cried Mrs. Herbert, ** why are 

".you io muchaffcfted I — Tell, tell methe 

" worft. 
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** worft, that if myfon muft die, I may refign 
*• tomy own fate:" — He begged hfcp not to 
be alarmed •, and^ ttiroing to Collet, " Ypu 
•* have.'I believe, Sir," faid he, " made fonw 
" miftake in this letter," returning it. 

"Oh, Cot fa! — fo I have," anfwefed 
the Doctor, colouring, *' this is Mrs, Her- 
•• bent's," giving the right, and one to Mifs 
Herbert. 
, '* But where, where is he Sir ?■' — ' ■ ■ 

— '* lii France by this time.—" 

" God be praifed," faid Mrs. Herbert; 
fatting on her knees ; " fpare, fpare and 
'* blefs him; O merciful God ; once more 
*' let me fold him in ,fafety and honour ttt 
f to my bofoni, and difpofe.of the mlfel^ble 
" remnant of my days as thou fee'ft fit/' 
The DoAor was too much affet^d to afli ft 
Wilkinfon in lifting her up, who, when.flie 
was re-feated, at her requefl:, her own eyes 
being blinded vt^ich tears, read Mr. Her- 
bert's letter, which was as follovrs : 

** When I parted from the befl: of mo- 
thers, this morning, how little did i fore- 
.fce 
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fee the pofnbility of any event which could, 
turn the deOredprefeoceof her fon, into fo 
dreadful an aggravation of her ~ difirefs : 
arm your heart, my beloved, my ever ho- 
noured mother, with that firm confidence 
in heaven, you have all your life, both by 
precept and example, taught your children ; 
fear Hot' but I am too fenfible of the very 
few comforts left you, not to take the 
greateft care of my own prefervatJon j I am 
fure I am fafe t the virtues of my mother 
are my flueld and defetus. * 

'' Forgive, deareft Madam, the unjulli- 
fiable rafhaefs that has (though on my part 
perfectly uhdefigned) in all probability rob- 
bed a feWow creature of his extftence, I know 
youf prayers will be inceflantly offercdfor 
me; andl traft, Ihould the^vorfi happen, the 
imputation of murder will not reft on ycur 
fon. — My unhappy father ! whaClhall I 
fay of him ? would to God he could fee 
hii error, aH might yet be well* — Be happy/ 
my ever loved mother j grieve hot, I implore 
you i this misfortune will be |oo heavy for - 
me, if you bear it not with that firmnefs 
of 
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of mind which has hicherto fupported you; 
As foon as I reach the continent X will 
write to Sir William, for his permifllon to 
£i)i{h my ftudies abroad ; and^ at every 
pofflblc opportunity, gratify my own feel- 
ings in writing to you. — Let me not for- 
get what I owe to the bearpr, Mr. Collet, 
who,'in every fenfe of the epithet, has been 
the warm and difmtcrcftcd friend of, 
deareft Madam, 

Your duifuful 
' mod affedionate fon, 
Chaklis Hbebert." 

This letter, which^ wet with maternil 
tears, was put in Mrs. Herbert's bofom, 
gave a new turn to the countenances of all 
prefent. — Patty laid, her brother, her dear 
brother, Jiad wrote charmingly to her, but 
it was not juft now necefiary her mama 
jhould fee bis letter j ihe was -already too 
much aflreflcd : — all acknowledged Col- 
kt's-kindnefsj but when he came toTyr- 
icl's confelEon, their joy and gratitude were 
ungovernable :— Fatty declared Jbe would 
go 
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go to her pap:i that night. But this Mrs. 
Herbert oppofed, as they knew not how 
he might be afirfted at the.difcorery j he 
may perhaps chufci faid the, to have as 
few wttnefles as poffible of his feelings. 
Mr. Wilkinfun has bulinefs with hini ; if 
Mr. Collet will trouble himfelf to. go with 
him. he will, or will notj tell all that has 
paft in the Borough, as he judges beltj 
from the difpofition in which they 6nd 
him. - • 

, Cojlet again forgot his padents and the 
village, but be^ed for a didi of tf!a. The 
ladies apologized fpr .thftr negk^i and 
while they were taking ir, he a&ed Mrs; 
Herbert, how &e had heard of the diikgreis. 
able -aqcident h She irnmediattfly handed 
bim this note: 

" Deferving, unhappy woman, thy curfcs 
on me cannot increafe my inifcryordefpair; 
nor can the cpnlciouffl^fs of thy.OVn virtues 
give thee comfort adequate to thy forrows.' 
Our fon, that dear fauUlefs youth, ih-itated 
by the vices of his father, has forfeited his 
life to the laws of his country. He hat 

Vol. lU. O efcapcd 
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efcaped fiH< the ^fent. Ijttthy.pttifenht 
oS«reid to th« Gbd theu heft ferved. that 
he may berofdrtiihate a&to get out of the 
reach of his purAiers >— thkie may avail— ' 

.mine {ontwt"' 

J C.H.'' 

** Oh l"' fflid Patty> '* if you had fecn us 
« at the receipt of that Ihocking note ! but 
f* thank God (fmiling through her tears) 
?' it i]} ovtTi it was brought us at my 
" coufin's — wewent dircAlyinhis chariot t6 
** tbeBorough — he was not at home,«r lam 
^* lUm-'he 'Would have -gone with us — and 
**.therftanA]gly woman ran on talkingof every 
1* tlungbut what we «*antedto know. Papa 
(*.'WM--gOtie, and they -{aid the nrian was 
** dying iv twt, God be praifed, it is' over, 
*• and we ihall never fee that Ibocknig place 
** again. ' Only think^ mama, Mrs. Edwin 
*?hasJiewr;. fent, nor Mifs Edwin !" " In- 

. ^:bltmant""CHed Wilkinfon, with'indigha- 
tioa; ^ l>ut tome; ^ir, %c fhall- be too 
**hm" . '■'■ ■'•• ■ ' 

They left theladiesconiparatively happy, 
tnd found Mr. Herbert- furrounded with 
-'. 1 ^ ■ ^pers. 
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papers, i fettled gloom on his countenance, 
and unOiarcd or drefltd; WhcnWilklnfon 
, entcfed, a gleam of farisfaftion beamed on 
his face, but quickly dlfappeared after 
the firft fslutation. Wilkinfoo faid " an 
^ execution had been laid on the works, 
« and that ie was difpatched by the other 
•* partners to know what was to be done." 

HerWt was Glenc 

•' Tkcy are exceedingly diftreflcd," con* 
tinned Wilkinfon. 
•* So am I," was the anfwer. " Havt 
« you fecn Mrs, Herbert ?" 

"He had been thero." 
** Any news of my boy ?" They told him 
hewas fafe, -and' Tyrrei recovering. Collet 
then gave an account of his vifit in the 
Borough, and named Nichols. 

" O! d— n hct, d— n her," faid he, in an 
agony. 

"Wilkinibn" took occafion now to expati- 
ate on the fufferings, the merits,' and the 
ffill warm affedion, of Mrs. Herbert; and 
at the conclufion Colkc produced the pa- 
•per OgncdbyTyrrel, Attheperufidofthis . 
;, .■ Ga -^ he 
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lie flirunk with horror, but fud nothing. 
Wilkiofon then tflced " if he would permit 
*' Mrs. and Miis Herbert to vifit him ! " 

*' No, no!" .anfwered he fiercely, " let 
*' them ftay till to-morrowj I have affair^ 
** to fettle, and cannot be interrupted. Yoij, 
"Sir," faid he to Collet, " have afted 
" nobly by my fon— you muft do me the 
" favour to wear this, ring," taking a va-' 
Juable diamond off hts linger. Collet dart- 
ed back— to accept of fuch a prefe^it from an 
infolvent for bufmefs in tlie courfe of his 
profedion, would have been confidered by 
him as an zA of injuftice, and much more 
?vhen it meant to pay for his friendffiip — he 
found himfelf hare at the idea. Mr. Her- 
bert, however, would not be refuted ; he 
infilled on bis taking it, with a warmth 
that'plainly Ihewed hjc thought himfelf of- 
fended by Collet's declining his offer. He 
therefore, with great . relu&ance, at laft 
put it on his finger, fccretly refolving^ how- 
ever, it Ihould return to the family. 

As Wilkinfon found Mr. Herbert in no 

mood to talk of bufinefs^ he noyr propofed 

. gfungi 
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goingi the leave they took of him was on 
his fide folemn: he embraced Wilkinfon 
afFeftionately — '* Young man," faid tie, 
" t have been yOur friend j if, wKen I am 
*' no more,^ my family (hould want onei 
*' do not forget it." 

*' Never, Sir," anfwered he, '• can I 
" forget the many obligations I an) under 
■*' to you — your intereftj ahd that pf your 
** family, fliall ever be mine-, I have no 
" doubt but yoa will yet," continued he 
fmilingi " confec iriany more favours on 
** me." This was faid as they were parting; 
Mr. Herbert indantly drew back and fhuc 
the doorj and Wilkinfon then had the op- 
portunity he longed for of inquiring, after 
the fate of Atina. - 

Mr. Manfel had been laid up with the 
gout three months back ; his diftrefs at not 
hearing from her was unfpeakable, although 
be knew not (he had left' the-Edwins ; and 
Wilkinfon was charged with *lctftr full of 
renlon~ftraRCes at- her unkindtiefs. Hi^ fur- 
prize at hearing from Mrs. Herbert Ihe was 
. gone,, and that they were ignorant of her 
,G 3 prefcnt 
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pre&at fituation, was> a^ may be ii^aginEd, 
greatj and his anxiety not lefs. She had 
been hit firfl, and indeed bis only lovct 
While ihe was fingle it»ere was a hope 
which he had fondly indulged. The difcovety 
Collet's miftake bad madcj was at onco 
pleafiog and painful : he was overjoyed' to 
find, as he then tboughe, whe^e Ihc was; 
and not a little hurt to fee by the ftyle of 
hjj letter, the Doflor looked on Herbertaa 
her lover. As foon as i^ could refume the 
Jubjed'of the miflake jn. the letter which 
Collet had made, hi informed him of his 
eommiffion from her friend, and reqaefttd 
the faroor of Mifs Manlel's addrefs. 
'. TheDodoTfVfho had not the art of keep- 
ing fecrets, in return cominunicaeed to him 
all that bad come to bis Jtoonvledge of Anna. 
No words can eicprefs Wilkinfon's aftonilh- 
mcnt, iK>r covld any power on earth leflen 
tu^^oofideoce.in the honoqrof herpriDCtf^s. 
w the pupty of bcr heart. ,l}eli^ardwhhlpj 
djgpation tjie Ipw fcandal pf the viUagCj an^ 
with rage the aocuiaoons ef thtii conGnned 
byLudSutton; Hefworttomakehimprqve ' 
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or eat Wswords : -r- But when he iaw th« 
hand writing o^ the defpicable Peer, hU 
propofal of marriage,- and the rough draft 
of-her anfwcjs, which proved Jhe was fen- 
Jible of the injuiies he had offered her; he 
was with difficulty reftrained from going 
■ that infUnt to his -houfc.. In the continua- 
tion of Collct^s hiftoi»y, he karnr, to hit 
grcar grief and mortificatlpn, fhe wainow 
out of the reach of his inquiries; yet he 
determined, if poffible, to find out hcf re- 
treat, and to prevail on ■ her tij return to 
Mr. Manfet's. 

They were on the point of parting, when 
who fliould daDi by but Mr. Bently ; he 
flopped at fight of Collet.-:' — "Can't 
" find this girl. Doctor ; cannot find her 
" (deliberately taking off bii hat ta cool 
"himfelf) high nor lowj I have walked 
•' over all the town, have run my hdad in^ 
** all the Caitbbce iflands and blincjl allies, as 
" well as high ftreets, aiked at every houfc 
" with a bill up-~all in vain ; nay, I hav* 
"had that puppy watched---hc goes, no 
^ where bat to. Farltameot Houfc, gaming 
G 4 ** tables, ' 
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•' tables, and brothels :— A wife Senator, 
**ha! Doftor! but I won't go home 
** until I do. And what do you think 
" I'll" do next ! why I'll advertife her, with 
" ahandfome reward." And away walked 
Bently. 

' f* That," faid Collet, **is another of your 
," friend's admirers.'* Wilkinfon, curious 
to know more of a being who appeared 
quite a charafter, would have detained the 
Doftor longer, but again recolleSion 
was the friend of his patients, and direftly 
lie took the road to Layton. 
• 'Wilkinfon returned to Bond-ftreet ; where 
having recounted the particulars that had 
pafled 'with Mr. Herbert, it was agreed 
they fhouTd go' liext day to the Fleet, and 
endtavotn' to prevail on him to write to 
Sir WiHiam, who they made no doubt 
woBl'dthen fettle'his affairs. **And if," faid 
Mts. Herbert, ** at laft he will be content 
" at home, we will give up the houfe at 
*• Bath, and be happy at Llando/e." 

• A t fupper he repeated toMrs.Herbert what 
he had heard of Anna; great partof whicK 
. - ■ ' flie* 
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flie knew : — but v'lienihe came, to Sutton's 
honourabte addrefles, it required all hcf 
confidence in his veracity to induce her to 
give it credit, Patty on her part Iftved our 
heroine with an afie£tion founded on the 
folid bafis of eftecm; fhe could eafiljp 
credit QV«ry other oircp[»ftaiJce that.fpoke 
to the honour of her friend, but this affair 
of Sutton's was almoft incredible even- to 
her: — indeed they -both recQlleded his 
paffion for Cecilia had not been lately beard 
of J but ftill for a man- of rank- to join, 
with fo poor an implement in- debaGng 
the character of a -wonrun- one tnonncnt, 
and the next offer her his name and /or- 
fane, were- action's which, in their idea, 
"exceeded probability;;' Wilkinfon, in the 
honed Warmth of-' Rii 'fiaul, : avowed his. in- 
tention of hunting the, vile calumny to the 
bottom that could brand a.yourig creature, 
-who' -was the Xweeneft.emibiem- of virtue, 
'with tliff pra£bce.bf vice:-, no rank^ age^ 
lor lex, ihe Ifwdre, .fliould efcape. hisi. in> 
•quiries,. ndr the^ dearicil: confiderations on 
cttt'th pnrou Us expoGng, aad aa^fir at 
•:...) G 5. was 
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■w^ 'm hit ppwer, puniQuog tbs peipetr». 
tors of fo inhumtn an a& Mn. Herbert, 
how«vff, iocreated him to be tmiet, fax 
IwF fake, of the Edwias. 
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A^LRS. Herbert, vho had not clofed her 
eyes from the iDftant the dinger of her 
darling foo had reached her, retired, over- 
come with &tigue, before nine o'clock j 
and Wilkinfon, not chuGng himfclf to 
lofe any timeio town, as the company's vS- 
fairs were fo deranged, fet out to vtfit fbmc 
perfons who had been very kind to!him in his 
infancy, and for whom he had a great af- 
£i£Uon. The/ were people in catber lov 
circutn- 
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circumftaQCest vthoCt ' regard had been of 
the utmoft advantage i6 his *jR-lf yeai^ 
«B^ CO whom he had allowed fonKdiin'g to- 
ivards their maiartnilQcet ftjxn the time hb 
iad begun to recwvc the pay Of hia owa 
labour, and for the h& two years, they 
experienced the fwecu of plenty, having 
received^ by his order, one guinea per 
week. 

Crofling Oxford road, two ladies pafled 
him very qiuck, and gemng iota a hack- 
ney coach, it was ordered, byavoi^e he 
was fure he knew, to drive to the Parfe. 
The latcnefs of the hour, and their being 
.without attendants, rather flaggcred himt 
yet, if ever he faw Mifs £dwin, or heard 
her fpeak, it was her ; a fuddcb impuUe 
of curiofity tempted him td follow the 
coach, which, notwithftanding, being peN 
petually bid to drive on, iwtnt a very 
flov^ pace : they alighted at Sprlbg GaN 
dens, and the inoon fbinihg bright, hft 
faw hcwas notmift^en; they w«re hardly 
entered the Park, when they. were joih^d 
by two gentlemen, and prefently the ladies 
G 6 ■ were- 
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were d{vlded, both couples appearing per- 
fie^Iy jt eafe with each other. 
. He could not poflibl/ be with both par- 
Cie^, he therefore ftuck to Cecilia> who he 
followed at a dillance, and found the wallc 
was i;o be the end of the prefenr meetingi 
forin.h^lf. sm hour, the lady who had ie- 
para^ed from them, called to the other to 
go ; they parted with the gentlemen wheite 
they met, the falutatiods of both being in 
Prenph, .which Wilkinfon did not under- 
flianti He could therefore tnake nothing 
out froit) vbat titde he heard oi their cqn- 
vcrfaitton ; hut certain of their perfonr, 
^nd-Aooa in his head, he thought as this 
'was, perhaps, the ' only time he mighc 
have to fpeak to Mifs Edwin, he would 
not let 'it efcape ; there was a myftery, 
«n indecorum, in' the interview he had 
befn witnefs to> that gave him a courage ' 
he would, on any other occafion, have 
wanted to addrelBng Mtfs Edwin : but re> 
fpedl is incompatible with the difcorery of a 
Jady 'a intrigue. 

On 
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On pretence, therefore, of aiCfting them 
to the coach, he afieAed to recognize Ce- 
ciiia— Never was meeting with an oM 
country acquaintaaccr lb mal ^ prepos. •— 
Fain would flie have denied herfelf, and 
6nding that impoflible, laughed at their be- 
ing out atone fo late. As a frolic, WiU 
kinfon joined in thdr good humour, and - 
jumped into the coach ■ with them, pro- 
tcfting that his refpefi for her family would 
not fuffer him to leave them unguarded 
at that late hour. Indeed he had othet 
motives — he had an ardent wifh to be ad- 
mitted to half an hour's converfation with 
Mifs Edwin i which, now that fortune had 
fo particularly favoured him, by meeting 
lier in fuch a fituation, at fuch an hour, he 
hoped fhe would not refufe. 

A coquette is a beii^ whofc paflion for 
admirarion increafes with being fed } Ihe 
is fo welt \^ith herfelf, that if a man putft 
on a fpecioua . countenance in her prdence^ 
ihe fets him down as her own, and attributes 
the folemnity of his afpe£t to the pa£Eon 
Qae has infpired. I<ec him. be gay, ihe 
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tzerts all her artifice and ciin^ingtarobliiin 
of the' free enjoymcDC c^bijs own fpirits*-*- 
Sbe never doubts his profeflions, becauiv 
it ia at firfl: more -generally her intereft to 
appear the dupe of them. Her whole buH- 
nds with mankind is to enfnare uid deceive} 
and knowing the infigriificance of her own 
CharaAer, putting flirtation out of the 
queftion> forms no expcAation of being ap- 
proached by the male fex on any other Tub- 
je£t but love and admiration, or in any other 
Aile but that of gallantry. 
. Mifs Edwin pcrieftly recolledcd Wil* 
kinfbn; but not fcnfihleofany kind of bu- 
nefs he could have with her, and her ima* 
ginatioo ever on the wing for new conqueft, 
flic immediately concluded he was a vi,dim 
to charms flie believed irreflflible. True, 
he was a Inw country fellow, a mere ideot; 
nevecthelcfs if Ehe eould but get out of 
this fcrape, his (lupidity might amufe^ and 
his oddity '. divert her. It would be 
pleafant to rob him of his peace, and de- 
lightful} by a fhew of happtnefSf to lull him 
into mtfery^ .With ilus btimanc intention, 
: . flic 
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flwiidSnail bini lo pceis her hand ; nor au 
Cenif ted to xcpuUe the freedom of his ad> 
drefs with anj of her uCual hauumr^ 

Her oompanioa had not yet oooe brobc 
' iilencci ' but fat trembling, in e^eAatkn 
pi the event} while Cecilia, with an eafy 
familrarity> enteied into chat with- the in- 
truder; not once apfwehcndiog but flie 
could frown him into obedience whenever 
It "VM conTcnient to diimifs him. She wu 
miftaken i the low fdlow was as invuln«» 
'lable to her-fmiles as unawed by her frowns, 
whea it was. intimated the ladies could now 
difpenfe with his attendance. Good hu- 
jnour. gravity, fcorn, anger> nor feriouy 
^tmaBftrancesy had any efi%d on the vuU 
gV creature ! ; 

, He ftilt perUfted in leeing her home 3 
snd ivhen there, having half ao hour's au- 
dience — At lalt, *< they were not going 
« h(»ne" — ^" No ! for heaven's fake, whwc . 
** then ?" " It could be nothing to him — 
** It was very, ualike a gentlonan' to be fo 
*• troublelbme.** -r^ ** He thought diff©* 
l[ i«Kly— Whenhe had the honour of fee- 
;*ing 
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" ing Lady Edwin, wttich wouM'be ih tHe 
•* courfe of a month," and told" her wfoH 
" and where he had met her daught«r^ 
•* ihe, he was fure^ wouM never thank 
" him for leaving her fo-expofed'toinfialts." 
"_WAU then,"" cried Cccifia , pccviflilyi 
** we had fome bijfinefs at Mddtm 'CHttn- 
•* baud's, in- St. James's ftreec, ^d the 
"evening being fine", we were tempted to 
"ftroU out— our carriage will acretid qs 
** there."' ... ; 

The falfcHood of this -ftory^was notcal- 
cnlated to infpire Wilkinfon with much 
Tefpeftfor his fair companions r'htoweven . 
Cecilia promifing folemnly to be at:bome 
10 him atdeven next.merning, he alight(*d"| 
and keeping the carriage in view, fa W tb«» 
igct out at the milliner's i whe*, ToOrt^ifeer, 
"an degant vis-a-vis drew ypi and tiie I^irt 
having put off their calalh<s,-goriB«»4i: 
of thiscarriage.'as-they tlrovc "very flftj'-hi 
•fttonloft fight. - ■■■■■;-.''■'•. ■>.■>'' 
_' This incident madi it-too:tete tc* Afifit 
"his friend -in the city', -and he returned to- 
■■ , ' Cr(tfvc-> 
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Grofvenor fquare, wKere he was invited to 
take his bed. .' 



CHAP. LX. 



The Suidde. 

Vy ILKfNSON, on his rifing next morn- 
ing, found the ladies ready dreffed, and im- 
patient to be gone. 

<* I know not the rcafon," faid Mrs. 
Herbert, *' but inftead of the quiet repofe 
** I expefted after the biefled news of yzC- 
** terday, which I hoped would have given 
** me, what I have long been deprived, of; 
'* a good night's reft, I have been difturbed 
V by the mofl horrid dreams, and waked in 
" terrors 
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•* terrors not to be exprefled — I fear tliac 
" wretch, Tyrrel, is dead." 

Wilkinfon and Mifs Herbert did all they 
'could to dirpel thofe apprehenlions ; which 
increafing every moment, he propofed going 
round by the Borough, and calling at the 
grocer's before they went to Mr. Herbert's-, 
juft as their rout was fettled, Mr. Edwin 
was announced. That gentleman was a 
-ftranger in his own houfc; apd his own 
family were the people he leaft thought of 
converfing with. His clothes were kept 
and his fervants refided there; but except 
to change them, or deep off the intempe- 
rance of a frolickfome night, it was the laft 
place he was likely to be.feen at. Some- 
times, but very rarely, he did Mrs. Edwin 
the honour of eating a litent dinner with 
herj and once or twice, being prefled to be 
of her party in the evening, exprefled hi* 
extreme mortification and regret that an 
engagement prevented his having that ho- 
nour ; fines which} his happy wife had aoc 
troubled him or her&lf any more on 
.the 

D,j ...j..GoogIc 
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the fubjoft.. He had heard with a Jmgy 
frdid peculiar eo the chara^er of a modern 
fine gentleman, the fituation of Mr. Her- 
bert — Anna was ftill the objeft of hii 
wilhes ■, bat Jiis paffions were now Father 
more interelled io the diviHon of a pack of 
card), a&d tHe c^nce of the dice, than on 
all chat woman could beftow. The obtain- 
ing her was ^tended with fuch trouble^ 
which he hated, and lb much time, of 
which he bad not a moment to fpare; that 
eept. nQw and then^ when a very bad run 
at i^ajii.and the effects of confliant diffipa* 
lion and iiomoralicy in bis courfe of life, 
brought fomething like recolladion acrofs 
him (which had been the cafe the daj^ 
fhe quitted Layton) he feldom beftowed a 
thought on her. 

But he could not fo far entirely formount 
every prejudice of his juvenile yean, as to* 
hear of the misftHrCuiies of. Charles with the 
fame indifference. He bad HeptathoriK 
the lall morning^ and waking earlier than 
comAioa, with the head-ach, his fervanc 
wa> fummoned witii tea^ /which while he 
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was taking, without the leaft relifh, mereljr 
to difpel the fuoies of Champaign, Bates 
mentioned the ftory of the murder, Charles's 
flight, and Mrs. Herbert's diftraftion, with 
the ufual additions and aggravations a tale 
generally nncets in repeating. ..f'^- 

He immediately threw off life lang^ior to 
vhich be had devoted the moffiing, and, 
'dreffing with the greateft expedition, went 
to Grofvenor fquare, where he wa« received 
^ith a gratitude and aifeftion, that^ave 
him the 6r{l (enfible pleafure'he had fo» 
fome months experiencedf ei^ept the four- 
honours at a gameatWhift, or a lucky .cafl 
of the dice ; which) however, to do him 
juftice.he was feldam fo bappy as *o en- 
counter. ■ 

He took them in hiscarmge'tothe Bo- 
rough ; and, during the ride, the warmth 
with which he efpoufed the caufe of her 
fori, tnade Mrs. Herbert and Patty eloquent 
In his praifc. 

Under the thick veil, whi(ih hlsunjufti- 

fiaWe purfuits fpread over the mind of Ed- 

wirt, there yet ezifled fomi of the principles 

of 



A - N N ^ A. I4t 

of humanity, honour, arid generafity. The 
happincfs be fawhe imparted, exhilarated 
hisown fpirits-i and tbeconfcioufnefsof btf- 
tng nctc '.oo,-:a: biudable purfuir, ixlleved 
him ftomtheieimui wWichi of late, never left 
him but at ttie^amij)g.table,:Or^a ftiU^worfe 
place. , . ; . 

, They found Mrs Herbert had been a 
falfe prophftteft.j-forTyrjcl was better. 
He then 'accompanied Edw^ir to. the Fleeti 
£dwin promifmg every- good office in, hii 
power foJ- Mr. Herb^ff. : : - 

. Mrs. Herbert, as I have •informed my 
reader, -had long lived on terms of the moft 
mifiirable djfttuft of a huiband flic tenderly 
and paflionately loved : -— Still he offended, 

.'andftillhc was forgiven; till ' the confe- 
quence of his indelicate connexions had 
injured het health ; — from that period Ihe 

' declined his bed i and his condud: fincc had 
been fo little adapted to heal the Ihock her - 
virtuous love for him had received,- that 
Ihe had gradually felt herfelf fupertor to the 
jnan who was contintfally wounding her 
pride and affection. Time had blunted 
- ; ' th 
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die edge of thofe injunei whith. bad tt flrft 
cut her to the foul : and fiiv bad long oeafed 
to think dn his courfe of living with any 
other unealtncfs than what a^good' amd gc* 
nerout hsart ever fe^sfor the intemal peace 
of thote they are connected with, vad her 
fear for the future welfare of her family in* 
^ired I — His afiiurs were fecrets to her, 
btu when her intereft was wanting with- 
her brother, which commiflion Ihe chear* 
fully undercook, asthcy were always glofled 
over by feme plauHble pretext or other :— 
the hopes, therefore, of his Teforfflation, 
gave her pleafure ; 'but theidptur^of re- 
gaining his heart was out of her thougha ; 
all her perfonal love for him -w^s transferred 
CO her children; but duty and religioa 
taught her to njoice in his abandoning his 
enorSj and induced her toadopt every mode 
of condud towards him that i»uld render 
the new path of hoRour delightful. 

Patty loved her father; and now that 
Aie could honour as well as love hiifif ifhe 
{faould, file faid^ be the bappieft girl oil 
fcardi. i .- - : ' . if 

■■ '• r^ "Wilkinfon 
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■WilkmfoD had reafon, in point of inlte- 
reft as well as friendlhip, to wi(h it, and 
Edwin was rcfolved to relieve his- uncle 
from, his diftrefs. — With thefe difpofitions 
they approached the prifon. When the 
csacbdrew up, the ceremony of unlocking 
the gates, ftruck Mrs. Herbert with a fe- 
crct horror, and Patty gafped for breath, 
Wilkinfon, obfcrving how they were af- 
fected, propofed their flaying in the coach, 
while he went up to apprife Mr. Herbert 
of rhcir vifit. 

Edwin would have accompanied him, 
but Mifs Herbert, frightened at the looks 
of the place, and the ilrange countenances 
flie faw pairing to and fro, caught hold 
<^ him, and be^ed him not to leave them. 
Several people were crowded round the 
door, and morfe .were gathering. The ele- 
gant carriage which ftood fo near, was an 
objed of curiofity : — TKe ladies pulled up 
the blinds next the Joor : — They knew 
not but the place was' accuftomed to be fo 
thronged, ■ - 

Wilkinfon'a 
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Wilkinfon's ftay being protra(5led beyond 
their ideas of apy probable caufe, Mr. Ed- 

■ win offered tofeek him. Still Patty clung 
to him in terror ; and Mrs. Herbert,, again 
giving_ way to - the forebodings of her 
affrigfitened imagination, waited in pale and 
dreadful fafpence. The crowd increafing , 
to quite a fnob,-with fcrious and earnsft 
faces, Edwin begged them to fuffer him to 
leave them a few moments : — he" could 
lorm no idea of what detained their friend- 
but it was proper to inqmre j — fome acci- 
dent might have happened to him j — 
therefore he was permitted to go, and the 
blind again drawn up. , 

In a momeot, however, he returned with. 
\VIlkinfon. , , 

" Oh, what has happened ! what dread- 
" ful, news have you to impart ?" cried 
Mrs. Herbert, in agony, at fight of the ter- 

' rifled countenances of the two gentlemen; 

and finding llac coach turning from the pri- 

fon, ** For the love of heaven. Sir,", faid 

Patty, « teli us the worft. Is my papa 

■ « dead ! 
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« deadl Why do we leave Ait liorrid plwe 
" without feeing him !** 

•' 'St<^ the coach> Sir," fiud Mrs. Her- 
"bert, I inBfton it> I will know the worft 
" before I leave this fpoti** ' 

Wilkinfon ftill fatirt (pcechleft terror r^^' 
Edwin, hardly able to articulate, begged 
them to be pacified and let the carriage' 
drive on. 

** Ah no," faid Mrs. Herbert, " I came 
■* to viiic arid adminifter collation to my' 
** penitent hufband. I will not return' 
«* till I am fure he is out of the reach of • 
"my affiftarice, or tiil (which God forbid) 
** I know he has returned to Ui e'rrbrs,' ^^; 
" refufes it." 

Finding it impoinbte to perfiiade her to, 
Ktura in uncertainty, the carriage ftopped.' ■ 
** Why "don't you Jpcak, Mrl \friIkinfon ?* 
faldfte. ■ ■ ; ■ 

Thfe tears which now flowed from hi* 
manly eyes gave him the power of utte-' 
ranee — he be^ed they would hot aflc what 
would fi»ck them to hear. — Mr. Herbert 
mu reatlyout of the reach bf all afliftiahce.' 
: :^t. m. H « What 
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1 ^ Wfta^Hu ibc .dead thai," alktd'Ma^ 

Herbert, in avoice dfanl^ifh. '- 

-1**; Kot /adatft-bjit pift eveiy kind ttf 
fteip>". ■:■■-■.(.:!■ ■■ ,: i: ' ^ ' . '" 

*' Not dead ! and .^hall X then turn i9ny> 
*l.back.Qii the father of my childrea while 
" be. has life i Open '(he door— I can, at 
*' Ift^, receire' bis laft breath." 

It was in vain to oppolelier— She pufbed 
on, ,£oUQwed by her daughter, through the 
ccou4ijWho, finding ibe was vife to tbe 
i^nhappy man, in refpedful pity, let her 
pafs. WiJJunfon, with difficulty, got be-- 
ff»re, bc( : ibc followed up the ftpneftair» 
^.tbe dpor^ <^: ^: apaitnaci)C' to which kc 
led. 

Thereon a wretched bed, though the 
bell in the priToD, lay Mr. Herbertj bis' 
«]Ks'hal£f}loi^d, hisjawfall^, aod in the 
laft pangs of death. Several good-Jodctog 
inan,,^iid on;e,>yo[aan, ,i^f&-Awiding itear 
tlw bed ;-^^ curtains werfl-(^>9n t«admic 
the air — a ^lept Itprror fecmed to reign ia 
the niii^s.of ^thc^^tors, wbftlad been 
oficringtb#g9aff^ii)|[.Raifl«Bieek' - 
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-J ,«, Ob .! Herbert, Herbert !** <f«d the ^If- 
treffed wifoi fiaking on her jfcnpes by tbo 
bod fide, whileJPattjr, not able to give a fe- 
cund look, at . the hwrid fpeftacle before 
^r, hid:.her faoe.at the feet) " is it thus l 
"fee, tbee!— Are thefe, the comforts I 
" fondly protnifcd royfelf from ,tby refor- 
V mation ! -^.Charles ! Dear Charles I —. 
" Doft thou ^^ot.knowOTfii"; (looking oo 
binT.fpT iopiie inomeacs bo lee if he obferved 

tV- •)^h3fi ishis dilbrfJer ? , Can nothing be 
" done for him, Mr. WUkinfon, couGn 
'fiEdw^n ? Geniltmeff, arayou-of the fa- 
"tSV.^'P cMyPM^onothi^gfor-i^.?'* . 
-,.y^.fqdden,^ter?tipn in the(hj;»V]f jircath of 
^.<^'*"'a%-^U»"g alLthieir ^ictcnuoin, it 
tliis,inlhnt they gathered round him. A 
{^m.of (en£e had reanimate^ bis laA mo-. 

over Him, he fetc^ifd- a, de^ figh and ex- 

Biff4ti i/;.;i v;v'- ■: . 

nluil 01 iias ,t;-j:S;*;:; I an. ■ . ; ^ri, 
baims'-'pss ^, 
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Mrs. Herbert fainting' in the aims of 
£dwin, andTfter daughter unable to moYC 
from the fpot where ihe at firft had funk, 
were olyeas that afiefted all preftnt.-r-^ 
They were carried out of the fcene of 
death into an apartment 'belonging to the 
keeper of the prifon, and attended by the 
gentlemen of the Acuity, who had been 
yunly called in to the dying man. 
' As foon as; by the humane efforts of the 
people about ber, Mrs. Herbert recovered, 
flie begged to know the particulars of the 
fad fcene they had been witnefs to. — In this, 
however, Mr. Edwin and Wilkinfon pofi- 
tively rrfufed to gratify her.-i-l^horanee, 
indeed, oK his laft'aft'of violence, was far 
more digibte' th^' to be ihdalged in her 
requeft ; and the reluAance every, bodj 
cxpreiTed of entering into particulars, too 
f anlly cbhfirmihg her moft dic^ul appre« 
henfions," fiiie was- prevalftd- oh 'to' return' 
with iit. Edwfn, -l^v^g to' WiBtitifon 
every care about the tiodyi, ■ ' ■ 

Mifs Herbert was (6 very mild in her 

own temper and di^fnmoo, and fo little 

acquainted 
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acqufunted wittr the effeds of defperatlo 
in others, ihe had no fufpic^ Mr. Hej 
ben's death was attended with any othc 
uncommon circumflances than its fudden 
nefs i and in this happy ignorance h'( 
friends wifely let her continue — (he fincen 
ly lamented her father, and grieved ince 
fantly (be had not feen him, to receive h 
lafl bleHJQg before he had loft his fenfes. 

Mr. Edwin gave them the ftrongcfl: inv 
tauon to go tO' Portman fcjuare t but Mr 
Herbert knew too well the unfeeling di 
jofition of the ladies there to accept 11 
he therefore inlifted on being her banker 
and promifing to fave her the painful taJ 
c^ wridng to Sir William, he left them. 

In his way from them to Portman fquar 
the awful fcene of the morning recurred 1 
Mr. Edwin's recollection }— the dreadfi 
.finale pf a man, whofe life had been di 
voted to the fame guilty plcafures he w: 
himfetf a Have to, could not but fhock.hii 
exceedingly. Hehodanengagementforth 
day at the houfeof afamous courtezan in his 
life, where he vas to have had the honoi 

Ha 
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of being in conapany with Ibme of the firft 
young mcrt .of the age, in point both of 
birth and talents i no difgracc fbllowmg to 
cither from the charafter of their hoftefs, 
who, added to her beauty, Was miftrefs of 
every accompHfhmcnt, and every art to 
murder time and banifli refleftion : — biic 
(he was not nowptefent; and her e.tnpipe 
over the fenfes not being quite fo ftrong in 
abfcnce, as' when the eyes were fafcinated 
with her charms, he fbrmed k refoluridn- of 
ilayingat home the whole day ; notdoubt- 
ing but on an occafion fo folemh Mrs. Eld- 
win would fiiut her doors.' 

When his fervanr attended him; his firft 
quL'ftion was after bis lady and lifter. 

The man ftartd,fo unufualwas the-lcaft 
defire Iri either of this worthy c6uple to 
meet, that he doubted his fcnfcs ; however, 
the uncommon' gravity of his maftfer con- 
vinced him he was in eameft. ' ' 
■ ** They were out." ' - 

"Did any company dine there ?'* Ffajan 
was aflced. ... 
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"bftts Count MMcweU;^<2el. Men- 

" Who the devil are ihCjf I" ! . 

. ", The gentlemen that dine h«e ertry 
'"day." ' 

Mr. Edwin cow- fldred in his turn {. but 
fcelii^ nioie hiAt and afl:<>Dilhed thin be 
cbofe to JfaeT^» oaiy defiredto kimw«ih9ti 
ins lady returned— and! then perfotiitied his 
proiTiifc to Mrs. Herbert^ of Writing to bjs 
&cher'ali that hai^ conlfc to Ms knowkdgp 
xoiicctDiDg the dcarh' of Mr. Hefbert. < 

Mt. ; Wilkinfonl .fctoni after .<»ljed>,w 
Mr. Edwin bad requcfl!ed> to inform J^irn 
of every circumftance he could learn ref- 
-pefting the deceafed.' He found that Mr, 
Herbert had been iiom thb time t)f biiS 
moviflg to. the Fleet Erifori, very, bufy in 
arranging bis ^papflr9*~tbat he Went sot tp 
bed the night bctan*: Jtore-rhSs^ fervant, 
.who:had'£ved!witH Mtta. trirenty ^e^n, bad 
begged hiai'tp.t^>lcinciiafrdhinent> buthe 
jeoujd prevail. foe no tboiie&iana d^ of cof- 
fee— »the man faid, diaf: Efften Wilkinfon and 
Collec'bU-ldT him^che night before, behad 
H 4 ■ fat 
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fat down vith renewed eagerncls to ii!s pa- 
pers, and haviDg tied tbem up in feparate 
parcels, with 4abels on each, which he finini- 
cd about four in the morning, he told hisfer- 
,vant he would then go to reft — that white 
he was undrefTing, he aiked if he ronem- 
:bered his wedding? and bang anfwered 
iA the affirmative, he aikcd htin, if> then, 
«hen he received the hand of Mifs Edwtn 
he could have conceived he could ever 
-arrive at ftich a callous piece of villanj ait 
to ruin her and her children for fuch a 
'Wretch » Nichols ?— That finding, by his 
niafter's voice and manner he was greatly 
nffcfted, he begged turn to revert his 
thoughts from a fubjcA fo diftre0ing, and 
-call them to the happier profpefts that cer- 
luinly awaited his new fentiments — that 
be returned no anfwer, bgt ordered him to 
go to bed in a little dofet adjoining his 
matter's bed's head.— Finding him, as he 
thought, aOecp this morning, he went very 
iilendy about his bufinefs, and having goC 
his chocolate ready, he fat in ezpeAadoft 
of Im waking— tl»t at cloveil o'clock he 
went 
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went to his bed iide> and ftooping to fed 
if Mr. Herbert was awake, he pcrceired 
blood on the bed clothes. — He immedi- 
ately alarmed the place i when thev found 
the unhappy man had cut his wrift quite 
acrofs the artery, and was yet bleeding, al- 
though life feemed to have'deferted him. 
£?ery alEftance was inOantly procured— Ic 
'wis all too late— he was fuppoftd.to have 
been bleeding from the time his fervan^ 
left him. 
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CH A P. LXI. 



JVlR. Edvinwas very much Aockedat 
this tragical end of a man ofjpleafuM. -Thfr 
conduct of Nichols was far from fiirpri&tg 
him i he knew that women who once fwerve 
from the paths of virtue^ feldom, very fel- 
dom, flop at their firft offence; and the 
dillipated life he led taught him daily to 
know, minds where honour and delicacy 
once reigned, but when vice- triumphed 
in their flead, were the fareft to be found 
in the oppolite extremcj once made the 
prey of man. It is akind of awful juftice, 
every libertine knows, in the cafe of his 
companion, though vanity, may blind him 
as to his own, that man fliould, in their 
turns become the pr^ of the unhappy 
wretches .themfelres hare robbed of feeling 
and , 
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«p4-,rt>nfeie«<sj':tjw that lit Oioy^ IJC'the 
ifni.iofiva.of iueh'fi«irp fnmilwM, ftev« 
aqd^borttd ; a trtolitofy reljciliicioii tct. ft^. 
lorfn fffr the firft nme .entered his nuadt-^ 
bljtfeowwas it-tabe affeftedi? /. ■ i n: 
-" ADna* :tlfc;fwt«tefl:,'aiodel;of every.por* 
fc^iO^ could, Ihe be proculr^> couldiiis- 
life^ of penitence be few begna by that one 
more fio, with her be could Ute Ibqufe^eivd 
from the; whde. world,-, hii wife might 
enjoy his eftate; a little, with AoQa, 
would, btttw excefs of luxurjt'rfroin h«r- 
fw^t;:e3eamptes his mind and manaen- 
fliouId_4cquire the femblanoe.bf wnthind 
hoppur^ ,■ , j, ■ 

With thefe noble ideas of relinquifhitig' 
vi«i> by ptiinging: m*i!fdecply intQ;it,of 
refouMgibsm felf fromthe latent reprdache* 
of a gtjilty confciemie byibeplaiilibleex-t; 
oufeof kis' own h^ppincfs^ he;.wal ictern- 
ittpted by Wdkintm's rifingittr takp his; 
IWWr^ rje, jfoyld nor, howevefci fiiffinhim": 
tp<g^^ but in&fbed oa^usdbitigi.prQoiiluig! 
tO' BAompany- him ioj Mrs^sBeriBdrf^j ia> 
the evening. ■;,M'./j.'..l.y'i 

H 5 A loud 
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A'loQdrap announoed the retbrti home 
of thtf ladiM, fettd Edwin uiftandjr went to 
Mrs: =£dwiti*s drqlfing room. - Her fur- 
prize in io unufu&t a ^ifitor was manife&d 
in her couiitcnance} and a formal curt^' 
OB her £de being aofwercd with as polite 
a bow on bis, Edwit), mth caution and po- 
Ittenefs, briefly acquainted her with the ca- 
diftrophe of ^k morning, and hinted how 
kind it -would' be id her to attend the 
mouriiers, and brittg them home with her 
r^fiud her was forry to find fliehad«om- 
panjrtodiae with her, but he fuppofed he 
need not point out to her that decencjr 
jequired their doors to be ihut foF a few 
days. 

Mr. Edwin heard him with' fomedegtv* 
of feeling and Ibrrow, till he came to the 
part which required her to deprive^herfelf ' 
c^ tlw fbciecy fhe liked ; but that wU to» 
much; 'a woman of faihion is above ^t 
forms hx& thofe which, infringed, -would- 
lofe her the firfi place at the gold table,' 
or depnre bcr of the admiration of the 
multitude. 

« If 
L-,j ...j..GoogIc 
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*!f Mr. Ktrtiert had brought Mmfelf 
<■ by his fotiff to ruin and ^eath, what' 
« could that poffi'Uy be to her P 

** Or if' Mrs. Herbert cbole .M mourn 
Oataaev^t* which, re^y'fhe'cbutahot 
« help linking {faould have a voy di^' 
** rent efied, it could be no fort of rciifoa' 
*f why flic fhould break all her engage* 
** mertw." 

I ** Indeed the thing could .not be doiio^' 
•* She had appoiDtmenw far every hour 'in 
••the fuceeeding week, n<» one c^ which' 
« flic could break.** 

*' And as to the friends engaged to dine 
** there, they were men' of rank; onie of 
*f whom had made overtures of marriage to 
*' Cecilia: 'and as Mr. Edwin propoftd a 
•• friend of his own being admitted, ihe 
" faw no reafeMi to exclude thcHi; more' 
" efpecially as it was not in her pdwei^to 
" fay (he kneW where a card wolrid meet 
** thwift at this time of day."** 

" Overtures of marriage to Cecilia? Could' 
** fuch have been received tfith propriety. 
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**': nH^Jam/' ,,aDfw||^cd i-J£^ji^>'.i7 "^i^lwuc 

*/..iny knoi^e(|gc.?';, : . ;, -lii"^ ;.:;! ^ [ '» 

" Ob, u lathat, Sift"- OidOw, «« h»a> 

*;^-|U:hfef),p^bk to-^apCikaami^TrhcQ and 

•i^{«4»,. '.,.;,. ; ,/.. ,-. ,:. - 

. Edwin felt the truth -of this reproach i 
but the perfon who had uttered it wa» 
<llUi^ly, aD| otye^ of contempt and diftike ; 
^r/cjQfnfui air, therefore, as fhe turned t» ' 
t^e glaft, ha4 po other fffcA on him, th^- 
iocrealing his difguft ; but the honour aod- 
vealth pf bis family, perhaps likely to be-- 
come t^e.prqr. of fomc pce4y adventurerj- 
filled him with f:oncern, and he refolded' 
toiacquiclce with the viQt, in .order to 
judge of ttie nurits of the .lover, aod the- 
manner, in which he. was received. Coolly- 
bciwing, .he toJd her, iJiC:WpuId pleafe- 
her&lf, and he would have.t^ honour of 
attending her in'tbei.d/^wirg.roooi at.liZ' 
o'eloek^ ■:■'■:,■■ .,.;,''.- 

When he rgafi^ed,Wi^iofb% he could- 

noc<luip,[p<ntioning this extraordioary con- 

duft. 
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du£t, both of his fifler and wife. The ca- 
hmities of the day had entirely drove his 
appointmeot with Cecilia out of that young 
man's hea^Vi .b^ tl^ >?^<f? ^ nztnc was 
mentioned, the adventure of the laft even* 
ing, as well as his intentioo of ftandtng forth 
the champion of Anna, returned to bit 
memory. ,, ; „ ;■.,;, 

As it wanted fome time of their' dinner 
' hour, and his drefs required alteradon, he 
«SVF ne^ tp -GH?fyeRBr ffismfi-. -|?a*i?ffiC- 
.wia fully determined ^noif in eamc^ t^ 
purfue the. only. object. on;caj-th thao ap- 
peared worth that troubjei ;be therefore or* 
4e}:ed d^tesi ita attend hipi ea^ly ;n«xc monr- 
ing, intending, to gp tff Layton; from 
.whencehei -would aoft retppi ttW he had 
tried, eysry argument which love and the 
«fferof his large fgrtuoefpuld furpilh him 
?i»i|h,.- ■■; ,. /..I-;-" , '[.■■ 
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Smhrrajfrntnts* 

'At tHcippciihted hour the coiiipany met 
iA Mrs. Edwin's drawing room, namelyj 
the lady herfeM", ■ Mift Edwin, a Mrs. Cor- 
!>«, Count Maxwdl, Colonel Mendez, 
Mr. Ed'win» . and introduced by that gea- 
tfcmani laftly; Mr. WiJItSnfon. 
■ MKs Edwiii had flattered Kerfelf, by his 
not keeping his appointment, the boor wafe 
Tctumed to the Welch mouotains; her ion- 
fuQon and furprize, therefore, at the-light 
of him, ulhered in by her brother, was 
great, but not equal to his, on recognizing. 
in the perfon of Mrs. Edwin^ her companion' 
» theTadci and ia tfaofe of the two gen- 
tlemen, their efcortsj a difcovery that, ia> 
Us 
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bit igDonnc way of thinking, did not at all 
fpeakto the credit of either party. Mrs. 
Edwin changed colour, as much as rouge 
•n inch deep would fuffer her ; and indeed 
her confiiGon was fo vlfible, Mrs. Corbet 
•aflced her if ihc was indifpofed ? The fer- 
vant juft (hewing bimfetf at the door, as 
the fignal for dinner, happily relieved het 
from a queftioo put with all the innocence 
in the world in mere malice. 

The dinner pafled without any of the 
party, except the one lady vifitor, dtnng cre- 
dic to the delicacies before them. Colonel 
Mendez found htmfelf exceedingly embar- 
rafl'ed at the piercing black eyes of Mr. 
£dwin, who feetned to look into a foul not 
very well prepared for fuch a ftrift forutiny. 
He had,^ indeed, never appeared to So little 
advantage before his nuftrels. An ur oi 
conflraint clouded the ufual gaiety and eale 
of his mien-^-and fb^nge as it afluatly was, 
he found himfclf at a lois for words. 
The Count was guarded in every loQfc and 
aftioB} he was a very fine %ure, polite 
and well brcd^ a foreigner by birth, though 
perfeaiy 
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penfeftly convirfant with the 
todguej he appeared thoi^htfuhand xe- 
ferved. 
Mrs.' Edwin was at no time a woman 
whofe talents would much adorn her dri- 
Taied rank } ihe was now particularly de-* 
.6cienr, and not a tittle by her bchiaTimir 
did' flie add to the very poor «piaionWil- 
kinfoD entertained of hec. 

Cecilia, (pite of her eoqnetiyi. . of the pre- 
.fenceof her lover., add (tfjtheidaiitgreeabie 
rencontn! withWiikiofbo, aaaiA.a.9X ea^ 
tirely bide her ennotioi^ jac^Ua lanimated 
account givcnof Charles Herbert j her was 
indeed n0«f an indigent wanderer, hiscftate 
-gont, hi» foncune .ruined, himfelf and his 
family dependent on hers, there wks-'Do pof- . 
Ability of induiging.herparciality f(»: htni ; 
fke could not be fo nicah ; yet, bis pedbn, 
.his fentiments, his manners, recurrtd'in the 
,moft pleafing: forms tb hBT^ang^atibB ; 
ihe g»ve chem:a' iigh:.v^ithBtl ^ncnre' liu 
.ar coquette to bcflow oatheunfintinutB ?— 
^ and turned her wilting ear to the-flattscy^ef 
die moK profperoui Colonel^ '' Is 

:.=::.i-'i' ' The 
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The pacade and ^ft^ntatian of tbe meal, 
Kisieml ilill: iniMe -rfdioius . by the hurry 
every body fi»med in to gee it over, was at 
length removed. 

Mr. Edwin YtaaMtfing ,to draw the 
Colonel intoacoiLverfauon he as induftrt- 
-odQ/ avoided, when WUkinfon, as the la- 
dies were retiring,.daimed Cecilia's promife 
of half ati hour'j.audieoct. ' 

A requeft fo odd, at fuch a time, ftr- 
-prized-'lunbrotb^i.and.ilarnicd tbe'Iorerj 
which ho:pcroemng, ia WicU-as tbc youffg 
lady's embarrafihrent, added, if it would 
ngt imrode: an die: etiqutoe of foniij be 

' woutdbe glidit might be ia tbepre&ae 
■compahy; . ,,'■ ,-.'■:'. 

. "Cedlia, noc'darii^either tdd«iy or e& 
plain the msnodr id. which thepromire was 
obtainedi:-6)eiAly^fu&ercd h]fnix»>lead her 
to hec feae, while Mts. £d»iinrhad nctmrfe 
«i hn>jfilc3^iiw}iich -^re brot^bt in by 

.:'Siajan. ,i'.-:]i'-'i ..-.■ .- -,; ':,-. ,;. '. 

-. Wilkaii&ti'iHholeiibuLJwat>ttIj)ec<»jl^ 

at his .bdoKecl Anna %: "he boIdJy ahd nao- 

^1/ expatiated on the bcautjf; of her per- 

foo. 
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fon> the extent of her underftantfing, and 
on the graces of het* mind ji lie repeated 
many inftances of the greatnefi (rf her foul, 
and the goodnefs of her heart t he brought 
to the mind of Cecilia the virtue and inte- 
grity of her friend, Mrs. Manfel ; her upJ- 
right condu&, and her unimpeached cha- 
rafter j mentioned it as the pride of his 
heart that it had been devoted to Mi& 
Manfel, and, as his fevereft affli£Uon to 
have been rejected, he fdlowed her to Lon- 
don, when he found Ihe might have been 
fltll more advantageoallf and more honour- 
-ahly eftablilhed ; and then repeated the 
' cruelty and injuftice with, which fhe had been 
treated ; told them the calumny fhe had 
lain under, both with refpefttoMr. Edwin, 
and other as infamous charges, in confp- 
quence of which, he added, in a voice 
choked with the feeKnjgs of his hearty JHe is 
9t this niomtrnt a defetted, anprotcded (it- 
githre, without money, friends, ror the 
means c^pTocuriiig^t^jfaDcl'dien folemnly 
tlemanded of Mii» Edwin her wdwrity for 
:•■■'..>, the 
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tfi« iccolanons flic hid thoui^t proper to 

abet ^unlt' a young peifon who had never 

offended her. 

. This application was feconded by Mr. 

Edvtin, whofe furprife is' not to be ez- 

prefled at (he inidligeoce this harangue 

conveyed. 

Mifs Edwin rang for Frajan ; — ^ that lady 
had -wifely withdrawn hprfclf j — Ihe was 
gone out. 

" What," faid Mifs Edwin, " without 
my leave ? well, it is of no import i I be- 
lieve Ibaye evidence you will not difpute i 
ihe then repeated, in her turn, all that Frajan 
had told her, .and haughtiljr produced 
Lord Sutton's card, in confirmation oi 
Amia's.guilt. 

. *' Whatever," anfwered Wilkinfon, " was 
^' the fituadon or diftrefs of Anna's infancy^ 
V 1 affi ^learty convinced the. aftioos of 
V.her, jn^ofer y^ars have been ftriilly 
f conG^vnt.wjtl; the mofl: imp^^l^te .ho- 
f nottT} and here," he continued, .** is » 
*^ proof], that whatever might be Lord Sut- 
.ton*a' 



** ton's Toititnemsjtetfait period, hi b wbeeli 
*' convinced they were founded in ercor." 
To the unfpeakable aftoniflmsent of Mtb 
Edwin, and alt prefrnt, Ke gave his* Lord- 
fliip's ofFer of marriage into the liahds of 
Mrs. Edwin, who cpoMww attend to what 
was going forward j. after pcrufirig it, ftie 
liirited her fuTpicions of a forgery; in -which 
Mifs Edwin chofe to accordj tlio'ugh in her 
own mind (he was convinced not brily o£ 
its auihentitiTy, bit of the injiiiy doile our 
heroine. '' /' ': "' ■ ■ -^^ 
' The hand and feal ooiild not te counoa-- 
feit^._ Lord Sutton's vic^ent love fit-fbrhei; 
had' gone dff in a nwriirtr •nb'leli ffidAcW 
than' forprifing, 'afid fie'Rad'Jately-wiioTly , 
declined yifiting in Portman fqudii.^ Cc- 
ttlia wanted not cunning — arid 'her ili^netra- 
tion at difcovering fcHemes of Inrqniry-was 
4ui<3i: in propArtfon'^d^lrei' ^i^Acri atid in- 
cUhariiin fii^^'forrfiing' thim j' if was tKe^^-' 
fdrft fe'uttfeafltt' Wfecf y'HeV<IIb^^ 
6utton'S"tiVorive,'''th«i tO" atcdiint.foV-Fra- 
j^'s, ~'8i^ whofe- Rdelify' -die 'hlH' Hoi- a 
(SdiSt. 

Wilkinfoo 
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WilkinAn ifktA foTj-and-was permitted 
to retain. Lord Suttwi's card ; and theladies 
then retired) ' ibe gentlemen accompanying 
tbem, to tbeir cofiee, in order to attend' 
them to the opera. • 

Mr. Edwin, too much taken up with ' 
his oWn affairs »w to think of his fiber's, 
very gladly fuffercd the gallant Colonel>for 
this dme, to efcape his farther obfervarioo}: 
and the moment-he could get rid of Wil- 
kinfon, his favoufite fervant was difpatched 
to Lfljrto'n, to inquire into the truth of the 
anecdotes he had juft heftrd ; and as llbon 
as he had given hfm proper inftru^ions, 
Mlowed Wilkiiidbii> hj appoHitmcnc, to 
Grofvenor fquare; 

Mrs, Herbert's grief for the dreadful and 
fudden death of her hufband was gready 
iDolIi6ed by her fenfe of the relignarion due 
to the di^icnfatibns of'th'at Being (he tnily 
ferred^ wichouttbeparade'iir'fiiiW'of be^ 
ing righteous o*er much— her' concern ^ 
the welfare of her childrefr wto her Brit 
car^ly objeft j and' Aow that the nnfor- 
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tunate Mr. Herberc wat no more* Ita ccAi- 
£dered tbrir c)umoii.iicr as doubled. 

Mr. Wilkinfon's attentioo to her and ber 
interell, filled her with efieein and grad- 
tude; he knew all Mr, Hubert's affair^ at 
the works, and urged the ionm^diate necef- 
litjr there was for her prefoace at the cafUej 
but there alfo was- an execut'um as well aa 
in the works ; it was notj therefore, fit. 
flie fhould, in her prefent.dKti;<fled ftate of 
mindj go there: yet fbmething muft be 
done ; and although Wilklnfon was bath 
to leave London without hearing fome 
tidings of Anna, bis ,owp wiQies gave way 
V> h^ grafcfvil delite of boog of feme ule to 
Mrs. Herbert. 

. When Mr.Edwincan)e,he found him re- 
Ibived on letting out for Wales as foon as the 
funeralofthedeceafedwasoverr Thisdclay 
wai rendered unaeqe^ary by Mr. Edwin's 
pronuOog to pdce pohiraielf thewbde di- 
ceSk>n of that, the care of Tyrrel, and; 
^yery thing elfe in towoy to render his aon^ 
aa.c^y as^ r^nt calamity would a4n]^« 
|i((:.9fcordipgly took leave of thna ant 
-nigh^ - 
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eight, ia order to go early in the moaning; 
and Edwin returned home again, to the lur- 
prize of his domeftics, before ten o'clock, 
having called at the undertaker's and given 
very liberal dtreftions refpeiting the inter- 
ment of' Mr. Herbert ; which, though as 
private as po!ffibIe, he ddlred ihould be 
very handfome. 

Mrs. Edwin and CeciHa returned irom 
the opera in the fame company they went, 
much mortified, however, at the condo- 
lance of their friends on the Clocking event 
in their family, which had told them, in 
pretty plun terms, the indecency of their 
appearing in public While the a^ir was fo 
recent ; indeed this was not the iirft thing 
that had happened in public -very humi- 
liating to thofe ladies ; who had lately per- 
ceived, though their rmrts were ftill croud- 
ed, and the fame quantity of tidcets left at 
their door, that in private and feleft par- 
ties, and in places where women, whofe 
prtffence carried propriety with it, rcforted, 
they were often excluded. Their efcorts 
at all places where they were feeo, were cer- 

VoL. III. I tainly 
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tainljr of that ftamp, that few chofe to dif- 
pute with them the honour of their acr 
quainiance. 

Out of humour with themfelres, they the 
more willingly liftened to the entertainmenc 
offered by theit beaux : but this they were 
foon deprived of j for the happy flow of 
fpirits poflelfed by Mendez, aud the fofc 
languifliings of the divine Count, both va- 
nilhed at the fight of Mr. Edwin. 

Mrs. Corber, a widow of fmall fortune, 
butexpenfive cftablilhireat>had, at dinner, 
been particularly attentive to Edwin, and 
Ihercfumed the fame conduft at their return 
home i but as the gentlemen foon took their 
leave, and as her orders for her chair were 
not taken any notice of, the could not de- 
cently oiit-ftay them- In the time that rc- 
Hiained, nothing but weaiinefs, conftraini, 
and ill humour, were vifible ; after, however, 
agreeing that it was ntceflary to put on 
mourning, which the' ladies faid was the 
moll becoming thing 'fn the world, and 
fettling the ^//jw//tf of whatorder of peor 
pit was proper tO' let in, Mr. Edwin 
forced 
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foiced bimlclf to aOc after their entertaia- 
mcnt. 

** Oh ! it was odious; nothing but frights 
*' at the dpera, though an immenre croud, 
*' the men lolling on each others fhoulders^ 
** wholly attentive to themfelves % and the 
" women, nothing .bui im{3iertinence and 
*• folly," He took not the trouble to, ac- 
cede with, or contrxdii^.theic opinioos, 
but, fortnally viihiog thcno a good night, 
-left his wife and' lifter to their own fociety. 

The moment the polite hufband entered 
his library, his man appeared. The firft 
glance of his countenance afltired Mr. Ed- 
win he W2t full of news t thd, ladeed^iib 
he was. 
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Haam to Anna', 



-Thi 



IE fituation in which we parted with 
our heroine was fo.ioterefting aod deplo- 
rable, that I make no doubt my reader will 
condemn me for leaving her fo bng in fuch 
a ftate. 

The fever was, as prognofticated, of the 
tmpttve kind ; it was the fmall-pox. The 
agitation of her mind bad forwarded the 
infection, which (he had received in walk- 
ing to Mrs. Weliers* the day before \ and 
at the period I have mentioned of Edwin's 
fending to the village, Ihe bad not recovered 
lier fenfes. 

Bates found every thing advanced by 

Wtlkinfon confirmed, by the people of the 

* place. Mrs. Wjlfon, who did not know 

him, afliircd him Anna was gone off with 

I- Squire 
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Squire Edwio, vhtch he i&d not think ne- 
cefiary to contradict ; and.this being all the 
information he could by any nneans collet, 
he left Layton. 

In returning through the city, he recol- 
lefted his fitter, who, having loft her 
hun>a.nd, a mailer of a man of war^ was 
come to town to receive fome prize money 
due to him, and get her penfion: Ihe 
had twice dined at the lecond table in 
Penman fquire, and, as he fuppofed {he 
would foon be leaving town, took the op> 
portunity of calling at her lodgings. 

He afcended the (lairs to her apartment 
without feeing any one ; but when Ik en-, 
tered the front room, he was furprized to 
find his filler and her landlady in tears, and 
a large quantity of phials on the mantle- 
piece ; which furprtze was increafed with 
their hiftory of the matter that occaiioned 
fuch an appearance ; — his fitter was the 
very idendcal Mrs. Hughes, who had fo hu^ 
manely given up her bed to Anna. 

Bates was Aruck with the account, 

whidi tallying in point of tinae with the 

1 3 ^fenco 
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abfence-of Mifs Manfelj be begged ttf &e 
faer.. 

Swelled as wsu her loreljr face, and in- 
-fiamed as were her ef es* he ipftantly knew 
her, as flie layreftlefs and ulkingtnwardty, 
but of whac he could not make om : the 
joy this difcovery gave him, may be con- 
ceived to be great, as he knew the geaero- 
fir'y of his raafter, in affairs whae his plea- 
fures were concerned, to be unbounded : 
however, he took care to conceal his know- 
ledge of the poor ftranger, tHl he fhould 
receive his mafter's commands, and left 
them with a promife to call the next 
iBorntng. 

Mr. Edwin gratified him beyond his ttioft 
fangutne exix^ation; and charged him 
to return as be had appointed, and get his 
fifter at any rate to their imcreft j to order 
a phyfician, to let nothing be wanted ; to 
charge Mrs. Hughes, if Anna recorded 
her fenfes, never to drop a word of him or 
his family ; and,Jinalty, to inquire if the lofs 
of her beauty would be the confcquence of 
her diforder. 

Bates 
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Bates faithfully executed his comrtiiffion, 
but finding his fifler rather nicer in the 
matter than he expefted, or thought necef- 
fary, he bound her to the moftfolemn pro- 
mife not to betray the name of the friend 
who would wifh to fupport Anna, to her. 

A proper nurfe was then procured, and a 
phy(ician fcnt for, mod famous in the dilbr- 
der; andBateshad thegoodlucktocarrj' his 
niEitter two vciy acceptable pieces of news ; 
namely) that the doftor gave the greatcft 
hopes ofpreferving both the life and beauty 
cf his patient — Again he was rewarded, 
and again difpatcfaedwith frclh orders to 
fparc nothing money could purchafe, and 
to obfcrvcj with rcfpcft lo Mf. Edwin, pro- 
found fecrecy. 

■ Mrs. Hughes was a widow of twenty- 
eight i the beft tempered -creature in] the 
world : her father was a tenant to the late 
Mr. Turbville, and now to young Edwin, 
on an eftate adjoining Sir William Ed- 
win's. — Bates, her brother, had been taken 
frcry young to wait on his prcfent mailer, 
and bad now lifed with him twelve years ; 
I 4 • ,, ha'' 
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had been the Tour, and indeed was the 
faithful npofxtory of all his fecreu. The 
Confidence his niafter repofed in him, vas 
welt Jcnown not to be of the moft laudable 
nature } and this good woman would have 
been far more iatisGed.to have fupported 
the unknown young perfon at her own 
expercc than to have been fo affifted, un- 
der fu£;h- injunctions ; bccaufe the whole- 
country round Dsnnis Place not only loved, 
but feared the Edwin family too much, to 
do any thing that could fubjeA them to 
their refentment, not daring to difobcy thtf 
orders of Mr, Edwin 1 ihe was yet very 
m,uchdifIatisfiedon being lb refirained : — 
every day and hour brought frelh inflanccs 
of Mr. Edwin's folicitude for Anna's reco^^ 
very ; and the (eventh day her fenfcs re- 
turned i but what aftate (Ud fhe find her- 
fclfin! 

As fbon as her mental powers relumed 

their place, and recollection returned, what 

. a dreadful gloom prelented itielf ! She had 

but a 'faint remembrance of accepting 

Mrs. Hughes' bed, but all the preceding 

ipVCDtS 
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event! came unfought iato her fickeoing 
imagination \ the violence of the kwt 
abated with the turn of her diforder, but Ihe 
«as fo weak as to be unable to fpeak, and 
fb lore as to be unable to moTe > the tears 
that gulhed from her eyes, were the firft 
proofs to the women about her, that (he wac 
fenfible. 

Their attention and tendcrocfs were r& 
doubled : every thing that could iboth or 
revive her was done ; and, as lbs gKW 
flronger, every painful retrofpeft avoided j 
but it was not in the power of their kind* 
ncls to banifli the killing thoughts with 
which her iituation filled her. 

The more Ihe was obliged to thofe hu* 
mane ftrangers, the more the idea of the 
expence and trouble they had been at 
afflicted her i Ok reacted, in the agonies 
of her foujj the preferving her eziitence, 
which feemed from, her infancy to be de-' 
TOted to mirery.i and her extreme grief 
not only cQunterafted the effcft of thofe 
medicines which were prefcribed^ but kept 
I 5 hcc ' 
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her in fo weak a ftatc, that the Dofiror be- 
gan to be apprehenfivc for herllfe. 

Bates was conftanily there three rimes a 
day i' and this piece of ill news he did not 
fail to carry to Mr. Edwin; who, drftrafted 
at the thoughts of now lofing her, contrived 
(as he fappofed, with great reafon, her low 
flate was a^ravated by the diftrefs of hef 
drcomftanccs) a plan, from which he hoped 
. the moft favourable confequences. 

He had got into his pofieffion the two . 
letters Mi^. Manfcl had wrote to Arina^ 
and by" their help procured one to be wrote, 
as from that good man, exprdfing the moil 
paternal folicitude for her recovery, affign- 
ing his owri infirm ftate of health as the 
reafon he caine not himfelf— told her he 
had; by means of a friend, traced her with 
great difficdty, and inclofed a bill for 
thirty poands, recommending it to her to 
k^ep as Concealed as poffible. 

This letter ivas delivered her by the late 
,Mr. Herbert's footman', a man whom fiie 
well knew, and who being now wholly de- 
pendent 
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pendent on Mr. Edwin, he could not doubt 
the fidelity of. 

Anna wepti and aflced a thoufand quef- 
tions of the man, ivho promifcd to call 
again before he left town. -The great 
trouble her malady had occalioned in the 
houfe where fhe was, rendered this bill very 
acceptable J 'thoQgh it was accompanied 
with regret at being fiill In want of the 
fupport, ihe knew her paternal friend could 
ill fparc. ... , ■ - 

However, with the firft gleam of plea- 
fure they had feen on her countenance, r^ 
infifted on paymg them for their attendariee, 
and what they had dilburfed for her. T^isJ 
Mrs. Haghes 'wsia inftruftedto- gratify 'het 
in J arid 'having made out a very trifling 
account, was handfomely paid. ' Th6 
Dbitor, too, took his fees from her; and. 
now 3 little more at.eafe, (he recovered her 
ftrengdi and ^irits. ITie diforder, 'thongH . 
verythicfe on herbody,"hiad been rernarka-* 
biy favoiirablc to her face. She Had' yet 
money enough to fupport her for a little 
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/ime, and to purcba^a few Dcceflariei {h* 
vanttd* 



C H A P. LXIV. 



MeedngstfOid Friends. 

X H E iirft day Anna #as able to fit up 
to dinner, Mrs. Hughes, with die woman 
d tbe houlc and her daughter, partook, at 
faer requeft, of the little repaft j which, 
■wlien ended^ fhe took tbe occalion to thank 
them JeveraUjr for tbeir great kindnefs ; 
adding, that as the appearance of fuch a 
young creature, thrown upon their charity 
in fa renjW'kable a manner, who neither 
tbtn nor now leemed to be tbe cace or 
concern (^v any body, and who really was 
more deftitute.of relations than, God be 
f raifed. 
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pnifed. Ihe was of friends, fiace ihe kne^ 
Ihe bad one of the lattet defcripdon, 
though fhe was not bleft with an7 of the 
former, muft have excited their tniriofity^ 
a curiofity fo natural, that if it Was un- 
tinAured with doubts to her diladvantage, 
thdr confidence muft be the refult of thdr 
own gpodnefs of heart ; Ihe would, there* 
fore, tell them the fad claims flie had «i 
their humane feelings. 

" Alas ! (continued fhe, weepti^ the 
** accident that brought me here u not the 
** firft by which I have been left a mtfera> 
** ble orphan on the pity of Grangers ; I am 
" not acquainted with my own nam^ the 
*' one I go by is that of the Aiend to whoie 
'* paternal love I owe the power of repay- 
" ing the pecuniary obUgadons I was under 
" to you } you have before you, my good 
** friends, the child of forrow, the daughter 
f * oS charity j what, or who my parents 
** were, or whether I am by blood conoeft- 
*' ed nith a living being, I know not i the 
" perfon fuppofed to be my father died at a 
** ftraoge lodging, were he had not f»nrach 
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•* as flept I and I was taken from thence by 
« a clcrgymart." " Who, merciful God !" 
<xclaimed the landlady of the hoafe^ trem- 
bling SVilK eagernefsi " was thrft clefgy- 
•*^Hi»n'ft n»miJD4kon^---Ann»^aftohifhed, 
oftrwere* h WSfl,- < . ^ ■ 

« And yoar'Si rAf Aiat Ch\1d," fald th« ■ 
wonians '"is-Afina^- Oh ! -my fwect cre*> 
" tiirfe (ftSbFflting- h«r)- hatfe' hopei hftV« 
«* confidence in the irifdorrt aS well as the 
"mercj of that Wtrig> \Vho, m a- niore 
••dreadftit flat* thtfn that df deferted -iri- 
*' fancy,- conducted you a feeond time' t6 
** the fame humble inftrumtnt bi lus good- 
•* liefa for prefervatton ;■ yes my thildv it 
" waiat my ho^feyoTirfatherexpired, and 
"* BKeffity only couWhavft prevailed "on 
*' me ever to refign you, though I- could 
" not doubt Mrs. Dalton'^ care ol yovi ; but 
** now we part no more-." r - ■ 

Anna hiving- laeen told the pCffoWat 
frhofe hoofe (he was Iftft was dead^ could 
hardly credit the woman's aifertions ; ■ thft 
partfculars.indeed, had never been willingly 
entered oa hy DaJtbn, and when by dint 
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ofpeffeveringintfeatiCs, he could be (Jrag- 
■ ged into the fubjcdt; he told her no perfon 
was now living but himfelf that was iit any 
\vAy Witnefs to the fudden diflblution of 
her parents, who were foreigners. When 
ihe repeated thofe circumftances ro Mrs; 
Clark (it was ihdeed hef) and the viciffi- 
tudes of tiec life, Ihe again and again em- 
braced her, cdlling her by etffery endearing 
epithet, and bid her look forward withccr- 
tain hope, to the events of a life fo mirai 
culoufly preferved. -^ " My dear child," 
faid Ihe, " what end that man, who I always 
•* believed a goodChriftian, could have in 
U deceiving you, I can't think j it is now 
** many years fince I loft all trace of him 
" or you, and my own circumftances get- 
*' ting from bad to worfe, he might no: be 
** more luccefsful in his inquiries after me j 
• •• but lie has in pofleffion things you Diould 
" certainly be acquainted with, which might 
" lead to a difcovery of your family ; your 
'* father, I am fure, was a gentleman." 
Sh^ then told her every circumftance that 
happened both to^ him and' the womaii 
a who 
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who accompanied tum^ to which way 
added, the account of what efie^ were 
U^ti the value of the watch and riDgi 
was not the objeft that moft ftrucic them» 
it was the entire concealment of them and 
the box of papers. 

While the fad retrofpcft of the event 
wluch had deprived our heroine of every 
natural friend, and ezpofed her to the ma? 
nifold evils of poverty and the cutting ne- 
ceffity of bang dependent on ftrangers for 
fubfiftence» filled her with grief and agony : 
flie coidd not help joining in admicauon 
at that Providence which guided her flieps 
to the habitation of the only perfon in the 
world, beftdes the Daltons, who could 
give her, from their own knowledge, infoc- 
mation^ of what was of fo much confe« 
quence for her to know. 

Mrs. Clark prottftcd fhe never more 
flioutd leave her, except for her own ad- 
vantage, or till fomebody owned her'— and 
perceiving the forrowtbis hint excited, char- 
ged her to keep up her fpirits, fince the was 
itire^i her life had not been fo evidently the 
peca* 
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peculiar care of heaven for nothing -^ 
** Here, only think," fa;d Ihe, " what a 
** blefling it is you ihould have fuch an 
'* education to fet off your fweet face, and 
*^ now that face fo charmingly preferved: 
" and then, again, you fee in how many in- 
" ftances you have met with fuch good . 
" friends ; you mud take the birter with 
** the fweet, and all, I am fure, will be for 
"thebeft." 

The cfRifions of a joyful heart were vt- 
fible in all Mrs. Clark's wwds ; but, not* 
withftanding her confidence in the princi- 
pics of the reverend teacher, ihe had at 
.times very ftrong fufpicions that the trunk 
contiuned fomething he wifhed not to be 
known, and his fo induftrioufly conceal- 
ing from Anna, that, and every other ctr- 
cumftance that could lead to any know- 
ledge of her family, now as flrongly con- 
firmed thofe fufpicions — Site was in rea- 
lity, what he appearidi fober and religi- 
ous j her outward profeffions were per- 
feflly confiftent with the principles on 
which her actions were founded — She was 
, fliU 
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Bill a member of a Methodift ibciety, and 
for thofe tenets (he had the ilrongeft par- 
tiality. To fuppofe a minifter, who was 
held in high cftimation among the preachers 
of her (c&t guilty of wronging an orphan, 
under the fan£tion of chanty, was fcanda- 
lifing the whole body and was what fiie 
wi(hed to avoid, more efpccially as it might 
not be fo — -he might have motives for his 
conduft perfeftly confiftenc with .his facred 
charafler, though not requifitc to be made 
public; but ihofe ftic was refolvcd to in- 
quire iffto — Without, therefore, hinting 
at her defign, Ihe contented herfelf for the 
prefcnc with flicwing every kindheTs to 
Anna, who was again brought under 
her roof in fo deftitute a flcuation — She 
could, fhe faid, not doubt, but Providence 
meant her to be the humble means, either 
'of reftoring her to her family, or prcferv- 
ing her from fome dreadful evil which 
might elfc have awaited her, and therefore, 
poor as (he was, fhe was fure fomething 
Would turn up to enable her to keep her. 
The 
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The words of the good enthuGad ftruck 
Mrs. Hughes very forcibly — her own ideas 
ef the plot laid by Mr. Edwin convinced 
her they were indeed too pregnant with 
truth, arid half convertH her to the fwth 
by which they were infpircd, being fully 
Jattsfied in her own mind, his particular 
Htention to fuch a young perfon could 
have but .one end -f— Jier confciencc re- 
proached her for concealing fufpicions fo 
well founded, but the prejudices of her 
whole life were too ilrong for her good 
wilhes ; (he therefore refolvcd to haften 
the concluEon of her buGnefs, which had 
been already delaytsd beyond her expcSa- 
tJon> and leave town as foon as fhe could. 

Anna, once more with a real friend, 
aod treated \vith maternal indulgence, re-> 
covered daily -, and Mrs. Clark bringing 
to her mind conftantly her loft friend 
Mrs. Manfel, the Llandore family like- 
wife obtruded themfclveson her ideas — 
The fuic of clothes flie. had embroidered 
for Lady Edwin, fo much admired, gave 
her 
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her the hint of a mode by which {be might 
perhaps procure the means of fubfiftence, 
were more Battering to her pride than going 
to fervice — She had no fooncr mentioned 
it to Mrs. Clark than ihe fallied out in 
queft of work. 

But whether it was her appearance, which 
was that of a primitive Chriftian, in a plain 
black fatin bonnet and cloak, a light 
brown fine camblet gown, fmall fharp fea- 
tures, or whether (he happened to apply 
to fliops who were, as they faid, over- 
ftocked with hands, flie leturned tired and 
unfuccefsful. 

Poor Anna was much difappointed, biit 
recollcfting the perfon who got the trim- 
ming made for Lady Edwin, employed a 
great number of people, as (he had been 
once at his houfe with that lady, fhe re- 
iblved as foon as her health would pcrmic 
her to go out, to try her oviq luck. 

In the mean while, Mr. Edwin having 

fettled alt Mrs. Herbert's afiairs, and paid 

the cxpence of Tyrrel's accident, began to 

grow impatient to fee our heroine — Mrs, 

Hughes, 
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Hughes,' however, inMcd he fhouM not 
come to her lodgings without leave from 
Anoa — her inconvenient fcruples greatly 
cmbarrafied him j he had no hopes of ob- 
taining fuch a permiinon while flie was 
there, he therefore inlilled on her inune- 
diate removal, which fhe was obliged to 
comply with, and returned to Wales with- 
out compleatiog her bulineis* 
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' Tht Married Lowr. 

£dWIN then flatteitd himfelflittle 
trouble and lefs reCftance would attend the 
completion of his deGres, and began Jiis 
operations with great fpiritj he inquired 
for her as a Granger, and was immediately 
fliewn to the apartment Mrs. Hu]ghes had 
left. Anna's furpri2e and difpleafurc at 
, this viliE were equal j it affronted her vir- 
tue, it alarmed her pride — Reduced bjr 
her illnefs, weak and languid, {he was 
anintcrcfting andafFeftingobjeft — Edwin's- 
heart was by no means callous to the fl- 
ings of humanity: Be apologized for his* 
incrufibn ; and with tendernefs and delicacy 
(when flie had recovered] her firft alarm) 
madethe mod flaming profelHon of a violent 
attachtaent — offered her a car/e kla/iehe, 
and 
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and throwing himieJf at her feet, vowed 
ic was impuffible for him to exifl: without 
her. ". - - . 

The inflate love of virtue, snd the natu- 
ral abborreacc of^vjcc implanted in her 
early years in the mind of this amiable girl, 
would have filled her, with horrot.at fuch a 
propofalfrom.anyonc; butifl this inftance, 
it was aggravated by her knowledge of his 
recent marriage, his family coniietftipns, 
and by her fenfe of juftice and propriety; 
yet her indignation being really againft the 
vice, while the fon of Lady Edwin, the 
relation of the Herberts, was on thofe ac- 
counts the objeft of her compaffion, Ihe 
coolly and difpaflionately rejeiSlcd, in the 
• molt unequivocal terms, all his offers j re- 
monftrated with him on the barbarity of 
his conduA to his wife, and thcfcandal 
fuch a mode of living, if adopted, muft 
entail on his family — Eloquent id the 
caufe of honour, (he intreaied him to have 
fome concern for the peace of his worthy 
mother, and fome regard for the credit of 
his own pofterity, which he knew to be of 
fuch - 
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fuch coQfequeoce to Sir WUliaoi and Ladjr 
Edwia. 

He, in return, denied tbe charge of bar- 
barity Co his wife, as fhe had quite as little 
feeling for hicn' as he could- poflibly have 
for her j his mother, his family, and his 
pofterity would have reafon to blefs her, i^ 
. by accepting his ofier, fte would conde- 
fcend to be his fweet guide through life. 
He had no joy at home, no picafurc 
abroad ; his fortune was already impaired by 
the want of happinefs in his domeftic 
circle, lince he had run from one evil 
to another, in vain' fearch of the content 
he found it abfurd to feek ac home. Had 
his parents really confulted his happinefs, 
would they have joined him by their en- 
gagements, fo early in life, to a woman he 
could not help defpllingi in the union 
formed for him, they had confidered neithet 
his tafte or inclinations! he would go abroad 
with her ; flie fhould there bear his name, 
and Ihare his fortune } he would ^ve the 
world he had more to offer her. 

He 
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He was herff interrupted by our heroine, 
who faid flie was grieved to find he could 
be at fuch eafe with bimfclf, on fo mcked 
apropofal, as to attempt fuch a'ju(lifica> 
tion. She could, therefore, only beg him 
to have fo inuch companion for her Situa- 
tion as to refrain te3zing, and fo much re- 
fped for unoffending innocence as to for- 
bear infutting her farther; it would anfwer 
no purpofe j he would find her principles 
were not to be corrupted ; and as to her in- 
clinailons (he had told him long ago, and 
Ihe now folemnly repeated it, was it In his 
power to olTer her marriage, with the full 
confent of his family, poor, deftitute, and 
almoft friendlefs as fhe was, they were too 
fervently engaged to admit one. doubt of 
her rejection, not only of him but the whole 
world. 

Mr. Edwin wanted not underftandJng or 
knowledge of the female heart ; he could 
not therefore doubt but the lips of Anna 
fpoke the language of hers. Mortifying as 
was this convidion, it did not prevail on 
him to forego a fuit in which all his defires 

Voi. m. K wecr 
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were fo intercfted^ the greater th? difficulity» 
the more valuable the conqueft. T^e plac^ 
of hct refidencc was-wholly unknown fo.anjr 
bucjiixnlclf; fhe was poor, 9nd but for hjm.. 
mull have wanted coinmon necefTaries; fhc. 
would ycc want -themf if he withheld his 
bounty. He, found, in her.flight fromDal- 
ton's, her repugnance to Sutton} and, though 
he knew not all the circumftances, he na- 
turally fuppofcd the niOTc the report of her 
being with him was believed, the Icfs likely 
(he would be to find any other protestor ; 
whilij therefore, he could contrive to keep 
her con£ealed,while flic contiBued diftrelled, 
he had hopes, and while there were hopes he 
would pcrfift, AffeiSting to be moved by 
her arguments, he then endeavoured to pre- 
vail on her to fuffer him tQ,vifit her as a 
friend, and to fupply her with any money 
fhe might have occasion for. Anna abfo- 
lucely refufcd both, and he was obliged to 
leave her with no hope of fuccefs to his 
wiflies, but thofe founded on he/ diftrefs. 
From her he went immediately to Dalton's, 
and cold them haughtily, he was come to 
fee 
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fee M^s Manfefs clethe»'feat her. The 
poor parfou was- ftruck' toto cnifufion at 
this reguifiiion; Was, it poffiblef Could 
Aana be with Mr. Edwin at laft? Farewel, ' 
thcDj'to all his hopes from his ooble patroa. 
In thefam& ftyle of proud faperiorhykha - 
wEis told ta deRver every tbingtelon^ng (o 
Anna. Irrefolntc how to adt for the bert, 
that is to fay, mott for his own' interefl', he - 
anfwered, a gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood had put his feal on her trunks, at her , 
owndeftrei that gentleman was feoC for, and ■. 
acquainted wkh the demand. 

Doftof Colletfurprized, and indeed forry 
to fee this undoubted proof of her being '. 
with Mr, Edwin, anfwered, if MifsMai^el ' 
, had fent for her- things, he prcfuined 
the gentlemam would produce her writ- 
ten order. No j it was not of confe- 
quence; he 'was known, and would be 
anfwerable for his a&ions ; he was ready- to . 
pay htm and inMed on- having the trunks, : 
. and bid them detain thepn at then- peri). : 

Dakon recolleding all was now over, 
■with their hopes of the friendfiiip of the ■ 
K a pcf 
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peer, and conduding thb would he die laft 
advantage he could cxpeA from his late 
ward, contrary to the advice of Mr. CoUe^ 
he greedily feized this laft occasion of poc- 
keting a fum of money on her account, and 
received from Mr. Edwin a draft for one 
hundred and fifty pounds, for her lodging, 
board, education, and cloathing ; he 
then delivered her effcfts to the young li- 
bertine, who, hogging himfelf on hia fuc^ 
cefs, fent them in a hired cart, in his name, 
to an hotel of no great eminence for its mo- 
deft company, and prefently Idc X<ayton. 
Doiftor Collet, with a rueful countenance 
and difappointed mind, vent firft co Mrs. 
Wellets.to whom he related the vilit of Mr. 
Edwin, lamenting with her the depravity 
of the times, and concluding they had been 
too fanguine in the acquittal of Anna, who, 
however blaraelefs hitherto, had at laft en- 
tirely fiufeited all claim to eftcemi and then 
returned home to write to Mr. Herbert. 

Mr, Edwin, highly fatisfied with his prize, 

Tefolved to make a merit of reftoring it to 

Anna, at the fame time he knew it would 

ruin 
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rain her in the opinion of every (ncaA ; but 
that was a triBe beneath his thoughr. £la^ 
with his fuccers> he went to Brookea'Si and 
from tbcnce was engaged in a fcene of diffi- 
jpacion, to give it the tendered of n^mcs, 
that put our heroine out of his head fot a 
few days. 
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The Emhroitterefs\ 

X HE health and firength of our heroine 
being now confiderably reftored| dreiTed ia 
a clean plain morning gown, (he took a 
coach to Fall Mall, and alighting a few 
^aces from the door, walked to the embroi- 
derer's. 

, K3 Mir, 
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Mr. DeTmoulins was a Frenchman and a 
fop, but very ingenious, and iii high vogue 
in his -way among the'Hrll people. His 
wife, to whofe fomier hufband he was fore- 
man,, was an Irifh virago, old enough to be 
his mother, extremely jealous of hdr huf 
band's love and her own authority, which 
laft ihe could not bear Ihould be invaded 
hy one whom flie had raifed to the honour 
of her bed and the profits of her trade^ 
from a ftate of indigent fcrvitude. Mon- 
£eur, on his part, conceiving the felicity of 
his hand at the altar, and the poOeOlon of 
hi^mBft charming perfon, fo fer from fairly 
p'urchafed by the change in his fortune, had 
been thrown away on an ungraceful woman^- 
not fenfible of her extreme ^ood bargain* 
felt not the leaft difpofition to give way to 
the imperious temper of his lady^or todif- 
fipate her jealoufy by not convcrfing with 
"thofeflie diflikcd, namely, all who were 
younger or more agreeable than herfelf, or 
"by exhibiting any particular proof of fond- 
nefs for her j in fliort, the whole pleafujc 
and delight of this happy pair was to thwart 
and 
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■and contradift each ether. Whatever Mr»; 
-Defmoulins appt'oved, was fure, with the 
utmoft politenefs' and civility, to be.difap- 
proved by her holband; and whatever was 
propbfed by him, was fure to be oppofed 
byhis wife, though to little p;irp6fe ; for 
though Monfieur protefficd' it was with great 
regret and extreme mortification he vari«i 
from her opinion, he never gave up his 
point. 

Oh inquiring for'Mr. Defmoulins, Anna 
'waslhewn into i. back fliop, where, aflort- 
'ing of patttiras, fat this amiable coiiple. 
'The lady, who feldom rofe from her feat 
to people that came on foot, glanced fcora- j 
fully-at our heroine-, nor would ftie, had ' 
Anna's 6gure been lefs, captivating, have 
probably farther noticed her, Mr. Def- 
moulins, without 'looking up, demanded 
how he could have the honour of obeying 
'her commands ? Anna blufhed, hcfitated, 
'blufhed again — The lady fired at the fight— 
this was fomc miftrefs of her hqilband's, who 
"could be fo corifufed on no other account 
than her happening to be prefcnt — " 'VFhy 
K 4 ** don'*- 
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"don'c you fpeak> young woman .^" faid 
She, in a tone that almoll petrified her; 
while it called the man's attention from 
what he was about, who, more in oppofi- 
tion to his wife than in compalHon to her 
conftiCiorij beg-ged the would compofe her- 
felf, and let him know to what happy ac- 
cident he owed the honour of feeing her, 
and intreated ihe would inform him how 
he could have the pleafure of obeying her 
commands? The extreme politenefs of the 
hufband was not lefs embarrafBng to Anna, 
than the unprovoked rudenefs of the wife. 
Afrer many efforts to ufher in her requeft, 
in a manner leaft likely to give offence, (he 
at length flammered out a petition to be 
employed — which was inftanily negatived 
by the wife, and graftted by the huft^r.d. 
He did not, however, forget to inquire 
• what, fecurity fhe meant to give him for 
the work be fhould entruft her with. A 
qucilioD fo new and unexpected, ftruck 
her into axronfufion, of which Mrs. Def- 
moulins did not fail to make her advan- 
tage, by remarking, that none but a fool 
' vfVSv would 
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would think of employing h«r:— 4a~ infi*> 
nuadon the leatt likely of all others to 
lellen his confidence. He, therefore, re* 
gardlefs of his wife's farcaftical exprafEons^ 
Mid deaf to her keen remonftrances, gave 
our hercnne an elegant waiftcoat, content)- 
ing btmfelf with her addrefi^ inftead of a 
bondfman. She returned home, too much 
elated to attend to the itl-breeding of Mrs. 
Defmotflins, and told Mrs. Clark in rap- 
tures of her Ibccefsi A fccond^hand frame 
t?as immediately purchafed, and the work 
began with fuch eagernefs, -fiie would hard* 
ly fpare any time for eating and reft. Mr. 
Edwin called in vain arher doorihts letters 
were returned unread, and every offered 
fevour' declined with refolution and con- 
flftency. No princefs could be; happjer 
than Anna Manfcl while fo laudably em- 
ployed. The waiftcoac was foon finished -and 
ooiried hwne. 

However difcordant were the general 
difpoGtion of Mr, and Mrs. DcfmotriinS, 
there was one thing, and only one, in whidh 
they perfeftly agreed j that was^their own 
kitereft. The folding brow of the one> 
K 5 and 
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and iltec«rdars iiidifierence of tbebdiefy 
was quickly changed at &r& fight of the 
waifleoat } thcf were, both good judges of 
^Mnr'buriQcIs, and the piutioular neatodB 
fltad.b^u^:of her work, changed theh^rfh, 
unwonunly &atute$ of the miftn^, into a 
placid ftnile. She nas liberally paid, wid 
given freHi employ of a fuperior fort, with 
promifeofcooftantwork. Her heart bound* 
*d with joy } the , momeat of her return, 
Jhe felled a prke for her board and lodg- 
ing, as beneficial to Mr^. Clark >as conve- 
jDient CO berlelf. 

.No.ftrt WA3 left uB^flay^ by Mr. Edwuii 
:but bis. atteiijpts to -bias'^r pure mind tio 
fcvil rec^lol on himfdf ; and bis pl^ of 
.fucceeding through her diflrefs, rendered 
fruitlefs by her induftry. He was .Eher^i^re 
forced togive.up> for the prefent* vietis 
that hadcofl; bitn fo dcv, and lay by iQ hope 
of yet being fo fortunate as to bieijiifofiie 
[degree neceffary.to-the proud bieauty, wbofe 
charms he qould neither forget iior wholly 
give up. 

Wilkinlbn was indefatigable. liq 'Mrs. 
.Herbert's flC&irs. Sir Wiiliam Sdr^ .ad- 
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•rvaCtdmonty to ileir both ttie efttte find 
fr^n'Wdrks'; he ftnt his Tifter the moftfra- 
teroal eonfoktions, and with frtfii profirf^ 
fioiM 6f regard, gave hcr-fon 1mv« to pleale 
liimlelf In his ftay abroad. Thdfe tAattcfs 
lettVed, Mr. ^akinfon returned to London^ 
•ccompanied by Mr. Manfcl, whofc anxiety , 
was mfiipportabie at the account he gave 
him of Afina. The laft words of his be- 
idved wife dwelt on his ears from the mo- 
ment he hejiiij theinjuriea ihe had fuSered; 
Aie occupied all- his waking thoughts, and 
his dreams repfefented her in the moft hclp- 
^s and ibrlorn lituation. -He welt knew 
the caufe' bdth' of her leaving the lodge and 
changing hefname. His wife, whofe me* 
niory was not icfs dear than facred, had 
■formed Hfer mind, and been the guide of 
'her early years, could Ihe be then lefs rhaa 
^rfeiSt ?-^Tormented with his regret for 
"having faflfeted •her to leave him, and by 
his nsrror for what mightbc' her then 
■diftpefs, he. refolved on a journey to 
London, althoughi from his gouty habity. 
WyurifitTO-vnaertake it, 

. ;■- .%4. The 
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The fighc of her old friends afibrded 
great comfort to Mri. Herbert j sDd Patty 
rejoiced in the hope of being reftored to 
fociety ihc loved 7— their doors were ihot, 
though that precaution was almoft needleisf 
for as they were known to be left in very 
dependent circunnftances, they were not 
likely to be thronged with vifitants in a 
place where the heart of Mrs. Herbert 
.being ftill lefs known than her perinnv 
Ihc co^d have no chance to excite the 
attention of the worthy few, who were, 
from congenial virtues, quatiiied to aSb- 
ciate with her. Mrs. Edwin noc Cecilia had 
condefcended to pay her . one condolii^ 
Tifit; and Mr. -Edwin having liberally 
fuppHed her with money,, and done every 
thing he could do with refpeft to her af- 
fairs^ foon became weaty of urging his 
wife and filler to pay her (tune attention, 
or ihew any countenance to their young 
relation, as well as murdering any pare of 
his own time, by beftowing it on an old 
aunt and infipid cou5n. 

Mr. Manfel's trouble was eordiaUy 

(hared by Mifs Herbctt, who not being 

oow 
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BOW under any reftraint, was as warm in 
the praire of her friend as he could be 
himfelf, and fo eameft to recover her, that 
ihe prevailed on her mother to pofipone 
their journey to Llandore a few days, in 
hopes to have her with them— not a litdc 
did fixe rgoice in the poffibtlity of renewing 
thole fcenes of tranquil happinefs they bad 
paffcd together. 

. Next morning carried Mr. Witkinibn 
aad hia reverend friend to Dalton's, on the 
earnefl: inquiry they vn:re detemnioed ^ 
make after the loft Anna — The looks of 
Mr, Manfel pictured his mind ; they wef^ 
mild, fcrene, and benevolent j his counte- 
nance ha*! acquired a folemn melancholy ' 
caft fijice the death of his wife, which was 
at this period much increafed by the un- 
certain ftate of the charge fhe had left-^ 
True religion, and unaffe£lxd piety, mth 
A foul rendered indulgent to the foibles of 
' jothers by patience and meek forbearance 
marked his charaAer— he knew the facred 
profeffion of Dalton, and could not encou- 
rage a thought of his hanng a^ted wilfully 
wrong. 
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wrong, and therefore expeftcd lO'frad him 
Ui ^^on at die fame cxtfe^rthhimfirif 
i~-'Hc WIS ' deceived — Dalfon bad bceh 
to Lord; Snteon to- (TomrMmkace to :hiin 

Mr.'JeJd«in'«y[Gty»id'Wa9>incetlfc^aei)ce 
vfJiU 3deltreringt4ie- clothes, lurn^Qot 
in difgnce »nd (XMHemftr he -was-there- 
iete (fctaiy exulnng . on having fecured 
the cart), and beftowed no farther thought- 
oiiiier be had (o villanoufly r«bbe4-*'MrE. 
£iiltOn.fetting her-down as -a lofttreafure, 
inch aS'to thi&Avorld and the'next, agreed it 
could be no -fin to make fuch' a libertine 
■pay forhis:bad aflioos. 
• A frefh'irtquiry after Mils .Manfct then 
V?M not tiktly to give them BHich pfea- 
furej but the manners and character of a 
-good clergyman carries with them an in- 
■difci«bable weight among the moft Aban- 
doned 1 and guilt did that in Mr. T)alco«n 
Jnhich a real Tenerficion"did in his wll«-^ 
it rendvred (bem <ib1ig^Rg and dommuni- 
icfltive ; ' bot *fter going -through' tKe itory 
■rf'hcr ^lopemerit, finking oniyi^caOrfe; 
ivben they cai&fc'to >MW ^d^ij^'s'd^and 
t ' ' of 
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of hw clothes and .-payment of :htr'.debt, 
neither of the.gcntIanen.coold-for>a while ' 
credit,thAn;tmic was confirmed by^Doc- , 
tor GoUet •, -and tren. then, Wilkijtfimfwoite 
there muft be fome myftery in it — in 
which opinwn Mr. Manicl joined { and 
they returned to London with incrcafiid 
anxieiy, but not with leis. confidence in the 
hooourof our henHoe. 

They went direftly to Fortman ilquane -^ ' 
•iAi. Edwin was not .^C tu>me — When 
would itbc' moid; likely to meet with him?— 
Itwu very onccrtain— They called again, 
and again— They writ with as little fuccels 
— They were always too foon or too late. 
Advertilements were put in the papeis,- 
defcribing Anna, and requefting her to 
return to her friend, to no purpofe. Mrs. 
Clarke kept no fervant % her daughter and 
herfclf did the work of their liitle houfe 
between them — they never read a paper; 
and the i;efidence of Anna was entirely un- 
'knowQ to every body, but thofe whofc de- 
fire it was to conceal it. At length, wea- 
ried with their unavailing inquiries, in , 
delpair 
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dcTpair of finding her, and Mrs. Herbert^ 
prefence being as neceflary at Llandore as 
Mr. Manfcl's at his re£toiy» and Wilkin- 
fon's at the iron works, they wen obliged to 
give it upi but Wilkinfon protefted he 
would not quit London till he had feen 
that vile Lord, who was the original caufe 
of all Anna's misfortunes ; and in a fit of 
grief and difappointment, he inquired out 
that nobleman, and at the expence of fire 
Shillings to his porter, got admittance to 
the deferted lover," whofe unfortunate paf<- 
fion had every prc^ooftic of coffii^ him 
Tery dear. 



CHAP; 



-Google 



ANNA. 399 



CHAP. LXVII. 



The IntruJIen. 

J^O R D Sutton was at this timo very 
much indifpofed} but too fond of the world, 
and too little ac cafe with himfelf, to bear 
the confinement of a fick room. Villars, 
with a careful ferene countenance, was 
{landing the brunt of his Ill-nature and bru- 
tality; the had been making fome (ea, which 
he faid was too ftiong, and protefted he was 
the worft ufed man on the face of God's 
earth; that, however, it was his own fault, 
for trulting any thing to lu£:h an abfolute 
ideot. 

. A man in fliabby regimentals, who had 
the honour of being Jed Captain to this au- 
guft perfonage, was appealed to, and agreed 
that it certainly was a pity Mrs. Villars was 
HOE mote attentive i to be fure the tea was ' 
too 
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too ftrongy though fotne people (winking 
at her) liked it fo: Now his wife made the 
beft tea ia the world, would Mfs. Villars • 
but lefirn of her. In this kind offer, and 
^rhat was faithcr meant to follow, he was 
interrupted by a fuchlen and involuntary 
flait of his Lordfhip. In a voice of terror 

, he perfeflly fcreamed out, " And who are 
" you ?'* to Wilkinfon, who way announced 
by the fcrvant, as a gentleman that hadpar- 
ttcular bultnefs with'-hmi. Lord Sotton^ 
unufual falbtatton, trembRag fbnn, and agi» 
tated countenance, frightened the whole 

■group. 

Wilkinfoo's natural courage equalled that 
of moft yoong men j but be nevertheleft 
felt himfelf ihocked, m an unaccountable 

'manner, at what he- thought was the appre- 
henfions of -guilt, forgetting that as yet -his 
Ix>rd{hipwa3 unacquainted with his errand. 
Thefliaking of his limbs, the ghaftfy ftare, 

"the quivering of his lipi, turned white as 
alhes, ftill continuing, as he inceffantly de- 

'snanded who the intruder was, whence be 

'came froirii and what he wanted, ftill more' 
difconcerted 
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difcoDcerted him. Villars and tbe Captain 
* concluded fome dreadful frenzy had feized 
him, they begged Wilkinfon to withdraw; 
which he would not conftiic to, but on con- 
dition of readmiffion if he prcfently reco- 
Tcred. As he was retiring, he was ftopped 
by Lord Sutton, who, fomcwhat more com- 
pofed, bidhimftayi but was again ftruck 
_ "with terror at his beginning to fpeak, inter- 
rupting him at hewai going to open hi^bu- 
finefs. 

*• Phantom of horror," feid the trembling 
culprit, ** do thefe pangs, which now Aiake 
*' my frame, announce thy errand ? Thou 
"living image of a murdered angel, art 
"thou come to vifit in vengeance the de- 
" ftroyer of thy mother ? Is then the day 
"of retrtbotion already come ? Why did 
*' you let him in?" continued he, fiercely 
turning to the Captain and Villars. " Whb, 
'" my good Lord?" anfwered he; " ihTt 
" gentleman fays he is a perfonal firanger 
*' to your Lordfliip ; be waits upon you oS 
** bufinefs."- 

/* Let him be Iw-ief then, an^d never let 

« me fee him more." The Captain would 

(hen 
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then have retired, but was btd not to fiirj. 
and even the prefence of Villars was conG- 
dered as a protection. Wilkinibn was then 
called upon for his bufiners, which be was 
now loath to enter on, as the difturbed mind 
of the Peer rendered his reproaches an aft 
of unneceilary punilhmeat and mortifiqition 
to t poor wretch, whofe fenfe of guile was 
fo very acute i but on his being ftill urged 
to fpeak, the particular foftnefs and tone of 
his voice again itruck Lord Sutton into a 
panic i fcalding Grangers rolled down his 
haggard cheeks. As well as the extraor- 
dinary fcene would let him-, Wilkinfon en- 
tered on his buOnefs, and producing his 
Lordfhip's card to Lady Edwin, den^anded 
on what grounds he had fo confirmed the 
teflimony of Mrs^ Frajan ? A reprieve to a 
criminal at execution could not have a 
more inftantaneous efie£t than this qucf- 
tioni he threw himfelf back in his chair, 
as if taking breach. " Is this then allV 
cried he. — " Jll, my Lord!" anfwered 
Wilkinfon. " Is the ruin of the charafter 
" of an innocent young perfon, and depriv- 
ing 
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" ing her of the few friends her modeft me- 
" rit had attrafted, then fuch a trifle ; or 
'.* da yotf imagine your fubfequent offer of 
** marriage could compenfate for, fuch an 
" outrage to her innocence, fuch a difgrace 
*' to .your oWn honour. I.muft, my Lord, 
"m'fift on knowing what were your rca- 
"• Tons for the fufpicions this unmanly card 
" confirms. I am the difintercfted friend 
*' of Mifs Manfd ; and depend on it, I 
" will follow you to the verge of the earth, 
** till her guilt is proved, or till her caluwr. 
" niators fliall manifeft her inn'bcence." 
•* You belong to thejEdwins, I prefume ?" 
— *' I do not, niyLord; I havenotthehap- 
** pinefs of belonging to any body : urged 
*' bjr inclination, and bound only by ho- 
*' nour, I avow rayfelf the proteflior of 
"Mifs Manfel's charafterj her perfon, 
*' wherever it is, as far as depends on her- 
** felf, is, I know, incorruptible." 

'• If, young man, you credit my offiir of 

** nonage to her, you may be fure I Jhall 

"begladtofind it fo: I adore her; and am 

f not more folicitous to obtaio her, from 

paflion> 
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" paflk>n> than -from the wi{h to make an 
« honourable amends for the injury I was 
*' innocently led to do her.'* 

" Innocently l" repeated Wlkinfon, in- 
dignantly : — " Yes, Sir, innocently," 
anfwered his Lordlhip. — " Mrs, Melmotti 
** perhaps might be, and I believe was, im- 
** pofed on by the wicked French woman, 
** who I am clear was herfelf the thief ■, and 
•* if you really are the friend of Mifs Man- 
*' fel, you will evince it more by uniting ' 
*' your endeavours with mine, to difcovcr, 
*< the place of her retreat, and, if fhe be 
" y«t virtuous, perfuading her to become 
" Lady Sutton, thaa in vainly raiting at 
" me." — 

Wilkinfon' coloured :■:—"/ perfuade her 
«* to become Lady Sutton ! / would die 
" firft : — No, deareft Anna, if I muft lofe 
•' thee; ifthe faithful heart, where-thy image 
" is ever prefent, muft refign thee, may it 
** be to one, blooming and lovely as thy- 
<* felf, whofc honour andwhofe worth ftiall 
" inliire thy happinefsj" — ««o/," look- 
ing fcornfuUy at him, " to a man, whofe 
« vices 
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*<Tlces^renderliitp contemptible, and whofe ^ 
** hoary head is, by his own voluntary 
** a<aioDs,. covered" with fliame inftead of 
■* 'lonour." — 

" This," replied Lord Sutton, " h a . 
" language I would not bear, was it not in 
*' my own boufc :"— ** Your age and io- 
*■ firmitics," returned the young man, ** wiii 
•* be your proteiftion in any other place as 
*' well as this j bu: depend on it, no place . 
*' Ihall prore<5l you from the fliame and 
** contempt you deferve, or (kreen you 
*' from the voice of truth, when and 
"wherever I meet you." — So faying, he 
flung out of the room, throwing his card 
on the table. 

The eyes of Lord Sutton followcdhim.— 
When quite out of fight, with a deep figh, 
he exan^ined the card; and, after fomc 
time, broke iilence, with a&ing the Cap^ 
tain what he thought of him ? 

It was proper sow, .that there was no dan- - 

gcr, for the valiant toad-eaterto be in a rage 

at the infulcs offered his patron ; he begged 

the addrefs, that he might have the honour 

of 



sifi ANN A. 

of chftftizing him. — ** Teu !" — anfweied 
Lord Sutton^ w'uh a figni6cant cmpha& 
that Hagnated the poor Captain ; not Co 
much on account of the inQnuation ic cer- 
tainly implied, of his waot of prowefs, as 
from the uncertainty it left him in, "of the 
fentiments it behoved him to exprefs of a 
matter that'hadoccaQoned fuch uncommon 
agitations in his principal. — A filence en- 
fued for fome moments, when his lordfliip 
thought proper to leave the room, and re- 
tire to hii library. — Mrs. Villars, relieved 
from her morning's attendance, was foUow- 
'ing him, but the ■Captain flopped her, to 
beg Ihe would favour bim with her opinion 
of the late trzofaAion ; In return for which, 
he promifed his wife Ihould teach her to 
' make teaj which, as flic, he prefumed, was 
a woman of charaftar, and Villars was not, 
he chofe to infinuate, would be a great coit- 
defcenGon ; but that foolifli woman excufed 
herlelf, with her ufual indifference to the 
Dbjefts around her } not having formed any 
opinion, flie could give none ; and hinted 
her fears, in rather a feverer manner than 
ihe 



A- N. It- a;., . iiy 

llie was acGuftomed to, " that not having 
" had his lady's practice, fhe (hould be 
" little better for her ioftruftions. " flie 
then left the ppof body fpitefuUyt— Hurt 

at her words and manner, refpci^ing his 
fpoufc, and in a doleful dilemma how to 
conduA himfelf in the f^e of Wilkinfon, 
whofe addrefs Lord Sutton hqd taken with 
him, he returned home, without an invki^ 
tion to dinner ; where^ ndtwithflandtng' his 
profound refpeft for her^ he thdught proper 
to quatrel wfih, and beat this Ver y bcft ol 
ftil pofiible wives, becaufij 'Ihe^ had no* 
the art of procuring proVifiirt; without 
moni!)'^ ■ :.,;-;, . t 

■- Mr. Wilkinfon actfended M»s. Merbtrt 
to Ll^ndor^.accoitipanied bj* Mrl'Manf^l V 
they aU left London - full of rfc^et And 
anxiety, for the fate <^ a jotauig creature, 
who was the objeA of their mutual t^nti 
andefleem. .,;..• 
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W £ left Asna happier thur {be bad 
Una fince the Oafs of Mn. Maofel « her 
•mpkiferi v^e charmed with ho- cxecu- 
IBOQ i Md v^ wa« alwaft fetched and 
carried bjr H«oi»h Clarke, who was a very 
ordinary tittle woman of thirty; fbe tu 
feoittd more civility &em Mrs. Definoulins, 
Ihu it mn poffible fo fine a figure aa 
AtKi^»«PUld have beea entitled to. 

The winter wai now approaching, and 
V. Mr. £dwia. neither by hirardf or fer- 
vants, had given her any interruption while 
Mr. Manfel was in town, for fear (which 
was rearly the cafe) they might place a ipj 
on his aftioos, Ak began to conceive bctfitf 
^framooyfimJiEriiirulti ibe had ao* 
agKn 
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i^n lbea» to ba fivprif^ the pcsfon wl» 
brooghc her the t^ler ftom Mr. MsdH i 
but tioocItKling he had fergoc to e^i wrote 
to that frioid her'^uiks for tus feafouUe 
ruppljr { and ^nng i brief accouot Of alt 
Ui3C had happened to her. Slw made two 
ticriidajra to 60 this ia, and was juft fitting . 
down to her framej when Mrs. DefmoHHns 
catered her apartiTKnt, followed by^ her 
maid with a large bundte j her bofinefi 
was» in the firft place, to latisfy hcrfelf of 
the filace of our herouK'a n:fidance4 and. 
in the next, to give her the train <tf a fuit g( 
dothcfl to finifh — The co« jtom alrcat^ 
done; it was jnteiuled for a pteftntfrom 
a young lady of quality to her fifler, a 
new-married . Duchelc. '-• She very much 
wiflted to lave it .<ttade up by the nciet 
birth dayj but was lakim wuh a iK of 
wearioe&y and wonld do no txiore to it hcr-> 
felfj though ita being finilhed by another 
^aod was to he kept a profound fecrec -» 
It wai ekglBtly fancied, and vari^ted 
io the flooft bMutiful cafte, with cmbroi- 
Lft dcry; 
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d«i7, foil, fpahgles> and crape} tndan am- 
ple price was to be paid if done well — 
Anna readily undertook, and inftantly fet 
about a job, from which fhe ezpefted as 
much credit as profit— Shie had proceeded 
rapidly in her taflc, which had more ufte 
than labour in it; when having fent for a 
frelfa fupply of one flude of filk, Ihe acci- 
dentally caft her eye on the paper in 
vhich it was wrapped — it was part of a 
magazine, and contained the deaths of the 
month. The firft in the lift was the name 
of Charles Herbert. Efq. ofLlandore Caftle. 
It occurred not to her, that the father and 
fon were both of one Chriftian name — 
She waifealible only of the idea that young 
Herbert was dead — A thoufand circum- 
ftances now CMifiraied thofe dreadful fur- 
mifes — His ill hedth, which obliged him 
. to go out of town at the period of heir 
kamng Grofvenor iiiiuare — Mr. Edvrin's 
mourning— The total eztinAion t^her 
hopes, by his cndre giving her up, which, 
from not hevtag from him^ tfaou^ her 
abode was fo well known t» his family, Ihe 
con- 
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concluded to be the cafe, now all rofe to 
her imagination, and coDf[rired to dilVra£t ' 
her — ' again the fatal paper was examined 
— it was indeed Charles Herbert — a 
dreadful mift overfpread her eyes — ihe 
fui^ fen&lefs on the floor. 

Alaroied at the noife of her fall, Mrs^ 
Clarke flew to her apartment. The fight 
of her dear child, as flie fondly called her, 
bereft of fenfe und motion, had nearly 
thrown her into the fame condition ;. the 
t^oufe, the neighbours were alarmed — 
the apothecary fuminoned.' — He let her 
blood, and Hie foon returned to a fcnfc 
of forrow exceeding all Jhe bad ^et felt.- 

In the midft of her misfortunes, when^ 
every other hope forfook. her, flie had- in- 
dulged a- latent pleafure in that of being: 
dear to Herbert ;. in that hope, unknown 
to herfelf, exifted. one of being, by fome: 
' happy means or other,.oR<:e more blelt in his 
fociety. The laft interview hadJeft its traces- 
on her mind never to be erafed. When 
Iha wa» particularly fenfible of her mif- 
L 3 fortunes^. 
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Sonants, that was . ber oeTcr>failing rt- 
fource ; or whtn flie fuffered her oamraUf 
fioguine temper to look forwird to a poC> 
libilky of better days, ftill he was her firft 
obje& j but tbole flacteriog ideas n« longer 
fixKbed her imaginatibnr;' tbe relentlcla 
band of fate bad torn from ber beart tbc 
Itftj and only fond hope ; the creation was 
now a void; the world had nothing in it for 
her; the moft amiable, the oioft beloved 
youth was oa more — Ihe might now, 
without fear of injury to Mifs Edwin, 
without diead of difturhing the peace of bis . 
family, indulge iu a luxury of grief the re- 
trofpe£t of his virtues j (he could live over 
again each fcene that had bound her foul to 
bis — She yet faw and felt the benignant 
glance of his eyes — iheir foft langnifli- 
meats ftill melted on her thoughts. But, 
alas ! he was lod for ever, and for ever. —^ 
}d this diftraded fitoatioh tears and fighs 
were her only relief. Unable to bear the 
light, it was in vain Mrs. Clarke implored 
her to repofe her forrows in her faithful bo^ 
.(bm— ih* mourned the dear youth inwardly 
and 
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iiid inc^wtty — her left and iappctite both 
fbrfook her, and bad not another calamity 
awaited facr, which, by roafing her Taeul- 
ties, made ber grief change its t^jed, in alt 
prc^bility fte Would have fiiak under the 
fecrct agonies of ber mind. 

Bates, who knew the wifhea of hit maf- 
ter, called dten oa Mrs. CUHte's dau^- 
ter, and prtteidiiig love to tbac foohih ivo- 
man, had ^refs and ttfpdk thete unknown 
copier mother. A few days after this iifflte» 
ting ctorumftance to Anna,, Mrs^ Clark* 
was ftat for to vtfit a fick brodier at Chat» 
bam r it was with great relu^mct Ibe k& 
her in fuch a ftite of mind and JC>ody-( 
but as (he expefled Same trifles at hi* 
death* our heroine iiKifted on her going. 

The 6rft day of her abfcnce, worn out 
by-grief and wanr of reft, Anna threw her- 
felf on the bed, and unfortunately for a 
few minutes forgot her caret. In thu in^ 
terval Bates called — Hann^ was is the 
kitchen under the {hop : not meeting with 
uy one below, a fudden impulie of curio- 
fitycwriedhun upftaii). The door of her 
!• 4, »P»rt- 
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ipai^tmentbdiig'open, the bemty of the 
work induced i)im» treading vfiiy light; 
and fceiiig cbe rooin emptyt c6 take » ; 
neater view of> if. 

In that evil monieht> her ill fate put it 
in his bead, as he had often heard his maf- 
t'er curfe.the embroidery, as the means of 
her being enabled to Ibppoit herfelf inde- 
pendent <rf'1)itn, if Ihe was deprived of 
that refoutce/Mr. Edwin mull yet fucceed, 

, he filently stripped the train out of the 
framb, and the_ coat hanging on -the 
chairs for her giiidet bundled the whole 
up, and got off unheard and undi&o- 
rtred. 

Anna's forfow was too poignant to fufTer 
her long to reft — The little bed room ad • 
^ined to that in which her wotk ftood, 

- But who can exprefs her feelings, at the 
fight of her frame ftripped, and the coat 
gone?— She ran down flairs almoft frantic. 
Hannah was by that time in the (hop -^ 
Search was made — the neighbourhood 
alarmed — A little girl who came for a 
fkaine of thread faid Ihe qiet a man comipg 
out 
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out of tbe Ihop with a bundle -* Aima, 
half diftnded, knew not yet the conle- 
quence of this misfortuae. She got Haonah 
bo go toMr. DermouHns'— He and hUwife 
were outrageous — thoy were ruined — they, 
ftiould lofc' their beft cuflomers and friends 
— nooioney^ could compenfare for the lofs 
— but if it could, they had taken no fecu- 
rltiesi Mrs. Defmoulins blamed her huf- 
band i he eurfed, for tbe firft time, his own 
fblly; and both vowed revei^e on our ilU ■ 
fated heroine. 

On undertaking the work, fhe had men- 
tioned her having done Lady Edwin's fuit 
which was fo much admired — Away flew 
Mrs. Defmoulins to Sir William Edwin's 
to make inquiries — -The fcrvants there 
told her, the pcrfon who worked that fiiit 
>ior thttir Lady,, was faid not to be honeft;- 
and was, , moreover, now in keepings — 
Inflamed by this news», fhe rcrorned to her 
bulband: fhe thought what his ridiculous 
obftinacy would come to — he would em- ■ 
ploy the flut — but (he knew his motives,. 
and tbe world Ihould kno%v them too — 
L5 She 
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She weuld go to Lady Harriot •—•fbe 
would throw herfelf u the ftct of the 
Ouchefs— She would diTclolic cbofe uiju- 
iks flie htd hitherto borne in nieeknefr 
9ad filcDOc — Oh! if her dear Timothf 
was but alive to fee this day— te fee dw 
bufinefs he, poor dear creature, took fuch 
puns CO Mabli&, thrown away on ftrwn- 
pets! But .it did not fignify— &e what 
the DucheTs would tty. The poor French- 
man, unable to fiop the torrent. of, her re- 
proaches, and confciousvof her having op- 
pofedhis employing our heroine, was filled 
with coofufton and-difinay. The diibbliging 
of the young DucheTs, whoie beauty >wt» 
not more the obje<fl o^ general admiration, 
than herfweetnefs erdgoodnefs was that of 
xtfptA and efteem, and whofe favour was 
as much the fource of profit to the tradef- 
nen Aie patronized as her difplcafure was 
the reverfe } befides for ever ofiTending Lady 
Harriot, who chole to have the whole cre- 
dit of the work. TTie fuperior penetratioa 
of his v'lfe, DOW fo evident to this unlucky 
went, 
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crent, admitted not of difpute ; he there- 
fore had neicher power nor inclinatioo to 
oppofe her metfures : ^, fhr ictGfted on 
taking out a warrant againfl; the hufli^, to 
nhkh he readily confented— it was, how- 
ever, too late in the evening to take a ftep 
of that nature, and the innocent Anns- 
was furred to pais that night unknqH-r 
ing d the dfeadfut lite which awfaited' 
her* . 
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CHAP. LXIX. 



'. The Trio of Ma^Jiratts. 

TH^^ Ipft 0/ *''fi embroiniery affliaed 
our heroine moll lenGbly, as (he doubted 
not but the means of he TubiifUrice would 
be uken from her i but that was an ob- 
jeft of far lefs concern to her now than it 
would have been a few days ago. tfer- 
bert was gone! How gladly would Aie 
now relign a life, which had been a con- 
flant fcene of forrow and difappointmenr, 
to be united to' him for ever! Id reflec- 
tions on the uncommon cruelty of her fate 
— in defpair of one day's peace — joylels 
in ^he prefenr. and hopelefs in the future, 
her heart iickened^ and the extreme de- 
jcAion of her fpirits, which could not eva- 
porate in tears, brought on a flow fever, 
-which preyed on her all night, but inter- 
mitted 
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mitted towards morning, wtien fhe fvtl 
into a dozcj from which flie was awoke 
by the cries of Hannah at her chamb«r 
door — Altnoft fainting with wtaknefs anc) 
grief, flie made an eflnrt to drels herlelf, 
and opened the door, when to her unfpeik- 
able terror, two men entered, who told her 
they had gotawarranlagainfther; ignorant 
ef their meanirrg, as well as intent, fhe 
begged to kjiow what theymeant : .when ia 
biirft the inexorable Mrtf. Defmoolinst bid- 
ding her inftantly go with them i the mean- 
ii^ was, to punifh fuch demure flues as her ; 
wuJ, £nce Hie could not produce ber work; 
file fliould beemployed in Bridewell, where 
thieving could anfiver no end. 
• AnRa'&outcriesbroughctheneigbbours in, 
when the volability of the tradefwonnan, 
oppofed' to the- death-like filence of poor 
Anna, tmtnediat^ly fettled the Aiatter : — 
** no wonderthc gentlewoman was in fuch 
<^ a paffion ; It was a (ad thing for people to' 
V lofe-their bread by fuch creatures j it was 
*.* plain enough Qie was guilty { that might 
*.* he feeninhi^ looks/' •*• One Of the con- 
; ■ ' . ftables- 
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liable^ hewBrery ia caai^affloii to W TOiidi 
Md f^. begged Mr»< IMmoirii&4 wodU 
witttdrftw* ud let bim try to bi'iog ]»r i» 
posfcffiofl t at thit Aooa ftancd : ** I ksov 
** aotwhatyottipcavorwhylam t&usiark 
f* rounded I. if it is onaccoantoftbewttk 
<* 1 have loSct ^ padficd^ madam, I ban 
** one fnend, wlia can aad vtll fatisfy you. 
**l9Si" coBttaued flie, '*-ntf ill able 
^ t» fitpport myfi^ under fudi treabnent ;. 
^ but be adored 70U wilt be paid yont 
■* demand r I beg I may be l8ft;aioa(."^ 

** Yc9t yea, mi(br&,, you will: ban 
"thneoBovighta'ba aliooie," retorted tbe 
wonao^ " You muft now be fatiaficd ac 
"going into camf»af.T-~- " Gome, Sir, ^. 
"your office."'-* The men feiztdher.— - 
Stip|Hng fron thetr hand on Iier kaees,^ hcrt 
face bathed in 'tearSi aad every token o£ de- 
fpair. i»her covatcnanoe, fliei.begg);d tft 
fenotp what vas t» be> done:wii^'ber;.xnd: 
vh«fe &e-was'tog0y. bsc nft anfwer^vas' 
wuch&fed'tobcr bcairi-breaktng.iniceaties j;. 
(lot was eanif d ^w» and put into a coach, 
to be Ultito b«fi»&tf)fr£ttlt« magnates; 
i ' Hannah, . 
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Hannah, toctci^ vp herdaon, foHinnd 
veepingt and wringing tier IiukIs,. accon^ 
panled bf die oeighbows^ from dAbrcnt 
wetircs, Co the ^ct wtwM dw fbtatioft 
was hold I i^wcre thare v (eon a» tM 
coach ; Rttd Anna via lifted Qvty bong 
silterljFUBableKtftandyand carried beioFetke 
bench, wiAA confifted ^tbree m^^iftratcs. 
One was a fliort thick man, with vcrf 
^tefut blue ^es j. fo gou^, as to be fearcelf 
able to \v»yk from the door to his chair : 
be had, fi^om a vety mean original, wormed 
kimfeHinto credit, and, eitsr carrying on * 
great Aew of tradefora very fewyears> com- 
menced bankrupt, paid the cncmnous com* 
pofitron of two and fix pence in the pmmd ; 
and having got his eenifkatei by hb indefa- 
tigable fervices, at a general ele&ion, to the 
fuceefsful candidate, was put into com- 
miifion cf die peace, in which, widi fome' 
private rcfourees, he contrived to pick up 
the means of a genteel living : He was an 
inflexit>l« advocate fer juftice, a cooftant 
friend CO the foitan8te> and an inreceiate' 
■-■-■■ taciay 
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toenj'td alWi^;ues wh were pot, Hil 
mme was Atwood. 

Next hifii iiS. a tall, luftjr, fair man, pom- 
poqa in his qcymntr, florid in bis fpeecfiy 
aad i^.prodigiQtH admirer e£ hi; pwn fenfe 
tnd chgpity. When I- fry he . w^s a,con- 
tr^a^or; I need oot add he was ifich. H» 
i^aa at this periodrfatnoui forbis oppofitioa 
to (bat; government under which he had got 
a f(»'tune> and a public vllliiicr of tbtf 
prince who had honoured him with a tide ;. 
he was fond of making fpeechei;- affcdled 
fo tender a.heart, that he has been Icoown. 
to fhcd tears.a[ a. (eOloDSj^ with.his fpread. 
bands on his heart, inbehalf of a petition. 
fjom-acommifllonerof the turnpikes and 
bigh-roads> wbile bis calloas heart tetretted- 
ffom the. woes of his own btood, and turned. 
4 deaf ear to - the pleas of the diftrefl^d of 
all denominations } . a; vociferous aflertor of. 
public jvi'&icei ^nd aprivate vialator of everjr, 
l^uniane ttp :. fo humble, that he would tell, 
jou how deftitue of friends, moaejr, or re- 
commendation, hefirft^ntered cfitbe theatre. 
of life.; and fo proud, that no fociety was 
anjr 
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any longer tolerable to bim, than it was 
^filled with wonder at his riches and gran- 
-dcur> and bowed the -knee of adulation to 
bis prodigious abilities. This magiftrate was 
called Sir Richard Peacock. — On his right 
hand, fat a fat dark man, with a kind of* a 
black and blue complef^ion} who, though 
here in all the pomp ■of magiftracy, fcowled 
his gray grifty brows rounij the hall with an 
slTunned fuliennefs and pride; at home, in 
his own {hop, would weigh an halfpenny- 
worth of plumbs to a beggar's nephew, duft 
the gold fugar loaf over his door, fweep the 
fr6nt of his hoafc, or any other odd matter 
that required doing. 

He was rich enough to fatisfy a mifer, 
and faving enough to pleafe one : his canvas 
apron anfwered two purpofes j it preferved 
his black t^uffbreeches, and it faved a pocket 
handkerchief; that, and a nightcap ortce 
white, were thcenfigns by which this ma- 
giftrate was known in the place where he 
lived i but under thofe very unfavourable 
appearances, he carried a tender, and even 
a generous 
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a generws heart, at times when he conde- 
scended to put c^ the tmponuice of hi» 
charader ; and when he dtipenfed with tfa* 
dear idea of monej -getting, the milk of hu 
man kiodnefs wanned bis heart ; and than 
purfe he had taken fuch pains to fill, wa) 
liberally opened to the calls of friendibip 
and humsnitjr ; aod diis, to dohinjufticei 
vas >ot f^doqi. 
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C HA P. LXX. 



^bt Frieud in Need. 

W HEN Anna was brought thtx)ugh » 
mob of runners^ conftables> difputantSy 
ind pickpockets, before tbofe auguft per- 
fonages, finking with apprebenGons, and 
overcome with fear, flu: ventured to rai& 
her eyes to the awful tribunal before 
whom fhe' was to be examined. 

From the prejudices of firft appearances, 
the gray locks of Atwood gave her hopes* 
which the nuld-lookiog Sir Richard con- 
firmed i but from the bent brow of Mr, 
Sago her foul (hrunk. 

Mrs. Defmbulins. though upwards of fifty, 
drefledin pink and the height of the modc^ 
was honoured with a feat within the bar» 
while the poor culprit, in whofe countc- 
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nance modcfty and delicacjr were ftronglj' 
delineated, and whole pallid cheeks car- 
ried evidence of weaknefc and Ul bcalih, 
fupported berfelf by leaning on the bart 
Hannah not being able to fqueefe up to 
her, (urrounded by men whofe appearances 
flruck her with terror. 

Mr. Defmpulins Itkewife foon made his 
appearance ; when refpeft to their drejs in- 
duced the worthy iti^iRrates td gire tfaeih 
^n inftant bearing. 

. Mr. Defmoulios, in a moft polite fiyk, 
told them> he was in defpur at rhe .trouble 
he was obliged to give them ; that the per- 
fbn who had the . honour of ^ppearieg at 
their bar^ was one in whom he bad placed 
great confidence ; that he had the morti- 
fication to find himfelf deceived in her; and 
it was with great regret and repugnance be 
did himfeif the hoiiour of charging her 
with a defraud. , 

^ **. Who ai;e you. Sir, .what is your name, 
"and where do you. rcfide?" demanded 
juAice Atwood. 

With 
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With an important bow he w^ going to 
Anfwcr, when Mrs. Defmoulias inierruptcd 
him. 

** Lord, Louis, what fignifies your gt^ng 
'* fuch a roundabout tale to their honoors ; 
*' pleaie you, my Lord, I keep the Itar and 
" garter embroidery u-arehoufe in Pal^ 
** Mall i we work' for all the people of 
*' fafhton ; and this girl being no better 
" than file ihould be, came to us for em-, 
** employ." 

« What," interrupted Atwood, " (he is 
*' a-a, — you underftand me." 

«' Yes, indeed Sir, flie is no better than a 
** kept woman f and we, out of compaf^ 
" lion, employed her; for, God be praifed, 
' ** we want not for hands or buiinefs, or, 
** indeed, what we might live on without 
" it." 

** Bring a chair for this here Jady, and 
** that there gcmlemani" faid the civil 
juftice. "Now, Madam, we can-hear* 
'* When you can Jpcak, mth mtne cafe to 
"yoorfclf." 

« WeU 
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" Well, plcifc your Wot&ip, A lady of 
'"the foft-quAlity, we work for few others 
** fent us i job, and my foolUK hu0>and 
** would make rfie pre ither, together with 
** the coat Bnifhcd by way of pattern ; and 
** now, when It fhoold ifc dtmc, flic has 
<* made away with it." 

*' Well, young woman,*' faid Sir Rich- 
ard, " you hear the enormity of the crime 
** of which you are charged— you have, it 
, " feems, been guil-ty of a two-fold of-fcnce, 
*' you have be-tray-ed the con-fi-dence 
" pla-ced in you by theft wor-thy peo-pte, 
•* and you hvre dc-fraud-ed thera of thrir 
« pra-^wr-ty. I pro-fefs my hea:rt bleed*, 
" it drops, I fay> blood, to fee fuch wick- 
'** ed-nels in fi> young « oea-tufe. What 
■* k yoBr aame?"— -a paufo— ** why do 
•* not fpeak ? what is your name ? 

** Why dwi't you anfwcr his ww/hip?" 
ftiA the cooftable who had brought her 
thwe." ' 

It was impoffible— ^e Bg^ity of her foul 

was- too ftrong for utterance ^'Tpeecb ifi^ 

•'•nicd her j — and -an obftioate iilenct 

J being 
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beiagin(|{mKd.tolierin eonteiupt of jafticc* 
oaths were prtpared to be adminittcfEd to 
the proTcctftors, .and Anat ordered ta be 
committed, when Mr. Sago approached 
b^, locking uicder his bene brotr, filled hct 
with frefh tertort her ejFes were involunta-' 
dly av«'Eed> aod her head torned from 
him. 

Viewing Jiereirneftly, "Can nobody be 
•* found?" laid he, in a foftened voice, 
" have you nobody, child, who wUl be bc^ 
** for you? for gentlemen/' turning to hit 
brethren, *< according to the fiory of the 
" profecutor, and we have not heard the 
" poor girl, this at the worft Gm be but a 
*' breach of truft t have you nothing to 
* £iy for yourielf, chUd i" fatd he aiming 
tepderly to her. 

Speechj with a violeat gulh of £orrow, 
was now lent her t •— with her fprcad 
hands on her fao^ while the teuv (hopped 
through her fingers, ** Oh, Sir 1" exdumed 
ffae, " may the UelHngs of the inbken 
** hearted attend you— indeed I atn wrong-' 
f edi I would have pud the vahae of the 
.■ <««ork- 
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** work which wis .^tAai from ny apart- 
«raent." 
*' Have you any one to fpeak to your 
" charaaer ?" . 

" Charafter," repeated Mrs. Defmoulins, 
•• fljc robbed the .lady where (he lived laft, 
" and has fincc been upon thc.town— cha- 
'* ra^er indeed !" 

" Is this true, xhild ?" faid Sago. 

" Good God, Sir, no.! for heaven's fake 
" what lady do you allude to r or, what* 
*' do you mean by the town ?" 
' ** I mean Lad^ Edwin, who knows you 
« to be a thief. 

** Take care, Mitdam, faid Aiina," fome 
KDiains of her pride, uniting with con- 
feious innocence, " wretched and iriend- 
'*' lefs as' I now appear, there are in the 
" world, (burfling into a frelh flood of 
** tears) thofe, that will fupport my inno- 
" cencc, and vindicate my charafter. Lady 
** Edwia herfetf would jx one of the firft 
*,* to join ill the.puniihmletit of fuch a cr^Kl 
." calumny." 

" Come, come, womaD," fternly faid Sir 

''chartf, ** you are charg-ed on the oath of 
«Mrr. 
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** Mrr. and Mm. Definou-Ims, botfi peo- 
« |rfe of un-doubt-ed cre-dit, with a do- 
"frauds and if you have not good ftii4 
" fuf-fi-d-erit bail, to pri-fon you muft go: 
« 119 timif and that of my bre-thren oa 
." the bcDch, is too pre-ci-ous to wtftew^ 
/* your e-qui-vo-ca-ti-ons. I am, my»fdf, 
«* oblt-ged, (looking round hint ynth digp» 
" mty) to at-tend the na-ti-o-iial af-faiBl 
*« of the mdm. What fay you, Mrr. Bt*-^ 
" yout StTy the keeper of the prifon ?" 

Anna looked up; )ier pride again forfqok 
faer, in tbe horror of afibciatjng with the 
wretches Ihe beheld, of being dr^;ged . 
away among the abandoned of both fexes ; 

flie was fcnfible only to terror i and throwr 

ing herfelf on her knees, {be addrelled 

Mrs. Defmoulins : 

, •* Have pity on my youth. Madam j con^ 

<* fider X am of your own fex ; for the . ho* 

" nour of humanity fpare me." 
« So I will, if you confefs j fo I will, 

■* if you tell me where the.woik may be reco- 

"vered; but not elfe.** 

, Vol. III. M The 
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- tUc hiiftMticIt « liule' mollified, would 
■aovf ha*« inierfeitd, but that ferred obl^ 
M oil on % fi«nc{ bis irife's paSicm increafinf, 
%fi]^ 'AtMa wu on the pmnc of being drag- 
ged Wity, thtiugh Mr. Sagb wilhod filU to 
fhe'fttTOtitiVls i but Mrs. DcftnouliitB iin- 
^orttiti^tdy tfkiog Mm if *■ he woflld tnake 
-** good her lof»f" ati end was pdt to tBft 
ll^r t when good fortune, in the fli^w of 
Mr.^Sentty, pulhcd in. His perfbn was, 
as well at bis great fortune, known <6 the 
w&riliipfol Bench J the bar was lifted- up-, 
but lnflead<^- availing himlHf of thatrho* 
nour he feiied bold of Anna, vnd h^ng 
ha in, th« tears rolling dowd his rencra^ 
We fade. 

*< Ten, ten chot^and pounds bail &r bn-; 
** will that do. Sir Richard? will riiat do-, 
*• Mr. Atwood }*' and ihafeing with bis va- 
cant hand the thumb of the grocer, ** will 
** that do ?* 

- The general furprizc of theie diftribufers 
of jufttcei and the people whowere prefent, 
foon gave way to the reipe£t dufc to a yCmng 

perfon 
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perfon under the avowed proteftioa of ib 
rich a man, 

** Did I not bid youj my amiable gitl, 
, « fcek a friend at the Abbey ?** faid Mr. 
Beqtly, as Gabn as his emotions would kt 
' him I " why did you not come to me ?" 

The agony and weaknefs of our heroine 
when her guardian angel entered, was coa- 
verted fo aftoniflimeori how, in themo- 
I'ment when ill hope was loft, when cm the 
very verge of defpair, could Ihe beliere flic - 
- was reaUy in the hands d( a friend, willing 
and able to prcfcrre her firom wrong* to 
, proeeA her from infult ! The fuddeii tranfi- 
,tion from forrow to joy was ttKritoich for 
' ber reduced fpirits. Way was now n;iade 
• for Hannah, every body pitied herdiftrclss 
-Mr. Atwood oSeredhis own chair, it be- 
ing an araied one, and Sjr Richard had a 
bottle of eau-de-luce at her iervice ; he bad 
, even a tear ready to fqueeze out at fight of 
fo lovely a creature's indifpo6tioo» Sago 
lamented fecredy the want of his cahvafs. 
apron J and Mrs. DefinautioSf to the afto- 
nifliBicot of her hulband, was filcnfc 
M2 ■ 
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As Aona revived, her gratitude, too 
firoDg for words, vented itfelf in a pleotifol 
. fhower of tears ; — chey were not the only 
ones fbed on the occaGon. Sic Richard* 
as I have fud before, had a veiy coaveni- 
cnt knack ac weeping where he was fure 
no advantage could be taken of the apfear- 
mace of humaaity \ fo that^ on the prcieot 
occafioD,^ be ereo fobbed. 

Bendy — but I muft here beg onfc woid 
with my reader on the Jubjeft of a weakneTs 
many people would bluOi at. I will acknow- 
ledge' a watry headj in fome cafes, to be 
the fign. of a weak heart ; it was in Sir 
Richard more, it was the mark of a wicked, 
hypocritical one: but hallowed, for ever 
hallowed be the fpontaneous and imrolun- 
tary drops excited by humanity, and en- 
forced by companion, which are often feen 
to flow from the Ibul of bravery itfelf, and 
grace the face of undaunted courage ; ytt^ 
the fame eyes from whence, in thefetrice of 
their country, or in the caufe of honour, 
courageous flaflies of facred fire have ftnick 
confufion into the hearts of their eoeniiea ; 
1 « 
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at thy flirine, ob, heaven-born fympathy, 
how have they been fuffufed ! 

Bently wept like a child. ' 

*' When you wanted a friend, Mifs Man- 
•* fel, why did you not come to me!" faid 
he. "Alas! poor girl, once acquainted 
*' with the villany of a Sutton, who ftiaJl 
" condemn thee for diftrufting all mankind ? 
** I have watched, followed, and tried thee; 
** my foul, like thy own, rent with forrow, 
*• and robbed of all its hopes, will receive a 
** gucft which had long forfook its habita- 
" tion. In railing thy modcft merit I will 
** be joyful-rrand in making that beauty, 
** innocence, and honourr which wai' de- 
** nied pity, enWaUe, 1 will feel happinds. 
<* For you, good woman, go home — I have 
'* reconciled the lofi of her gown to the 
** Duchefs i and if you find you are 00 
** longer honoured with the (anflion and 
** caftom of that family, attribute it » their 
f* native benevolence, which will new fuflfcr 
" them n befioff their favour on fanges. 
« Go I 
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Ho9t beautiful is goodnefs! bow awful tlie 
emanation of an upright mind I the words 
th^t were uttered by this honeft man flruck 
all prcfent wich refpeft : he was no magi- 
ftratc— but ihofe v/bo were^ ihrunk into no- 
thing with the fenfe of their owa littlenefa, 
interrupted not his decifion. 

Mrs. DefmouUris with a front equally 
devoid of gentknefsor modefty, felt abaOi- ' 
ed, and retired without atifwering the re- 
fpeftable monitor,; and her huflnnd, who 
found the natural tfomp kcency he had (ot 
his owB dear fweet fetf, increafed by riie con- 
fcioufnels^of themercy he bad wifhed tofhew, 
m»xhed after her, backward, bowing all 
the way. with a mixtitre of triumph and 
rafpeft m his eouounancci 

Sir Richard had now b^n an harrangue: 
** h givc5mc,"faldhe» "thegreit-eft plca- 
*' fure— It gives ine the fa*tis-fac-ti-on — 
" nay it gives me the grea^eft— a a a — 
" that is tb iky, I atn glad, very ghd, an' 
" af-^r fo black (koittiiig hts brow) in the 
** be-gin-ning, fliould hirn out fo white 
(fmiling) 
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*' (fmiring>intheend} Mdtbaltlierhafiidf 
« ibmeladyift the chair — " 
. •* Sir," imerrapted Beotly, " I b«gyctur^ 
*5 pardon ; I muft tbmk you anotbet- time 
•♦ for what you are plcafed to fay in hnm 
" of that lady, but ai preftnt (he is too 
•• much agitated to attend to it — we will 
*• therefore beg to be excufed." He was 
then going to lead her out, when a lai^e 
concoiirfe of people were feen advancing to 
the oiBce, and three gentlemen, whofe in- 
dependent circumftanccs and good fenfe 
kept them, though in the fame commUTion,. 
from often appearing at the Rotation in 
company with the trading jufHces, entered, 
followed by as great a number of people as 
could fqueeze in. It was bow impoITible 
for Anna, in her prefent weak ftate, to 
pafs. 

The civil Mr. Atwood therefore intreat- 
ed her u> retire into a little inner room 
behind where they fat, which offer Ihe 
gladly accepted. Bently was following— 
when among the new comers he beheld 
M 4 Palton> 
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Dtlton — lie did not mentioa thii circum- 
ftuice to Ansa; but as fton uiir wa^ 
faiUSed b ttfpeCk to her accommoda- 
tioQ, left her and Rtoned tt the juftice 
nmn. 
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Prvots eur H/reiiu had a Fa/her, 

A GENTEEL-looklng elderly man» 
very much fun burnt, by whofe fide ftopd a 
younger man of the fame defcnption, told 
a plain and movbg tale ; he faid his name 
vas Mordant 1 he was a native of South 
Wales i that he had when young an only 
lifter, the greateft beauty of the time, who 
capcivated; at tiie age of eighteen, the foil' 
and heir of a noble family in their neighJ 
bourhood ; but though a great and incum- 
bered eftate, with vaft pergonal riches, de- 
fcending from the feveral branches of their 
houfc, were all vefted in the father of this 
young manj. no intreaties wharever cnuld 
induce him to liften to the petition of his 
fon in behalf of his love, although pride 
far more than his dcGre of wealth oppofed 
Mi Jiis 
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his happinefs. As thrir houfe boaficd a 
long line of anccfiors, not one of whom 
had married out of the beft blood in the 
principality, and bis father was the fon of a 
tradefman who dealt in butter and oats, 
the produce of that country ; that finding 
the ybong gentleman was bent on marrying 
die objed of his affedion, the father had 
him feized, and with - unrelenting rigour 
confined him in a remote pare of his large 
manfion four years, having made a vow he 
ibould never lee the fun till the yoiHig 
woman was dead or married, or till he gave 
his honour to think on her no more % that 
his filler being in a deplcH^bk ftace of 
health, their father dead, and themfelves 
invited to an uncle in Jamaica, he had 
contrived, at her requeftj to fcale the out- 
fide of ' the caftle, . and delivered the young 
• man from his confinement, who (et.out 
immediately with them. He married hia 
fifter at the feaport from whence they failed, 
vo,ring never to return to his family dit 
they received his beloved wife with himi 
■nd fopn reached the place of their dcftinft- 
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tioa^ The hzppincfs of the new<imrricd 
pair increafing with their f«nil]r> the iaxC- 
band fkclared hts intention of renouncing 
his Gountiyi and all of his blood who 
would not adcnowledge his wife.— A Ihort 
tione after they arrived the uncle died^ 
ieaTing them joint heirs to hii trade ami 
fontiiK }' tfaejr entered into partocrlhip and 
fivediit t^ual harmony and happinefs, till 
a fatali epidemic fever carried off bodi 
tlk^ «Ives, and aH bis partner's etfitdrea 
but bnci tthe youBgeft, a female I tiiat a 
womciiPwho'^had nvrfed his fifter, and whO' 
hJLviagiRtqid^d:Usrabroad, had beennraok 
belondrt^.het, recovered of the feTCrvKtdft 
SHevm^ from her miftrels, but fell inco- 
■ 'decline' which, was pronounced to be- in«> 
curable'by .any t4ung but her native ^s. 
ftnd on thu, it being near the time ffopet 
to fend his little daughter, u is there cuf^ 
tomaryi to England for education, and 
unwilling the poor iav^id ihould go bf 
herlelf, he Ind taken that opportunky t» 
bring over his child ; and' as (i£ the «)d 
V9mm iBCOTcred) he woold wiHi: Jier to 
M 6 , continue 
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'cantiaDe in England (merely chat flie nti^t 
beneu-her) to leave hercoo&crablj fct* 
tied J for which purpofe, as be nwaot to 
return by the firft ihip, and cbofe to kvoid 
any poffible reocmitTe with tut fanuly, who 
ht more dun ever diflilced Jince the death 
of :hu wife, inftead of takii^ it finuci thdr 
correfpoadenti here, he brought monqr 
With him for the porpde of finking it into 
aa annuity for the life of the old ftrvant t 
that they arrived fafe in the Dowsi* whn 
jthe woman being extremely ill, and de&- 
rous of reaching London for adtice imine- 
diately, they had 1^ the Qap tbeie in 
iorder to |Koceed to town, leaving the 
firiticipal part of char b^gage on board % 
£nce which be had never been able to 
trice,- by any nKtns whatever; what bad 
beccnne of either his brothei^-ln-law, his . 
niece,, or the nurfe, the fliip having re* 
turned without their things being ever 
^ded, or the Captaii^ feong or heading 
any thing of them ^ that he continued to 
trade in their joint nunes till he had accu- 
nulaifed beyond his czpeftation j and hit 
' . • il:. . lureafiaeft 
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uneafinefs increaling inftead of decreafing, 
he had brought his fon over himfelf fix 
years ago to finUh his educuiooj folelf 
lor the purpofe of making inquiries sfcer 
his loft friend j that Ik contiaued in Eog- 
laad twelve moathi, and at length re- 
turned, having vainly inquired not onljr 
of his &mil7, the old Xx>rd being dead, 
but at every probable place, without 
being able to obtain the teaft intelligence 
cooceraiog himj that he had concluded 
Aey were murdered for the fake of the 
. money his partner carried with him y 
tad this flkocking funnife was confirm- 
ed about four months ago, in a manner 
the nnoft providential and extraordinary, 
- A bricklayer, who had long worked on 
his efiate, having emigrated to the Spa- 
nifh fettlementa with a mulatto llave/ 
hii wife petitioned him &r pieans to re- 
turn to her own country ; that he had paid 
her puQage home* and gave the houfe ho 
jefided in to an old fervant } in clearing 
away the litters, four bags, marked by that 
very ferranC loo Gs. which his brother 
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bid taken with him, were found and bravghc 
to him; that Ibocked-and furprized te< 
jond-meafare, he dirtSly went after the 
man, but found the fchooner be had failed 
in was loll j that, not doubting his wife 
inuft be acquainted with the cataftrophe, 
of which be had fucb ftrong apprehenfions, 
he then came to England in purfuit of her, 
whom he eafily traced i and on qoeftinning 
her about the bags, ihe readily acknow- 
ledged them } but faid her hufband had re- 
ctived the motiey from a clcrgytoan, who, 
after much difficulty, he likewife traced^ 
though he had great reafon to fuppofe ic a« 
erafion, and had fcnt a card to him to bj^ 
his attendance, and he was now prefent ; 
be iatreated they would ^ealiB to examine 
the woman firiAly, that if the blood of the 
vorthieft of men, and his innocent child, 
bad been fpilt, vengeance might be takta. . 
Siich a ftory, told with every appearance 
(tf truth and feeling, could not but havie a 
partifan ini the heart of every auditor j. ^hI 
die woman being put to the fame bar^ 
where an how before ear heroine ftood aa 
inItaDC& 
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kiftance of pfcnfeoiced innocence, one of the 
gentleoten tnagiflratcs exborced her to be 
careful not to vary from the trnth in her ex- 
aoiinscion, ascircam^nccsofatieinouina. 
ture, vthich bad already come out, would 
be aggravated and confirmed by her prera^ 
ricatioos: Site *ns tbeo fliewn the bags, 
and repeated ber fiory, adding,. the peribn's 
name, frdm whom her hufband received 
them, was Dalton :. he was on thta dtfired 
to walk forward. 

- From the inftaht the avaricious wretch 
dwthe bags, and heard What.fras going 
forward, he gave himfelf up fbr')oft{ but 
when he found, the man who had received 
them of him was-dead, and only the beaiiky 
evidence of his wife, he wiftdy concluded, 
his No, as ffxtd aa her Yes i he thnefore 
pofitively denied the whole matter : the 
woman perfifted in her ftory : be in denying 
k : — when another, to him unwdoome 
ftranger, made her way through the«rowd : 
this WIS Mrs. Clark, who arrived at her 
houfe about two hous after Anna was 
earned, IS we have related i from thence, 
hearing 
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hearing from the odgfabouriiood.irhat had 
happened, ihe &ew to the office ; and, 
puQiing throi^ll the mob, weeping and la- 
meating, the firfl pcrfioa who ftniQk hcf 
cjet was Dalton — concluding he tfas 
dKK OQ befaalf-of Anna. 

" OhI ihank God^" f«d Ak, *f you are 
** here^Where is thcdear child? hwiH hill 
** her-— She was all bnt dead when I left 
*' her ^Nothing clfe dould have brought 
** me home fo foon. 

" f^," anftfcred Dalton, not a littk 
confounded at the appearance of the only 
witnefs that could have been, brought 
in the world to confront him } " do' you 
"raver 

** Ravei" fittd flie, ^* you are enough to 
*' make one r^ve j why i» not Mifs Manfel 
« here ? 

Benttf, who now underfhMxI her to be 
the friend' of hts charge, beckoned her to 
him, and the examination went on — the 
woman begged bcfofe her commitment 
was (igiied, to be once more heard. 
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5he then i&ed the Do&or if, ferenteen 
years agpa he had not Uid out fome mone^r' 
on a chapel in Stepney Fields ? 

** That he did, poor man," faid Mrs. 
Clarko} *' every body knows that, and 
** how that vill^Dj White, ran away viiih 
f ' it i I am fure I pitied him from mf 
•• heart." 

A general conAifioo now for & moment 
«nfued — the merchant andjulticeswereuna- 
nunous in calling on Mrs. Clarke for ht- 
ther infonnation ; but no farther could il» 
glvci yet it was circumftanoal eridence; 
and Daltoa was told he muft be included 
in the commitmeot. 

Overpowered by guilt and fhame, the 
aarrow-fouted being flood &r fome mo- 
ments infufpen& — whenhis cunning, which 
generally was his very good friend, taught 
trim a new leffiin— he requefted the court 
might be ckaied, and then humbly prof- 
trating himfdf at the feet of the merchant 
he cmfefled the whole matter as «re have 
before related it( altedged that neither the 
child nor atmcf being claimed, he iru 
tempted 



tsi ANNA. 

Koipetd to Aake uie olF k» and h*rii^ been 
fa unfortunate as to be cheated b]r the 
rogue. White, he had never acfct)owledge4 
having had vacaey it was not in his power 
to repay. 

** But where is my child — where is ihe— 
** does Ihe exifl ? — Let us go to her," faid 
4he merchant, now more confounded than 
before. 

' Dalton was beginning an excufe, wheiV 
Bently ftepping forward, and iddrefling 
fctmfelf CO the ftringer, feid, he would 
£ive DaltoQ the trouble of ^ther relation, 
by iDformtng him, that fhe had for good 
caufes left his houfe, and after defrauding 
fcer of fourteen bundled poontfe, hehad 
flopped her clothes, oa the demand of oat 
hundred atM} fifty pounds more fix a few 
years board, which fum had been aftuatl)r 
xeceived from a young libertine by whotn- 
ffae was faid to be kept. 
• '* Oh! my poor girl," cried- tlie mer- 
chant,' IheddtBg tears — " but iftie will fee 
** her error — fhe will be one of the Jirit 
. ' « fori 
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** fortunes in the kiogdoni— bt may inarrjr 
« her." 

** No, ne, dut unnot be," faid Mr. 
Bently- 

" Why will yott fey fo, Kr?" re- 
tarned hr. , 

<*^ For a very good reafoa, he is married 
•* already/' 

*• Wretch," anfwcred the mwchant, 
turning to- Dalton, "what haft thoa to 
^* anfwcr for?" 

<* Ob, nothiag to fpe^ of," returaed ' 
Bently. <* for the troth is, flie never was 
*' kept by the faid libertine — tiiat was in- 
**-deed noriiing to Dalton, be fingered die 
"the money; butoanie. Sir, if I reftorc , 
**• your nicer, will yoa.ei^age never to rob ' 
*( me of my child )" So faying, he retired, 
to the room where Anna was,, folkwed by 
the two gentlemen, father and fiin, and 
Mrs. Ctarkiey. who infmediately raibracing. 
her, ,bHhented baog <nt of the way when 
fiich aa indigh'i^ had been ofiered hec. 

But nun-eintereftihg fccnes now engaged 
the attoKioa of our faenKoe — dte mer- 
chant 
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chaDt burft into tears the inibnt he iiw 
her — it was "his very fifter — there needed 
no witnels but hercouDteoance— 4ic Ihould 
have knowD her {tocci thoufanda. 

The young mao throwing himfeirat her 
fat in 1 tranfport, ezcl^med, ** it was 
•• then more than mere paflion, it was the 
■* blefled emanatiMi of blood that fo irre* 
*• iiftibly drew every faculty of ' my foul to 
*' my lovely coufin ; this. Sir, is the ami- 
** able creature I rcprcfented to you as my 
<* firft zxti Only love,' my eha^miog coufin» 
** will you not fpeak to your nCarefl. teW 
•* tioo, your Mordant ?** .' . 

Surprise at thofe falutationa was tem- 
|iered with a pleafug expeAation of thieir 
incamng : Anna's heui throbbed with ^ ' 
at the idet <^ finding at laft fomebody wbi> ' 
would own her. To hear faerfelf addreflcd 
as dear coufin, and as dearer niec^ by two 
fiich refpeftable cbartfters; to be carefi*ed 
a« the likenefs of an amiable mother, to 
feel herfelf intttled to ties hitherto un- 
known to her, but v^ich her heart bad 
. oftat panted after, wu fuch an excels of. 
pteafure 



ANNA. ft«t 

pleafure, that all the pad misfortuDn, evea 
the lols of Herbert, was forgot. 

Her uncle folded ber to his bofom, 
while his Ton, loath for a momeRt to give 
up his daim of tenderncfi, bathed her 
hands with drops of congenial lore and 
warm affeftton. Mrs. Clark was ootfoi^oC 
in the general joy ; «id Bently affected a 
dilcohtent at being thus robbed of her he 
had adopted, under which were viGble be- 
nevolcDC beams of the moft heartfdt l^f- 
fadion. 

Mr. Mwdant propofed to his niece to 
return to'Mrs. Clarke's till he could procure 
-lodgings fit to receive her. — This was op- 
pofed by Bently, who laid Mils Manfel 
was engaged to meet fome ladies at afrknd 
. (^ his ; Anna looked ftlrprifed,— Ihe knew 
not yet even the means, by which he had 
found her; and much lefs couM ihe guefs 
at the company he talked of; but he wai 
coo poGtivc to be ruled, and too happy to 
be reafonable'i and, therefore,, infilled on 
the whole group, crouding into his coach. 
One eventmorci however, was to crown the 
morning 
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moraii^s adventure t juft as tke7 were 
going out> jrout^ Edwin entered; he came 
in the utonoA hafte to relieve Anna fronri 
the misfortune in which his lervant's offi- 
cious zeal (br his wifhcs had involved her 
— ReaUy fliQclud at the ooofequencc o£m 
aA he had.appl»idfed, and-whicb, in hopes 
to have his ofiTcrs of fervice accepted, had 
carried him to her lodgings, he let out with 
equal hafle to prevent her being infulted 

- with a charge, of fo ignoounious a nature. 

As foon as Bendy faw him, wuh a very . 
farc^ical .fmile> he congratulated him on 
chuliqg to forfeit his recognizance rathcc 

- than appear at the borfe-whipping affair; 
and b^£;ed to have the honour of repaying 
him the hundred and fifty pounds he had 
fogeneroufly advanced for .Mt& ManfeVs 
clothes to DaltoQ. 

« Why, furely," faid the elder Mor- 
•^('dant, Mr. Edwin cannot be^i^perfon 
** who did it ? 

«* There, he is," (aid Bently, " if Iris 

^* infamous plans had fysceeded, which, 

« thank God, they did not, ihe istoo mudh 

2 "of 
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** of a WeUhmao to deny a hSt he would 
** cut your throat for charging him with." 

*• Really, Sir,", anfwered Edwin, " with 
" a fcornfiil frovni, Jrour language is uhin- 
** telligiblc to mc", 

" May be fo, may be fo," anfwered 
Bcntly, « it is plain EngliJh though^ " but 
•* I have no rime to throw away —come, 
*' Mad^rjit" taking Anna's hand from her 
uncle, "lead tl^c way to your-fW» car-^ 
"ringp.". 

Edwin,.. al) aftonifhed, called on young 
Mocd^t, who, with a very ill grace, fuf- 
fcrcd 4he happy party to' proceed without 
iiim, w^le he went into a tavern to r - 
count particulars, which in every pare cut 
liis auditor to the foul, and then followed 
his. father "by the dir^ions Bently gave 
him, to Mrs. Wellers' in Charter*houIc 
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■4» Om Mm*4 Perftverana, 

xT is now proper TO inform the reader of 
the happy accident which brought ibout 
this event with refpeA to Bently. I have 
txforefaid, fae«iacleaihi£t, andthereader 
will conclude} a fraiilels fcarch after Anna. 
He returned to the Abbey in the utcnoft 
dge^oQ of fpiHt at hit dtfippoiritment* 
when Mrs. WeUers fent for him to gire 
him what farther particulars fhe had beaid 
of our hcrtMne. What appeared to her-aa 
ioezplicabte myftety, was immcdiacely de- 
veloped by him, who knew well the fbvHder 
of her difgrace at Mclmoth Lodge, iier 
•ccpfer at Ladjr Edwin's, and her perfe- 
cutor at Layton, was one and the fame 
perfon. So rooted, indeed, was his con- 
tempt and haued for that Nobleman, that 
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ttD criitie ai^>earcd to him too black to ,he 
perpetrated by him -, and' Anna's refufat to 
become his m&t whUc it added to her 
eredi| in the epinion of Mrs. Wellers, en- 
deared her CO his feuL — ftc heard, with 
iAdignation,. th« fftrther reporu from the 
Paltoos of Edwin's paying their demand, 
9nd po0effing himfetf of her cloariu,— but 
rightly concluding, though he^ had before 
watched that young man in all his ma- 
DGCuvrei without fuccefs, that he muft 
now hare acquired fome knowledge of 
ker, he let off' for Lotuton ; and tuTing 
^^n fct his fpy to work, learnt (although; 
It being while Wilkinfon was ia town, tlie 
mafter did not fee her he was in fearch of) 
that his favourite man took very frequent 
journeys into the city,, it one day entered ht9 
head rowatchhim^andhavinglodgedhim at 
CUrke's, went tothe opp<^te fide to a fnuff' 
ihop, in order to 6nd out what people kept 
the houie ; the aafwer he received t^ing 
only, chat it wat^an old woman and her 
daughter, and the maa/who had juft en- 
tered was fvreetheart to the latter, he 
N- z. wat 
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was on the point of going oWy fatisfied 
this was not the road to his vilhed difco- 
very,— when happening to look up, he few 
Anna' removing a blind from the window, 
which} as the day was fhuttSng in> -ob- 
firufted the light, and fit down at her 
frame to work, he retreated back atmoA 
ftagnated. — Too likely, now, even to him, 
were the reports to her difadvantage ; in- 
deed if Edwin kept her, it was not proba- 
ble his large fortune and fmall ftock of 
. prudence would have 5xed on fuch a fiiua- 
lion for his rhiftrefsj— but then, he was 
lately married, and fecrccy on that account 
might be necefiary : — -in a word, 'be-had 
almoft given h*r up, when the woman of 
the Ihop, addrcffing herhufband, remarked 
bow induftrious that poor' ficlc young 
woman was. " She is now," added (be, 
•' poring between the lights, — no wond«- 
•' flie looks fo ill ;— poor thing, I am fure 
** Ibe does not cat the bread of idlewifs." - 
This caught his attention — and feeing a 
bill for a two pair of flairs front -room to 
be let to a fmgle man, he inimedittcJy 
took 
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tbofc it i and mounting his new lodging, 
had then watched our heroine, till he was 
convinced her own labcrorftipported hery 
AS he overlooked her whenever he pleafed. 

• Satisfied, with his obfcrvations, »nd 
knowing flie was an orphan, himfelf being 
Childlefs, ahd without a relation -in the 
World, he trfimediately formed the rcfolu- 
tion of adopting her, and went to l.iiyton 
ro commurticate his difcoveHeS and inten- 
rions to Mrs. Wellers. 

• Oti the day' after Mr.' Bates' give liis 
"maftrf'fuch a proof of his 'deitcrity, it was 
ifgreed Mr. BetKly flitJuld go to Ainna in the 
AiornJrig, rfiafce kriSwn his inttfiffiGn, and 
bring her'toyoimg Mrs. WellersV where 
Mrs. Wallers WKs to meet them toxfinner, 
iknd' takti^otii^ beiViin« home with lief till 
Mr. Bently flaould r^ulate his houfe (now 
a mere batchtlor's) fit to receive a miftrcfs, 
find procure a, companion for her of fuch ' 
Kputatidn-'as nright prevent the bufy 
and ceaforiouB world from glancing at- 
fcandal, : ; ^ . '. ■ 

The 
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The mutual pleafure tbe meeting aC 
Mr. VVcDcra* gave our heroine, aad a lady 
ibe both loved and cfteemed* U not to be 
told. When the tranO^ions of the morn- 
ing, and the happy condufions with Mr. 
Mordant's ftory, which Anna bad not be- 
fore beard, were repeattd, even Mr. Wel- 
les, with all Ihs apathy. Was aScded ;— 
Anxia threw herfelf into her uncle's arms, 
in exprelUve, though fpeechlefs acknow- 
ledgements, for his kiad and unweaiicd ib- 
licitude to di&0ver bcr, which had the 
greater nerit, as he dcclated half k» fo*^ 
tune was, in juftice, hers. It now came to- 
Anna's turn to be the relator > vrtry heart 
•f che ptc^ Auditors, Mr. Wellers' only 
excepted, who, for th* gemntfity,. bad no* 
heart «c all* was a^hiwd by thfi fame 
fpring, univerfil benevoleitee, arid kind^- . 
nefs t0 all their feUow ereaturH. When,, 
therefore, the diftrefs, iUocfs, and raflKrings 
of diis itinocent youpg wpntantcame to 
be cKhibited hy the yt>ice <tf tifv^h, could, 
they be lefi than aSc£Ud } No eye vna dry, 
no heart but gave the tribute due to fuch 
unmerited 
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linnferited forrow, nor any one but felt, 
vith an cxccfi of plcafure, the happy 
change in her affair). Mn. Wellers in- 
fiftcfl} and Mr. Mordant confented. Anna 
Awuld go home with her till (he could be 
ftttled. •— Bently hallowed, fung, whirled, 
and wept all the way home j his exertion 
of fpirit, indeed, was not to be wondered 
at, fince, for the firft time he had tailed any 
thiiig but water fot tweo^ years, he had 
•drank a pint bumper of claret. At parting, 
Mr. Mordant put into his luece's hand . a 
pocket book, in which were two thoufaod 
pounds in bank notes. — ^ '* Reward, my 
■** love," iaid he, ** your friends, and hum- 
'* ble your eocniies, by fbewing them tef* 
'* fons of tpue generofity^ all narrow re* 
"** fentments are now beneath you; you 
** are yet Ignorant of the rank you are 
''■entitled to; 'munificence and greatnefs 
** of foul are the hereditary rights of 
4< yqur blood ; and Providence has aftiply 
** fupplied you with the means of bnng 
«refpcaablc as weU at rich." — With 
thofc 
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tbofe kind admonitions he left her, poli^ 
lively rcfufing his coofent to his fon'g - 
attending her to Layton^ as be earaeftly 
/equeftcd. . 
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